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CHÄi». 1. 



A Man he iras to all the ceuMryr daar» 

^ ^L ^ ^ A A ^ JL JL JA ^L 

UnskilAi] he to Tbwd, or wek fpr powV» 
Bjr doctrines fiuMon'd to thfc YWtylng hour y 
Far otber aUng bii heart had leamM to pri2e> 
More bent to raiie the wvetcbed than to ri&e» 



Ik a reticed romantic village in tlie 
^tU of Englandi some years (»reviouK 
to ihe, ooöiflieiiceitielit öf tbid historj% 
there restded jt Ckrgyman of the name 
of Howard ; a man who might truly be 
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8 THE SOLDIER's ORPHAN I 

proneunced an ornament to the sacred 
profession^ änd an^honour to human na« 
iure : his piety was pure and unaffected, 
his learning profound without ostenta- 
tion^ and 'his benevolence unbounded : 
his charity was not confi;ied to the poor 
of bis own neighbourhood, but extended 
to the whole race of mankind. It was 
not that charity which simpty consists in 
giyidg alms^ and relieying the necessities 
of a few individuals ; it was of a more 
exalted nature; it extended to all sects 
and denominations of men. He did not 
thunder anatheinas from the pulpit on 
those who migbt differ from him in 
some particulars of their creed^ or who, 
from education^ or early associationsi 
might be led to oppose their opinions to 
his. Far different from this was the 
mind of him who sought not his own 
gratification^ but the eterlasting welfare 
of those committed to his care. With 
the gentle yoice of persuasion» he endea* 
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töUred to convinte his hearers tiiat thtt 
Religion of bis divine master was flill of 
meekness and brotherly lave; that H 
Iiad no hatred/nor party spirlt ; bore no 
ill will to any man> but tended to pro-* 
mote the peace and happiness of'all. * 

His life was in strvct unison with bis 
doctrine ; i^ was spent in the exerdse of 
aetive Tirtue> and uniy^saL kindness to 
his feltow creatures^ He was revered 
and loved as a father by his parish-- 
ioners ; and faeld in estioiation by all 
ranks of persons to wliom he was known« 
His adyice was eagerly solicited i and 
when giyen^ either as it concerned the 
temporal or spiritual we^lfare of his flock» 
was venerated as that of a superior being. 
Tfaere was not a single family in the vi- 
cinity of his abode^ or for many miles 
around^ but could bear testimony to the 
goodness of the fector of M- >. 

Mr. Howard was desceiided from an 
aneie&t «id honourab^le family, who bad[ 
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poisessißd coQsidefable property in th^ 
county in wfaich his living ^^s situated ; 
ftnd as theve wa9 no parsonage house in 
Ibe Vfllage» he reaided in the house o£ 
tbe manor, which came to him on the 
death of his eldest brother — a man whose 
hospitality and veneration for the dig-* 
jmtj üf his ancestors would not allo\;r 
him tö al^rid^ äny of the splendors 
vhich the head öf that family had been 
accustomed to* eojoy^ but which the de* 
cayed fortunes of his house had reU'» 
dered very inadequate to support. At 
his death Mr. Howard received but little 
addition to his fortune except the house 
already mentioned. It was a long irre* 
gular building^ erected when strength 
and Space were more attended to than 
comfort or elegance : and^ as the do*» 
mestic establishment of Mr. Howard was 
on a much smaller scale than that of his 
late brother^ a great part of it remained 
unappropriated. The aparfmc»^ •€• 
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cupied by the fämily were at the west 
end, and commanded an extensive Tiew 
of the surrounding country, which was 
beautifully diversified vrith meadows and 
corn-fields^ and embellished with groups 
of ancient oaks^ . under whbse umbra- 
geous branches the cattle found a^^cure 
and pleasant retreat from the heat of the 
noon-day suri, or shelter from the driv- 
ing storm. The centre of the höuse cön- 
tained a large hall^ which separated those 
rooms from the kitcheli and servants* 
apartments. 

Like every other old-fasbioned dwell- 
ing, it had that neyer-failing attendant^ 
a ghost> being mosf devoutly believed by 
the peasantry to be haunted by a lady 
dressed in a brocaded silk sacque^ with 
ruffled cuffs^ a hoop^ and little head- 
dress. This aiigust personage^ several 
old persons, who had been servants in 
the house during the life-time of the late 
Mr. Howard, declared they had seen ; 

B 3 
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and those who ]iad not been so higlil> 
favoured^ had more than once heard her 
walk up stairs, and down again^ rustling 
her silks raost' majestically, while they 
have lain trembling, their teeth <!hatter- 
ing with fear. But for what purpose 
she visited this ancient edifice no one 
could teil, thougli it was very gravely 
asserted by^some, that she came nightly 
to lament the approaching extinction of 
a family, which had for centuries held 
a distinguished rank in the country^ the 
present principal inhabitants being the 
Jast remaining branches of the family^ of 
which she was supposed to be aloio^t the 
head. • 

The church stood a short distance from 
the manor house^ embosomed in trees, 
the hollow trunks of many of them prov- 
i)3g Ihey were nearly coeval with the ve- 
nerabie structure^ whose '* taper spire^ 
pointing to heaven^'* arose gracefully 
from among them^ and seemed to invite 



the young, the old, the sedate, and the 
gay, to pay their devotions to the father 
of all good within its hallowed walls. 
' The family of Mr. Howard consisted 
of himself, a maiden sister, Mrs. Martha 
Howard, and a little girl named Louisa^ 
whom they liad adopted^ and . towards 
whom they both feit an afFectioivas nearly 
parental as it is possible for persons to 
fcel for one:not related to.them by that. 
endearing tie. 

Peculiar circumstances had throwii 
this child^ who was now about fourjears 
of age> OD the humanity of Mr.-Howard : 
subsequent eyents had led.him and his 
amiable sister to consider her ag their 
own; and under. their care she wa» not 
Hkely to feel the deprivation of her na^ 
tural parents, . 
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CHAP. n. 



»Bjr de|:re€s 



Tlie huBian blossom blows ; and esety day^ 
Soft as it rollt alpng, sfaew« some new charm ; 
TJie jfather'ft Ituire, and tbe iiiolfaer!i bloom» 

Tbomiov. 



Years roiled on^ and tfae little Louisa, 
daily improiriiig in strength and beauty; 
wasthe delighi of theworthyMr. How-* 
ard and bis amiable sister. In the rising 
beauty crftiie interesting Orphan, Mrs. 
Martha fancied she already beheld a 
ttf ong resemblance of her mother, though 
önlj known fo ber for a sbort fime, and 
under the infiuence of pain. Yet bcrs 
'was a countenance not eadlj fbrgottert« 
As she traced thift resemblance^ and point- 
ed it out to her brother^ he would join 
her, in begging of heaven that she might 
be more fortuuate in life 4;ban the mo* 
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iher bad been^ and that the resemblance 

might be confined onljr to her virtues and 

ber beauties, . . 

Mrs. Martha Howard had neue oftbat 

cold formality which is gfttierallj attacb^ 
ed to ladies who have passed a certaitl 
age unmarried. She was a w(nnan of 
acute feelingg and soiind judgment. Her 
temper wa» cbeerful and concUiating; 
her disposition beneyolent, generons> and 
aflfeetionate. 8be had receiyed an excel-» 
lent education in childhoöd> which* she 
had improved bj study and application; 
as she advanced in life. Her reading 
was extensive, but principally flitected to 
those b^^ß that improye the mind> and 
strengthen the understanding. Her fa*- 
Tourite study wa» poetry : she delighted 
to dwell on the »ublime flight» of ima* 
gination of our best poets, and indnlge 
Aiat sootfaing, pensive sadness, so pieasing^ 
tö a wounded mind, which they never fall 
to ereate in a bosom of sensibility, 

,.5 
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Early in life she had D^et wilh a seyere 
disag{ft>intinent, having beea eagaged t» 
a youth of exemplary worth, whom she 
hadknownfiromcbiklbood. Their attach- 
ment was mutual : they were ta haye be^i 
unitedin a few days^ when the loyer was 
seized with a yiolent feyef » wfaich sunk 
him to the grave in tli» bloom of youtb^ 
and expectaüon af happiness, 

Mis6 Howard, wbo tendecly loyed binn» 
and bad even from infancy been taught 
to regard him ia»- her future busband», 
could never be persuaded to admit the 
.addresses of any other man. She resolv- 
ed to be true to her first affection, and 
devote her life ta the.meraocy pf himso 
suddenly torn firom her. 

The fisite of Louisa's parents , was^ in 
many respects similar to her own ;, it there«* 
fore could not fail. to call forüi hersym«» - 
pathy. She lamented the appareni cruel 
dispensationSv of Proyidence,. .which so' 
oflen separates tbose whpse beairts u6 so 
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Jirmly imited ; but she lamented it with a 
pious confidence, and a firm belief^ that 
what appeart^ cruel to qs^ is wisely or- 
dained for our real benefit; tbat afflic* 
tions are given us as trials of out virtue, 
to purify oür souls^ and wean ush from 
a World whicb we are too apt to love with 
more fondness tban it deserves. Sbe look- 
ed forward tberefbre with the animating 
hppe of beiqg united to bim she bad 
. loved^ in a better world.. 

It bas been already remacked tbat she 
sometimes, when in a pensive mood^ 
Gourted the Muses. The foUowing epi- 
taph of her composition was inscribed 
on the tomb of the unfortunate mother 
of her little favourite : 

EPITAPH. 

Let grief retire, toweepatone. 
And pity*8 rite be sadty paid ; . 

To her ^o cok[> beneatb this stone.: 
Jin silence and ia do^t is laid, 

ad 
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Sfae left Iter agfsd father's side^ 
.- .. Tbe viotitti of disast'rous love^ . . 
And o'er tb^ bleak world wapd'ring m4eg 
WitB peaupy and sorro^ strove. ■ ./ 

^ • % 

fibe soüght yon faospttable gate, . . 

' A refiigc^ frcmi tbe storm to crave ; 
1^ fottud It^ butj alas! too late-^ 
Sbe fouad it-^only in the grave. 

Yhus amiable^ and feeling so sensibly 
for the parents^ it is not wonderful the 
child should interest her in a high de* 
gree. Indeed thaf heart can possess but 
little sensibility^ whaterer it may affect^ 
which is not pieased with the innoeent 
blandishments of Ghildhood^ and soli^ 
citoui^ for the preservation ahd welfare of 
being9 so helpless^ pure^ artles8> and 
lovely* 

liouisa was the playfellow and püt of 
the whple family> and as she grew older^ 
and her mind begrao to expand^ she became 
thepupiti compaaion^ and soläoe of'Mr. 
Howard and bis sister« The former in- 
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.st*Hcied her in «very branch of Hsefut 

knowledge, which sbe acquired with th» 

grcatest faeility ; and the latter added tbe 

iDor« ornatBental branches of edacation. 

The strength of her judgmeDt, and pcrti* 

neney of her remarks, whÜe yet a child, 

-frequently deligfated and surprised her 

kind friends, and imparted a glow of rap- 

ture to their faearts> which amply repaiil 

tbem, they wonld' with the utiDOist sa< 

tisfaction declare, for the care they had 

be8to%red on her. . ■... .1 

At the age of fourteen, Louisa vAs 

tall, and in some degree formed. Tbe 

dazzling 'whiteness of her skin was beau- 

tifully contrasted with the bloom on her 

downy cheek, and the meandring veim 

of violet hue wfaii^ appeared here and 

th«re dirough it : the brilltancy of hei 

eyes, which sparkied with Tiracity 'di 

joyfui occasions, or melted with sensibi- 

ütj at a tale of woe, gave additional 
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channs to featnres tb« mosi peifect, aad 
a coitnteiiajice animated and iotelligeat. . 
She was passiobately foiid o£ Mrtk 
Martha Howard : her respect aud affec- 
tionwas that of tbe moat dutifui daug;b- 
ter; with unboiwded Confidence she sub* 
mitted every thought of ber heart to tfae 
inspeetioD of her materoal fri^d, wfao 
beheld, with joyfui satisfaction, tfaat it 
-waa untaiotcd witb meaBoess, duplicity, 
OT aäy vice likely to^ embitter her future 
life with remorse. CreduUt; waa tbe. 
greateat wealLnesa obs^rvable in ber cfaa- . 
lacfer, and this-her exceUent friend hoped 
toiiiodiilate,.so far, atleast, astoprevent 
her being made a dupe tO' ihe deBigning 
and artful part o€ maokind. Suspicioo 
she abhorrcd ia aoy one,. but more parti- 
eularly in a young^peraon : but tfae pru- 
deoce whiab ahc wiahedLouisa to poasessj 
she at present was wfaolly a'stranger.to : 
«very feigaed tale of distress^ boweyer 




• . - * 

improbable, was implicitly believed bjr 
ber; nor did the detection of frequeht 
impositious ^reatlj tend to make hev 
more caiitious ; so ready was her band 
ever to relieve^ and her heart to sjmpa* 
thize ih the distresses of others. 

Mr. Howard she regarded as tbe firsf 

of' human beings; bis approbation ishe 

waa al waj^ studio^s to obtain ; his couor 

sei» were so mild^ so benevolent^ and s« 

convincing. Seidom bad sbe e^er giTen 

bim cause to reprove her; but sometimei 

tbe waywardues» of ebildhood had occa»> 

sioned a lapse in her duty whieh called 

ibr r^rebension. His reproofs were then 

so gentle^ that sbe was inraiediatelj sen*- 

sibie of her error, and knew no pleasure 

ttU sbe bad repai^ed ii, and tbereby re^ 

trieved bis good opinion. 

Poor Louisa !' Sbe knew not the ex- 
tent of her misfcMrtunes : her spif its, ligbt 
and elastie as the pure air sbe breäthed^ 
would haye sunk witbin ber, bad she 
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known she was supported by tbe hounty 
of Mr* Howard^ on whom ahe lia4 ni 
c]aifn but that of misfortime; or could 
she have foreseen the ills that aw^ited 
her. But happily uncon^cious of her 
dependant Situation^ änd thoughtless of 
the future^ her days glided peacefully 
along^ uQmajrked by^ sorrow^ and iin<* 
vexed by ' disäppointment and unkind- 
ness. - 

When very youhg, dhe had freqüently 
inquired why $be had not a papa and 
mama^ sisters and brothers^ as other chil^ 
dren of her äcquaintance had ?. She had^ 
<on those occasions^ been told that it was 
ibe will of God, and that no one could 
h^tyfSi tho^e^ relätions unless it pleased 
him to giv^ them. '^ And can he take 
them away if he pleases?'' she asked. 
yVh^n informed of hispöwef^ she re- 
tUrned^ '' Then I will pray to God netto 
Ukt yott away from me ; and I will al waya 
be;gQO<}> wd try to please hi»; for wlmt 
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ceuld a little girl like' me do <without 
you?'* 

But as ske ad vaneed in age and under« 
Standings her kind iriends inlformed her 
more particularlj of her real Situation i 
though they did not think it necessary to 
teil her tbe wWle of it ; but rather led 
her to beliefve Mr. Howard had beiei^ ap-^ 
pointed ^ guardiän of her: person and for^ 
tuM hy heff father« Their . motiye fof 
thii was, tiiat' they did not approte of 
loading her mind with too great'a sense 
of Obligation^ which^ they Had oftenob« 
served^ tended to debase the heärt^ and 
fender it serielle; or^ on Üie eontraryj 
depress the spiritt^ whicH ihe idea of de^ 
pendance seldoni fails to do^ HE'hey wish-^ 
ed her to aet m a free agent^ and the gra^ 
titudo i^he feit for them to be the resuft 
pf affection only* 

The first event that happened ti> düi 
turb the seronity of Louisa, noW in her 
ieventeenth year« was the iUoes» of Mrs; 
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Mart}ia^ who was fast declining into 
years. " Her health^ whicli had always 
been delicate^ had lately Beceived a se- 
vere shock^ occasioned bj too great 
anxiety. 

The fortune left her by her father was 
but small; but as she lived with her bro<- 
ther^ she had been enabled to follow the 
dictates of her geoerous nature^ and an- 
nually set apart a certain sum fbr the re- 
lief of the necessitous. The ioterest of 
her fortune allowed her to do this^ and 
«applied all her wants^ whicfa w^re 
bounded with the strictest prudence» 
The principal she had intended io leave 
to the interesting child of her adoption. ' 

In this plan Mr. Howard had coneur« 
red : bis iocome was more than sufficic^t 
for bis wantSj and in the exerqise of b«-^ 
neyplence he . expended all that was su^ 
perfluous. At bis death^ it was also bis 
Intention to leave her what he had to 
dispose.of^ as he had ao relations wba 
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stood in need of the little that he had 
to bestow. 

Louisa had neyer been taught to ex-* 
pect an äffluent fortune^ but rather a 
contracted one^ that she might earlj ac- 
custom her mind to be xontented with 
the conveniences of life onl3^: — aspiring 
to its luxuries^' without an adequate for* 
tune^ she was taught tö cbnsider as-high*- 
ly crtmtnal. 

Mrs. Martha had entiHsted her for* 
tuue to a banker^ with whom she häd for 
a number of jears been acquainted : he 
\fas supposed by her and her brother to 
be a man of considerable propertj and 
strict probity. But the failure of a 
large house at Hamburgh had involved 
him in its ruiq. He quitted the kingdom 
precipitately^ and^ in bis turn^ involved. 
otliers : Mrs. Martha 's property waa 
therefore swallowed up in the general 
wreck. 

^' J do not regret it oo myown.ac«« 
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count/' she would say> '^ for I feel I hare 
not long to live : jieither do I lament it 
on yours; but that dear child^ so'lovelj 
and unfortunate^ I had hpped to have 
secured from absolute pöverty. Oh! 
my brother ; if you should die^ what 
will become of her ? *' 

Mr. Howard/who was infinitely grier- 
ed on the same account as hiä sister, and 
whose hopes of ever recoverjng any pari 
af her property were very feeble> ne- 
Tertheless exerted himself to sootfa her 
anxiety, and persuade her to beHeye it 
possible. 

'' But if you should not^ my dear 
flistbr,'' he would say^ '^ I trüst I shall 
be enabled to provide for her : it is only 
necessary to pr^ctise ä more rigid eco« 
QOmy, which I can^ for both your sakes^ 
Eiost cheerfuUy submit to. But should 
Ihe worst kappen that you dread> her 
virtue will secure her from the greatest 
illjl to which poverty exposes a female. 
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You^ my deat Martha^ ha^e never be^ 
fore distrusted the goodi^ess of that God« 
who wat^hes otvet all his creatures^ woA 
suffers nbne to perish who put iheir 
trust in him. Remember^ that he vrho 
* teii^pers the wind to the shoru l4;iiib' 
is able^ and no doubt willj prpvide fpr 
the orphan who confideg. in hiin/" 

The tend^rness of her brotfaer^ his et-* 
cellent and consolatory advice frQm time 
to tioaej in «oipe measure sooth^ the af«* 
flicted mind of Mrs, Martha ;;lmt couldi 
not entirely dissipate the unei^kieM she 
feit, er allay her fears for the fbture wel«« 
fare of Louisaj who, unponsciou« that 
the health of her frieod was so miich ia^ 
paired by aifxiety for her, exejted everjr 
art dhe possessed to amuse the laagtiid 
mipd of her Iqnd iostructBess : or, whea 
too ill to be. ai&iisi^, she would sit by 
her, and tesderly wutcb eyery turn of 
her counteonace» thitt she migbt jtreTeitt 
her wisbesj .«ad ccNPitribiiite to.her com«« 
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forts. She gare up eyery amusement she 
had Jbefore partaken 6f occasionallj ; her 
stadies werc abandoned, änd cvery pur-^ 
suit neglectedi that she might deyote her 
whole time and attention io her^ whom^ 
she began to fear^ she should soön for 
cver lose. 

Alas ! her fears were too weU founded t 
ihe assiduous cares of Loüisa^ and the 
tender attentipns of hep brother, could 
not stay the meek spirit of the being they 
so tenderly loved. They had very soon 
the heart-rending sorrow of closing tfaose 
eyes whieh had ever beamed "with affec-* 
tion for them^ and of beholding that form 
wliich had been animated by the most 
benevolent spirit, cold and insensible : 
but they could reflect with comfort and 
confidence- that, though her body was 
nfioulderiag into dust, her immortalpart 
had ascended to the nbode of angels, 
there to receive the reward promised for 
a Uft spent ia the exercise of - virtue. 
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The grief of Mr. Howard was that of a 
sincere Christian : he was deeply afiecied 
by her death^ for in her he had lost a 
most siiicere and disinterested fri^nd^ an 
Effect ionate sister^ and a pleasing and sen^ 
sible companion. But he bore the de« 
privation with resignation^ and strug* 
gied to subduethe painful emotions which 
it was not in bis nature to ay9id feel- 
ing^ that he mightthe more effectually 
check the grief of Louisa^ which was 
yiolent^. and he feared would be seriouslj 
injurious to her. It was the first misfbr* 
tone she had ever known ; therefore she 
ielt it with morei poignanc j. Repeated 
sorrows render the heart less sensitive in 
ApQearance^ though they strike deeper> 
and are not so soon -eräsed : but in the 
spring of life, thougfa grief is mpre 
acute^ the mind happily possesses that 
elasticity which enables it to resist its 
enervating power^ and r^cover its focmer 
serenity with greater e«se than could be 
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ejcpeißted from the violence with whtch 
it makes its first attack» 

Mr. Howard had the saCisfaetion of 
Beeing the sorrow of Louisa^ by gentle 
degree8> subside, and give place to a 
peasive inela]lcholy> infinitely touehiii^ 
«ad iQterestiixg. She foegan again to find 
aniusement in her usual ayocations^ but 
principally in thosö with whicb the ideA 
of her lost friend was conneeted. 

Frequently in an evening she would 
wander out unattended^ to pay the tribüte 
of a i^ar to the memory of her whom she 
80 tenderly lored. Mra« Martha was 
buried on the same spot which contained 
Ihe ashes of hc^r mother. Lamenting 
this her second parent» wonld remind 
her of h^rearly loss^ wfaichjtill noW^ 
Ahrough the khiidness of her who also 
slept beneath the cold earthi she had 
never fdt At their gniTes ■ she would 
sometimes linger> tili die hol)owaounA» 
ing bell/ by reminding her.of't^b lai^ 
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Hess of the hour^ would recäl her mind 
from the train 6f reflections ihose visits 
aever faiied to occasion. 

Then she would hasten toward» the 
house, anxious to relieve the uneasinest 
she was aware Mr. Howard would feel^ 
if he knew she indulged her,inelancholy> 
by frequeatiDg the silent repositary of 
the dead. 

As with quick step she glided along 
the dark avenue of tall venerable trees^ 
in ihe doubtful shade of twilightj or 
crossed the . antique hall, which led to 
the general sitting room^ her sylph-like 
form might^ without much effort of the 
Imagination» haye been taken fpr one of 
those aeirial beings who are sometimes 
Maid to visft this lower world. 

Mr. Howard« shortlyafter the d^th 
of his sister^ put Louisä in possession of 
ihe little property she had left, which 
consisted chiefiy of personal Ornaments : 
he at the satne time aiiquainted her with 

VOL. I. -C 
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the eireumptaiiee M^kiofa had preYented bis 
Ufsißl^'^ leaying ber j as iiad always been 
ber intentioD^ tbe fbrtune sbe bad eojojed. 
He fufther infermc^ ber bow sbe was si- 
tmtßd witb reapect to ber future expec- 
tBiioBB, 9$ be conceived it. proper sbe 
pb^Nild know, tbat sbe migbt babituate 
ber mind to thiak of an bumble medio^ 
erity^ before sbe was absolutely compell«» 
. td to submit to it. 

, Tbe remembrance of Mrs. Martba's 
kindneii to ber for so mJany years^ toge* 
ther witb tbe kpowledge of ber generons 
inteations towards ber^ thougb they bad 
been frustrated^ renewed ber grief most 
forcibly . Sbe regretted not tbe loss of 
fortune^ but tbe friend wbo bad been so 
lolicitous for ber welfar^. '' Tbat is a 
' loss^" sigbed sbe, '' I caq never recover ; 
a loss to wbicb fortune is a mere trifle : 
ricbes could neTer procure me a friend 
•o inestimable aa ber I bave lest : nei« 
flier can they bettow bappiness^ ezcept 
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ihdeed thej wefe applied^ like hers whom 
I lainent> lo ihe purposes of benevo«* 
lence." 

Loiiisa häd adliiired> and imitated her 
friend's charaoter as much as posdible; 
as she rightly coüceived she could not 
copj ff om a fairer model. She had siu* 
died io imbibe the' same taste on all oc* 
casions^ and had equalled> if not sur^- 
passed her^ in many things: her taste 
for poetry was refined and elegunt ; she 
frequently anpiused herseif with short 
compositions> and about this time pro* 
duced the foUowing liues : 

Tothe Memory qf Mrs, Marthü Howard'. 

She who novr in silence lies, 
Whose lot these peusive Jinesirapart« 

Feh all life's sw/eetest chanties 
Throtfn back upon her loaely heart. 

No partner of her jt>ys had she, 

Wfaom she might own with piroad deli^his 
N* child to smile apon her koea« 

Cr lisp iti liltle prs^f^r at night. 
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Yet warm benevolence and love* 
That feit for all of human kind, 

Could ev'ry selfish* thoiight remore. 
And hannonize her gentle mind. 

For her, the rapturM poet's lay 
Its sweet eochantment could impart, 
^ And fairy music stole away 

£ach throb of her subsiding heart. 

No daughter o'er her coffio 8igh^J ; 

But let the shelter'd orphan teil 
How honour'd and how lovM She dfed 1 

iFrieQfl of my youth, farewel — farewei i 
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CHAP. III. 

Wbo, who would Ihre, my Naira, just to breatbe 
This idle air, and indolent! j run, 
Dajr afterday, the still retumipg round 
Of life's mean Offices and slcklj jojs? 
Bttt in the service of mankind to be 
A guardian God below ; still to employ 
The inind*s brave ardour in b^roic aims, 
Such as may raise os o*er the groY*\\Bg berd,- 
And makeus shine for ever-— tbat is life» 

TaOMSOBT. 

, About a mile from the village of-^ 
M' ■ ■ was a seat belongiog to Sir Wal- 
ter Stanley^ a rieh Baronet> who gene* 
lallygpent two or three months of the^ 
year with his family at this his päternaL 
seat, called Stanley HalK The i^mäih- 
ing part of the year was passed in Lon-^i 
don^ at Bath> or some fashionable wa- 
tering place ; Lady Stanley being a vcry ' 
gay woman. She had been very beauti- * 
ful;, but time, and too great an attach- 

c 3 
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medt to the pleasures of a town Iife> had 
greatly impaired her attractions : yet it 
had not diminished her desire for them ; 
she still pursued amusement with the 
same aridity as she did when first eman-^ 
cipated from the controul of a ri^id 
father^ who had secluded her from the 
World in au old constellated maasionja 
Yorkshire. 

Sir Walter Stanley^ who was jouug, 
/ich, aqd gay, by accident saw and 
jloYed her : his proposals to marry her 
were soon made, and readiiy aeoepied 
by tbe father, as the lover wa« rieh, ttad 
his.daughter possessed of little besid» 
hef handsome person, and Ü^e noble 
blood that flowed in her vein«, 

The consent of. the lady was not diffi-. 
«ilt to be obtained ; the idca of freedom 
froBi the restraints that had hitherto 
lieen imposed on her^ would have in-^ 
diiced her to haTe accepted a less pleasing 
lrasban4 thaii Sir Ws^lter's appearance 
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and address led her to believe she wonld 
find in him. 

Nor was she dcceivcd : cnchanted wUh 
the beauty of bis youiig wife, and tiM 
admiration ahe cvery where excited, Sir 
Walter entered with pleasure iato all tht 
fascinating g'aieties of tke metropoliii : 
his equipage^ his faonses and rettnDW> 
wefe in the first stik of clegance and 
splendour. 

Lady Stanley soon became a brigbt 
Star in the horizon öf fashion : ber routs^ 
ber concerts^ and public breakfiists^ TITST^ 
tbe most splendid of any is town ; bei 
name sanctioned fasbions tbe most äb^ 
surd^ and fancies tbe most fatttasti^ : to^ 
wear a coloür^ a robe^ or a bat; like tbe 
beautifol I#dy Stanley^ was na doubt 
th(Higbt^ by the weärer, to eonfer somt 
of ber beauty also. 

But as the novelty of a tbtng wears off, 
it becomes disregarded ; Lady Stanley 'i 
routs, concerts^ and public breakfast9> 
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coQtimied äs. splendid, as ever ; yet ihey 
were not, as usual, the theme of every 
dashitig lady of fashion's envy andTad- 
miration : nor did the elegance of her 
dres^, and the brilliancy of her je weis, 
eontinue to tempt 'persöns'who could less 
afford it to pui^chasecarticles like them, 
because they were wbrii by her. 
- Some newer - and therefore brighter 
Star had now eclipsed her. 

But, though she did not contiaue the 
first in the gay circles, she contented 
il^rself with joining the throng, who 
are neverl satiated ,with what they call 
pleastirey bat which a rational being 
would call by a harsher name: ^ 

, Sir Walter, indeed, began to think the 
con^tant repetition of amusements dis* 
gtistiog : be. longed for the peace and 
retirement of a country life, which he 
icightly suppösed wxiuld giye hinix a 
greater retisb' for the pleasures of Jji>n^ 
don Kopie time h^ice. 
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He ventured'to propjd^e bU plan Cön 
Bis lady ; but she> having been so much 
confined ia Yorkshire, could not asgoci^ 
ate the idea^ of happiness with a.country 
life: she therefore imaiediately i\ega- 
tived the proposal of her husbaiid.. Hei: 
will was a-law to bim,, who still doted 
on her ; aad not tili her health rendered 
country air necessary^ did he again re«» 
new bis wish that she would retif e from 
the noise and bustle of the town^. to 
breathe the pure and invigorating air oC 
Stanley HalL. 

Her Ladyship consented to.Ieaye Lon- 
don, but potior Stanley Hall : ** I£ shd 
did again go tp vegetate in the country». 
fbr Heaven^s sake, my dear Stanley,^' ifehe 
would say,, '^ let it be in a place wbore» 
the awful solitude will not reinind'me 
'of my fatherV castle; except; indeed^ 
you wisbto kill me with CTwmV'* 
. nTo obl^e her, Sir Walter gaye up bis 
awni wishes> andän the gaieties of a wai*' 

c5 
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lerin^ place, ^almost as destructive asr 
Ihose af London^ passed that time he had 
niteiided taspend at Stanley Hall. 

M wa» not tili they had been married 
n«airly five years, tbat they came to 
teside for any time there. Their fa- 
mily at tfaat time consisting ^f three 
ebildreii> tbeeldest a «on about four 
years of age, and two daugbters, tbi» 
inerease ef bii» family, and the expen- 
wve mafineF in wbicb tbey bad lived^ 
rendered ä few montbs of retirement ab* 
solutely necessary. 

This vfM very soon after Louisa came 
under the protection of Mi". Howard, 
. who had known Sir Walter from a cbild, 
and visited bim immediately on bis arri-- 
Tat A ff lendly intima^^y was soon cs- 
tablisbed between the two families ; but * 
prineipally on th6 part of tbe gentlemen^ 
as the dispositioB9 of the InMe» weretoo 
oppi>»it& td altow of their asedmilating 
wry cordtally : ^Ste friyolity of tady 



Stanley ill ac<;arded with ih6 sü{)eriof 
understanding of Mrs. Martha ; büt tbe 
urbanity and good sense öf ibe fattcir al« 
iS^ays induced ber f a tteat bef Iiitdysbfp 
witb good bunifotif and kbaä attention;, 
wbich was returned by Eady Stanley 
witb politeness and i^specft. Itideed nhe 
wDuld allow tbsrt '' IHTrs^. Marfba fibW- 
ard was tbe itiört eitditf'ahle dld-tnäid die 
bad tnet kitowö/*^ 

TIfe femily of »ir tV^altfer ha* beerf 
nlncfa increatsed shrce tbeir fiti^t rmi td 
Sfanley Hall^ wbicb bäd beeti rfcp^atecf 
annually ; but sefyiefiäf cbiMten bad died 
intbeii* itffaircy. Tbere noW remamei!^ 
only tbree; the.soii before menti^dned» 
vA tv9o daagbrtets^ tfafe e)des<'of wbom 
wad aibaüt ibe age of Lduira. S^h^ "^id 
a Ihrely^ gorod-htmio»ed girl^ abd xamä 
remarkable fcnr tbx)ife qnalitie» tbHti fot 
tbebfeäfoty of h«r perdon. Betw^öen bei* 
and Lomsa tbere mbsisted a- warmer 

c 6 
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attachment than girlr us^ua^ly ffitin^ wbob 
do not reaide constantly together. . ' . 

The second daught^r^ a year- jounger». 
was very beautiful : , she very jptiuch re- 
sembied Lady Stanley in disposition as. 
well as person : she was haiighty^ un-^ 
feeling, yain^ and fond of admiration^ 
even to excess^ from almost an Infant. 

Lady Stanley^ wbo was dotingly fond 
of her beautiful girl^ would freqxient- 
ly. compare her beauties with those of 
Louisa, wbo was tbe» constant yisitoc 
and playfellow of her daughters. Tbe- 
comparison was always laVour able to the 
former« which wa$ no s^iall triumpb to: 
her ladysbip. 

Every one concurred in her opipion^ 
except young Wpilter ,StaqJey, wbo. de- 
clared the smiling blue eyes of Misa 
Fitzormonjl^ and her soft cur ling brown 
hair^ were much pxettier than. the large. 
sparkliog black ejes and raven tressea t£ 
his sister. 
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But this preferefice of her brothec'» 
aever failed to sweU the little ^heart o£ 
Armida Staslej^ ^ith resentment against 
him^ andher cival in infantine beauty. 

To a superficial observer^ the beautjr 
ef Armida was certaioly. raore striking^i 
but that of Loüi^a - more interesting. 
Whenthe judgment gaye the preference 
ta the former> the heart beste wed it on 
the latter: the one commanded admira-^ 

• * ^ « 

tion — the other teve. 

A few month? after the death of Mrs. 
Martha Howard, the family of Sir Wair 
ter arriyedat the hall:: they werethisyear 
accompanied hy their son,. who had not 
atteoded them for.three years hetate;. he 
haying spent bis vacatioos from; eollege^^ 
eitb^ with some £i:ieiids^ er iii^flb hU 
family in; aiiother part of the country.. 

The morning after their arrival«. Mr. 
Howard and Louisa paid a jisii to the 
hall, to welcome the family again to the 
country : the remembrance of the. severe 
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loss she had snstained^ since parting fitrtir 
theoi^ threw Louisa into an agooy of 
sorrow. Lady Stanley condeseended t(y 
sooth and condole \^ith her, and Mis» 
Stanley^ with her wonted good-nature, 
exerted berself to dissipate her grief. 

Their kindness had the desired effect* 
Louisa sbortly recovered her spirits, and 
ihanked them, with the feüderest expres- 
sions of gratitude^ for therr attention^ 
to her. 

Lady Stanley remarked^ to Mr. How- 
ard böw much Loutsa was growin; biit 
Said she fhought her srpirits were much 
depressed by the late event m bis fatnily, 
and' reeommended her mixing tnore ia 
Society. ** Tfre soiitude of the Bararüor- 
house/* Said she, •* will destroyher, if srhe 
is suffered! to contintre tncre r obHge rner^ 
Mr. Howard/' eontinaed her la^}^ip, 
** byallowing Miss Fitzrormond tö remain 
flt the ball for a short tlnre : the society of 
itiy daughters wfllj I hope, tend to the re- 



storatioii of her healtli^ and reanimate 
ber siokiog spirits/' 

Mr. Howard^ who had with grief 
lateljT beheld th« pale check and pensiv^ 
manner of Louisa^ with gratitude ac- 
cepied her ladyship'^s pdite invitation of 
the cbild of his heart. 

Louisa would havie decHned it; but 
she was so strongly urged by Lady 
Stanley, her daughters> and Mr. Howard, 
ttiat she cons6nted to remain at the hall 
hv a few days, but not tili the lattcr had 
promised to let her hear ftom bin» 
everj day. 

Mt. Howard took his leare, much im- 
pressed witb the kind attentions of Lady 
Stanley. He did not think beföre that 
»he possessed so tender a heart^ and cön- 
gratulated bimself on- having been de- 
ceived in tho opinion^hehad formed of her 
eharacter» It'gave hun great pleasure to 
refieet that, if he sfaonld be taken front 
hefj and she was so fovttmate as to proeure 
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the protection, of Lady. Stanley^ it wonld^ 
relieye bis mind of a load of aoxietjon^ 
her accoünt ; aud he r^solved to embr^ce 
every opp^rtunity that occurred io\ 
strengthen the attaah];aent he hoped the: 
whole family feit for her- ^ 

Her ladyship had not so much merit ia. 
havjlng^made the preposal^ as thegöodness 
of Mr. Howard had ascribed to her. She- 
had made the offer partly from. a desire ofi 
obltging Sir Walter^ who had recom-r 
meoded it to her^ and parily from an im- 
pulse of compaasion^. which the grief of« 
liouisa, and her interesting appearance^^ 
had inspited her with. But^ afterthe first 
emotions of pity had suhsidied^ shethought 
DO more of it^or of her visitor; But the 
unremitting attention of Miss Stanley^, 
who,.Louisa found^.had lost none of hec 
viyacity and- good humour, atoned, fbr, 
the want of it in her motfaer. Armidajr 
Louisa obseryed withsurprise and adinira^ 
tion> was grown as tall as herself^ and ex-^ 
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ircmely beautiful ; but she had none of 
that sweet conciliating manner which 
so eminently distinguished her eldest 
sister : her salutation of Louisa was eold 
and constrained; she appeared to view 
her with an eye of jealousy. Louisa, 
uncoDscious of the reason^ shrunk abasb'*- 
ed from the piercing looks of her füll 
dark eyes^ aad sought for consolation ia 
the mild sympathiztng .oneisi of her 
sister. 

. '' Ah 1 '' thought she^ '' howmuch more 
desirable is a sweet temper than a beau« 
tiful face ! with what super ior satisfaC'^ 
tion dö I gaze on the plain face and ordi- 
nary features of Miss Stanley, than Ido oa 
that of her beautiful sister ! D.oubtles» 
the beauty of the mind, as my lost friend 
bas often repeated, is far preferable ta 
that of the person or face. With how 
much pleasure bave I even coutemplated 
the coarse countenance of my nurse! It 
xnmt have been because she has a tender 
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heart^ and a sincere affection for mo : 
ii is sweetness of dispositioti> then^ and 
ajBfectioD^ that give charmd which arc 
more engaging than beauty." 

When Louisa saw Mr. Stanley, xvhieb 
was tiot tili the dinner honr^ she had re- 
eovered from the agitation her mind had 
been thrown into br the patnful recoUec« 
tiona which the ftrst meeting her friends 
had oecasioned. The alteration in botb 
their persons> since they had last met« was 
a sabject for mutual surprise. Lauis^ was 
then ä mere girl : he could searcelj re- 
eogaise now, in the ekgantly formed 
young woman^ the companion of his jure« 
nilc Sports^ but heseemedfarfrombeing 
inclined, by the admiration with which 
he vieWed her, to retract the opinion h6 
had form^rly given of her beauty. 

Walter Stanley, though fouryears older 
than Louisa, was, when she had last seen 
hira^ quite a lad ; oratleast, from bis play« 
fuV4isposition, and being in the babit of 
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seeing Iiiin often^ she had thought so: 
but now he. was grown a taU, elegant^ 
well-propar(ioned man. When she heard 
bis name ,aniiounced by his sister^ saj*» 
ißg he was returned from a long ride he 
had taken with his father^ slie sprang 
forward to meet him with the same 
easy familiarity she used to accost him 
when he returned front sehool : but whem 
his f»erson met her eyes> in confusion she 
east them on the floo'r^ while expressiag 
Hbe satisfaetipn she feit at neeting hkik^ 

*^ My dter Miss Fttzormoitd {'^ ex- 
elaimed he^ '^ your fec0p<ion of me^ i a 
diffeireat from what it used ta be> aft^ 
a long absence from home^ makes me 
almost regret the alteration whieh time^itsi 
doubt, has made in my appearnnce, as 
well as in your own : gladly would I re* 
sume my bo3rish habit and figure^ to in-« 
0ure that welcome I have so often antici<» 
pated with pleasure from you." 

l/ouisa 9^8sured him she wa^s ne\ex 
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more happy to see litmtfaan at the pre- 
sent mement : 'f £ very brauch . of the 
Stanley family must be dear to me," said 
she> extehding her band to^pvards : him J 
" So circumscribed as my circle of 
friends are/' she added, in a tremulous 
voiee^ '' I should be prodigal kideed^ if^ 
by inattention or ingratitude^ { committed 
any action to lessen the number." 

'^ Cold and insensible must that heart 
be/^ rejoined Mr. Stanley,. ^' that is not a 
friend to so much beaiity and worth« 
My sisters^'' added he^i '^ will, I hope, 
know how juatly to appreciate the valiie 
of such a friend,'^ respectfully raising her 
hand to bis lips> before he redgned it, 
as he led her to a seat^ near bis mother. 

Sir Walter, ivho was remarkably well*^ 
bred, and possessed a fund of wit and 
good humour^ by talkiog on^a yariety of 
subjects new to Louisa,. insensibly drew« 
her from ibinking of the past. Fearful o£ 
»ppearing ungrateful for bis kiud endea«-^ 
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TQurs todiverther, sherallied her spirits^ 
«nd attended to him with apparent com- 
placencj ahd pleasure. 

** I was telling Walter, as we rode 
along/' Said the Baronet, after a pause^ 
^' how much he would be pleased to see 
the improvement a few^years had raade in 
the person of his little play-fellow and 
fayourite ; but I confess I am rather 
surprised myself ; you äre so much grown 
sirice we were at tbe hall last.'* Thougb, 
on' reflection, so is Armida ; but she was 
always :taller. than yoü for her age : but 
so true it is, the objecü we see habi- 
tually do 'not remind us of the älteration 
tinie makes in us. Walter was so impa- 
tient ^ see you," added he, '^ that we 
stopped at Hkt manor-house, in our way 
home, that he might haye that pleasure. 

'* I hope/' Said Mr. Stanley, *' Miss 
Fitzormond will believe my impatiefnce 
was not dictated by curiosity alone : 
^ I assure you,'' continued he, turning to 
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her, *' I have a thousand times tegretted 
%]ie combination oi circumstaDces that 
liave occurred^ to prevent me again en^ 
joying l^t Society I so early kaew how to 
estimate^ and which so amply contributed 
to my happiness : every tree> and eyerj 
•pot, at Mr. Ho ward's^ as well a« at the 
Iiall> haye I recalled to my memory when 
far remov^d from all those I so tenderly 
)[oye> and tfaese never failed to awaken in 
me remembrances of juvenile feKcity/' 

Louisa politely thanked him for bavinjp 
giyen her a place in bis memoryj but as 
he recalled to her mind the days he had 
passed at äie mtaor house^ her eyes fiUed 
with tears of regret that she^ who had sd 
pften partaken of their amusements, and 
contributed to form their mindi to enjoy 
the rational pleasures which the beautiet 
of natüre afford^ was no w ne looger pre-^ 
sent to improve and instruet them, 

Walter Stanley had always beea a par^ 
ticttlar favourite of Mrs* Martha How» 
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ard^s : she early discerned the seeds of 
genius in bis young mind> änd took great 
pains when he visited thero> which was 
frequ^Dtly> as he was attached to the whole 
family^ io cultiyate his dawniog excel« 
leneies. 

Seated with Louisa and hini> beneath a 
large tree, on an eminence that com« 
manded an extensive and sublime pro« 
spect^ she would expatiate on the beauties 
of nature> and the omnipotence of him who 
bad so wonderfullj formed eyery thing 
io contribute to the pleasures and con* 
veniences of man. Taughtbyher^ they 
aoon imbibed a love of virtue^ and an 
entbusiastic admiration of eyery thing 
tiiat was sublime in nature^ or great and 
beautiful in the actions of eminent mea. 
As they read the pages of history toge^ 
tiber^ the young heart of Walter would 
pant to emuläte some of the noble actions 
of the great and distiiiguished characters 
tfaere recorded : whtle the soft blue eye« 
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of Louisa "wauld glisten> through her 
tears^ at the recitals of suffering mor*» 
taliiy, or the barbarous palicy of Mrar> 
tfaat had for ages desolated countries and 
destroyed domestic happiness^ by deprir- 
ing it of some of its dearcst relatives/ 

Louisa passed a week at Stanley Mall 
ivith great satisfactton to herseif, and 
pleasure to Mr. Howard, vvho saw the 
roses, that had for sdme time been banished 
from her cheeks, again revisit them.' 
Though pressed by all the farnily, except 
Arinidä and Lady Stanley^ to extend her 
yisit^ she preferred the. pleasure of con- 
tributmg'to the eomfort of Mr. Howard^ 
i?^ho had not been for many years so 
long without female society> to the grati«* 
fication of her own. 

In the Company of Walter Stanley and 
his.el4er sister, she partook of p^tea^ur« 
refined aifd grateful to her heart : the 
conyersation of the former was repiete 
with good senseand elegance: the grace«^ 
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flilness ot bis manner^ the noble digiiity 
of his sentiments^ and tiie insiniiation of 
his address» irresistibly gaioed the ad- 
miration of those i^ho ^onversed with 
faim» wMIe the yivacity of Miss Stanley 
continually divertied them. 

Louisa would have regretted deepty 
4eaving such agreeable society^ if she had 
not ei(peeted^ from the short distance 
between the Hall and the Manor House^ to 
bftve Seen them very often. As it was^ she 
parted from them without uneMiness : the 
consciousness of per forming a duty im« 
posed on her as much by inclination as 
gpratitude, diffused a glow of -satnfaction 
tö «her faeart, far superior to the jßleasure 
arising from self-gratificätiön. 

Shortly aiter her retorn to the par^on- 
age^ the family at the hall werb aug* 
mented by the arrival of several yjsitors ; 
Lady Stanley always finding it iippossible 
to exist for any length of time vyithout 



5D THE SOLDI.SH'S' oaPHAN: 

sume a^cietjr betid^ those of her awn 
ftnily ; tkierefom gmeiftlly had her 
b#«se.fi|llv duriag wliat §he ealled her 



Tl» Titäwrs at tbe baU nom wroe, thc 
Earl and Coufiti^ a£ DelvUle^ tbeir 
eMesi. 9on> holA. Bslmour^ a di^sipated 
ypimg ipma oC fd^bioo^ p^ntho bad beon 
x^y mucb smitten iritb tba bbooiing 
beautj^ of Armida Stanley» wbom he 
tbau^)^ tbe ftne^l y<Hi«g, w4HDaa be bad 
e^ev seeQ*. aod. ^daved to tbe Earl bi« 
fatber, who: very mucb wkl)^ to «ee 
bim macmd». tbat no womaii ^Mit ber 
could eirer ba^e power to ftbacble bim 
M^Hb tbe tf aomiel« ef mstsimony; and 
entreated bion to obtein tbe confeut of Sir 
Walter as soon as pos^ble^ lest be sbould 
alter bis mifid. . 

Tbc Bajrl of.Ddville, wbö kaew tbe 
fickle dispo$itioa of bis son» and was 
well aware: tbat. no time was to be lost».. 



iflnaediaielj made appUeatiott to Siv 
Walter» who readil j gave ki^ emoaeul for 
Lord Belmour fo address hi» dm^ttf» 
provtded she kad üq olgeeti<m» He coa» 
sidered her too youjp^ hinudelf ; buft tiiat 
objectimi was quicklj OTer»riiM[ fej 
Ifftcfy Stanley, wlto was much elated at 
the idea of her Hvourke daugfater fotm*' 
iug so splendid an alliance. 

Her Ladjrsfaip said it was absiii'4 to 
think of making any objectiofi to tke cka^ 
räc^r of fhe yoimg man : tke beauty of 
her daugfater» ske was convirnled, wonld 
firmljr aftack bim to her» M^d very pro** 
babljrmight diyert bim front ihose de-* 
structive pursuits to whtcfa he was rätber 
addicted» but laot in a gi^eat^ degree 
thaa mort young, mea of fashio» atiid 
spirit were. ^' Bat if ske 8faoal4 fail in 
detachtog him frotti those purstiits/' con-. 
tiaued her I^adyshtp, '^ 1 am mte At- 
mida haf too nmeh spirit and seüse to 
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vuke herseif unhappy^ when she has 
the prospect of being a Gountesa; a 
title already> and an equipage and ap» 
pointments equal to the first nobilitj m 
the kingdom;" 

Sir Walter eicpressed his doubts of all 
those elegancies procurin^ the happiness 
he wished his child to obtam in marriage, 
but Said he should not object to it^ if 
Armida's wishes coincided with those of 
Lord Belmour: if they did not^ the 
wealth and splendour even of royalty 
should not tempt bhn to forte her incli- 
nation, in a point where her own happi« 
ness or misery was so much concerned. 

Lady Stanley undertook to answer for 
the consent of her daughter^ who^ she 
said^ could not be so blind to her own 
interest as to refuse such a noble offer. 

Armida^ as much attached to pomp 
and gaiety as Lady, Stanley, accepted 
with pleasure the proposals of the Earl 
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in behalf of his soh, wbom sl^ie prepared 
to meet and receive as her future hus^ 
band. 

Her Society, for a «bort time, 'had 
power to withdraw bis .attention from tbc 
fascinatingxbarms of tbe gaming-table^ 
the allurements of tbe beautiful beroines 
of tbe.theatre and opera-bouse,. and even 
tq divert bim from tbe supreme pleasure 
of bebplding two of bis feliow-creatures 
scientißcally vn^ixa, eacb otber. 

But tbis was not to be endured for any 
lengtb pf time : tbe dilatoriness of tbe 
lawyers in preparing tbe Settlements quite 
wearied bim; to sbake off wbieb, be 
agreed to join a party wbo were going to 
80 me fasbionable races tbe same week the 
family of Sir Walter qüitted London, 
wben be promised to join them witb tbe 
Earl and Couiitess, at Stanley Hall. It 
was proposed their marriage sbould take 
place as sooii as tbe jiecessary arrange- 
ments werecompleted. 
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To ÜkMe alf^ady mentioned^ were add« 
ed bift <ifter> Lady Adelina Belmour^ a 
yety amiable and accomplished girlj and 
m Miss Fre«manj a coafidentjial friend of 
the latter / 
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CHAP. IV. 



Wb0 luUhiiftt<v«tt'd, with raptine-smftteB frtaie» 
Tbe pow*r of |^ce, the umgic of a nsme I 
There be, perhaps, who barreo bearts arovr, 
Cold B» tbe rociu OD Torneo*« boaiy brt>w; 
There be, whote lovelew wlsdom never fiui'd. 
In self-adoriDg pride securelj maird; — 
Bat trhiBipb not, ^re 4ieftoe*eBaiimf 4 hm t 
Fire». nature, {eoias9 aever 4welt with joal 
For joa no foncjr consecFates tbe scene 
Where raftive iitter*4 Vj^wf, m4 ^^pt b^etirtfAi 
'Tis jours, unmoV'd to sever and to meeti 
No pledge is sacred-, and no taooie Ü iiveet f . 



liOuisA had beard of the arriyal of 
the expected party at the faall the day 
before, and did not iinagme any of the 
famüy wQiild find time tp call on Ker> so 
iDUch engaged as they must necessarily 
he: she, tberefore^ aecompanied by Ro'- 
bin^ the favourite little dag of her de- 
c^sed friend^ set out io pay a visit tothe 
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pensioners of tfae lattek*^ now become 
h%r8, io the village ; ber late engage-* 
ments baving prevented her calling on 
any of them fot some time. To some 
she communicated advice and consola- 
tion> to others assistance of a pecuhiary 
iiature^ ör what she conceived most coa- 
duciye to their real comfort. By all^ 
ber kitidness \iras feit vfißx the utmost 
gratitüde and ibsnkfulness^ and blessings 
implored on ber bead by the sicki the 
aged) and the infirm^ to whom she was 
a common benefactress, Bnt though 
impressed wttb the gratitiideof thesepoor 
people^ she always directed it to be paid^ 
more to Mr. Howard than to berself> as 
she only acted by bis direction> now their 
•fftend as well as her own was gone to 
l-eccive the reward of her benevolence. 

She was returning home throngh the 
plesisure-ground that surrounded the 
house for some distance^ when the hark* 
iog of Robin gave her notice of the ap« 
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proach of sti^angers : in a few minute« 
$he was met by the younger part of the 
party at tfae hall^ and interrogated where 
sfae. had hid herseif foi^ so long a time, as 
they had been . huntin^ for her over all 
the grounds. 

'' Lord Belmour and hia sisfer/' ex- 
claimed Armida Stanley, '* are dying t0 
be ihtroduced to the rural deity of these 
shades; allow me, then^ Miss Fitzor* 
mönd^ to be yöur priestess, and intro- 
duce those deVout worshippers to yout 
divinityship/' 

- Louisa> hurt at the air of sarcasm in 
Armida's sipeechj answered with a de- 
gree of spirit ünusual to her-~^ 

** Without having the sligbtest pre* 
iension to the title yon have so witttly 
bestowed on nie> I aeeept the honouT 
ydu ha¥e done me by an. introductio» ta 
Lord Belmour and Lady AdeHna, mith 
the gratitude of a mere moctal/' 

Blushing deeply, she gracefuUy re^ 
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ituroed tfae compUments of tbe gay partjv 
«ad entering mto conversotion with Lftdy 
Adflina and Walter Stanley^ "who were 
Walking together^ slie very soon reco« 
vered froan tfae confusion their sudden 
appearancehadoccasionedlier. TheTude. 
Mis^e of Lord Belmour had beai parti- 
cularly offensiTe to her ; his person wa» 
Widoubtedly haadsome^ and his appear^ 
«nee that af a man of fashion ; h^t there 
Tifn$ a certaiü indefiliable something in his 
look aod manner that vas irepugnant to 
her feelines : she recollected the advice 
^f her matefnai friend^ against encou- 
raging suddon prepos^essions^ and ra* 
deaToured to suhdue the dislike she had 
copeeived. 

TW mild graces of his sister wer« 
more eonsonaat to her : she was several 
jfear^ older than Louisa, tall^ and eie- 
gantly formed; her features were plaia» 
but expressive of tendemess and good-^ 
nature : she appeared particularly pleased 
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"^ilh Louisa^ and expressed tfae pleasure 
%i would gire her to ba frequently fa-^ 
Toured with her sötidLj, \i^hile ske re- 
mained at Stanley HalU \v.hich^ she in« 
formed Loui$a> would be tili her brother'i 
marriage with Armida had taken place; 
ihen thej intended spending the remain« 
der of the autumn at t)elTiIIe Castle, in 
C umher land. 

Lord Belmour and Armida now calied 
oh them to take a ride, hefore they re- 
turned to the hall: *^ Yoü, Stanley/* 
cried his Lördship^ ^' will drive Adelina, 
and Miss Fitzormond will sufier me to 
inclttde her in iny party in the barouch. 
By the bye/' continued he, '*^ Armida 
sayis she will not again mount the dickey ; 
80 as I drive, you will have no objection 
to take a seat \fith me : you drive of 
conrsej^ sotnetiipes ; so I can, a« we go 
along, instrui^i you in anew method crf 
turning a corner, and holding the whip, 
which is enti^el^ myown invention, as 
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is the \peculiar construction of tbe ear« 
riage: Armida admires it extremely; 
but I should like to hear your opinion 
also^ for it strikes me that you have a 
great deal af taste/' 

Louisa tbanked bim for bis good opw 
nion of her^ but assured bim tbat be was 
quite deceived in tbe present instance^ as 
sbe neitber knew bow to dri'Vfe^ or bad 
any taste in tbe construction of car- 
riages: tbose tbat *were tbe safest^ sbe 
said^ sbe always considered tbe best. 

^' Ob ! as to tbe safety/' replied bis 
Lordsbip^ ''noone can possibly be mpre 
so ; I bad it made on a principle tbat ef- 
fectually prerents tbe possibility of its 
overturning. To be sure tbe booby of 
a coacbmaker deviated from my plan^ 
vbicb occasioned it to be oyerset tbe first 
day ; and one of tbe fellows tbat were in 
it, to make tbe experiment over rougb 
ground^ was tbrown out^ and bad bis leg 
broke^ and anotber burt considerably : 
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boweyer> I paid the expense of the doc« . 
tors^ and supported their £siinilies tili 
ihey got well; so I was the principal 
sufFerer/' 

^' Then you consider bruises and 
Iroken bones of little consequence»" 
inquired Louisa^ with astonishment de- 
picted on her\face> ^' if the suffer er bas 
not the additional misery of knowing hU 
family are expiring for want of that 
$upport which accident has deprived him 
of affording them ?" 

<^ Very little, indeed/' returned bis 
Lordshipa not obserTing the horror her 
countenance betrayed at bis want ^f 
feeling: ^' a few guineas compensate 
tbem amply for an aeeident of that sort. 
I always take care the poor devilsbaye 
that satisfaetion when they receive an in- 
jury in my service." 

Axmida comm^ided the generosity of 

..bis Lordship in terms that appear^d to 

convey satisfaetion to bis mind; white 
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Louisa, shocked and amazed^ neas total!/ 
silent: she cöuld not eotnmend wbere 



hex reason so much disapproved^ and she 
thouglit it needless for her to attempt 
combating with prejudice aud an unfeel* 
ing beart. 

^' How gratefnl is praise/' tbougbt 
Louisa^ '* to the buman faeart ; and bow 
extraordinary tbat persons wbo are ca- 
pable of enjoying it^ do not endeavour 
to merit it ! Even Lord Belmour^ wbo^ 
if hebad the power of reflectmg^ mnst 
be conscious tbat he does not deserye it, 
yet eyidentlj reeeives it with so nmcfa 
pleasure. Had I expressed sentiments 
similar to those of bis Lordsbip^ 1 sbould 
bare considered that the praises bestowed 
bj Armida impKed reproachesl How 
great is the contrast between bis Lordsbip 
and Walter Stanley!'^ 

At this moment^ Louisa saw bim band 
Lady Adelina into bis eurrieJe, and^ bow* 
ing to the rest of the party, driye off« 
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She feit a senaation very mucli like. r^gret 
crof 8 her mmd> and aa invotuntary sigh 
escaped her, as nhe for a moment foUow* 
ed them with her eyes; 

Lord Belmour^ who vrv attentively 
observing her at the moment^ increased 
her confuston, by inquiring if ahe pre- 
ferred a earricle^ as an open carriage^ 
to every other ; or if it was tke drWer 
who had extorted that tender sigh firom 
her fair bosom ? 

Louisa^ who was scarcely able io de«- 
fioe the natnre of her emotion» after a 
»omentary cmbarrassment, answered that 
neither had occasioned it ; but the heat 
and the long i^alk she had taken had 
fatigued her : in consequenee of which> 
ihe decliqed accompanying them in their 
ride. 

Miss Stanley declared that she pesi«- 
tively would hat go without her, as they 
had promised to bring her to the hall 
with them^ and Mr. Howard was to be 
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there also, ^' He, you know, rod^ over 
this morning/' continued she, ^^and Sir 
Walter will of eourse detain! him> as 
jou are expected. So^ no staying mop- 
ing at home^ when yaur Company Js so 
much desired by your friends." 

Thus persuaded^ Louisa ascended the' 
cärriag^ of Lord Belmoiir^ who in Yain 
tried to prevail on her to take the seat foy 
him ; but ske declined it in favour of 
Miss Stanley» by whom it was preferred^ 
. Seated witfa Armida. and Miss Free- 
man^ Hj^ companion and friend of Lady 
Adelina^ little conversation pa8se4 : t!he 
former^ offended at the attentioR Lord 
Belmour had paid Louisa^ wa& sulIen 
and sarcastic; and the latter^ who w^s 
one of those irery pUable dispositioned 
ladies^ who always suit their temp^r to 
the humour& and capriees of their supe- 
riors^ very obligingly sat silent. 

To Louisaj the ilUhumour of Ar* 
mida was no subject of surprise ;. as shi»^ 
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/ knew the oftea was so without cause^ she 

\ did not regard it : but^ from not being 

engaged in conyersation^ she sunk into a 

rererie respecting her feelings towards 

I Walter Stianley. /' He is/' thought she?, 

'^ infinitely engaging: his manners are' 

spsoft^ yet so manly ; and. his sentiments 

^ so noble and generous : he is always af« 

fectionate to his sisters^ and ,^i>eaks to 

them in the kindest m*iiH»r ; but vrheä 

he addresses me^ his voice assittnes a. 

softer tone> whieh penetrantes to mj 

hesLTf, : had natüre given me a brotfaer> 

could I have loved him better thanl da 

Walter Stanley ? . Ab ! no. . But suf ely 

I should have loved him very deariy : I 

am convinced I sbould; the interest I 

taHe in.eyery.thing in which he k con^ 

cerned plainly shews rae I love.him tan<^ 

^ derly ; but it must be the affection of a 

. sister I feel for him/* 

Thus artless and innocent^ did sho^ 
draw a veil over her heart^ and^ ander 
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the idea of only cherishing an affectian 
' for a beloVed and amiable br other^ nou- 
. fish the seeds of a rising passion. 

When the carriage stopped at the hall^ 
the person who had engaged «o much of 
her thoughts presented hitnself to assist 
her to alight r^ bluahing^ she gave hiia 
her haild> urhich he found trembled in 
hxB : that^ and her varying countenance> 
coairiiiced him tkct she was ill; 

'' Dearert Miss Fit2ormond ! '' ex- 
«Uinied fae^ '^ you are certainly yery ill, 
or somethiiig has distressed you : allow 
me to Support you to the house/'* 

^' Ho, indeed ! " iäterrupted she^ 
( feairfttl h^ emotion should be obseryed^ ) 
'* I am qüite well^ but rather cppressed 
witfa the heat: oblige mb by not no«- 
ticing it ; the family will be alarmed^^I 
am quite well." 

** I will try to believe you/* replied 
Mr. Stanley, ^'but I am apprehmsire that 
you conceal your indi$position> from a 
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fear o£ ginng otfaer$ pain. Amiable 
Louisa ! what would I not do to oblige 
you!'' 

Louisa's Jieart thanked him for tbia as« 
sertion^ but her tongue refased to give 
utterance to the gratitude she feit« 

The iipproach of the rest of the party 
iaterrupted any further conversation, ta 
the great relief of Louisa^ who found 
herseif unable to sopport it with her ac« 
customed cheerfulness : 8he> therefore, 
tpok the earlieirf; opportuaity of retirhi^ 
with , Miss Stanley to the dreRsingHTdom 
of the latter. . 

^ The Goaversatioii that passed betweea 
them^ when in private^ dtd not tordtu 
bute to restore peace to her bosom. 

Miss Stanley^ who withont reserve al* 
ways communicated eyery eveiit in the 
family^ and eyery conjecture and idea öf 
her own to Louisa^ immediately began to 
inform her of a circumstance that she 
had discovered^ which was that Lady 
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Adelina Belmour was yiolentlj in love 
with her brotlier Walter. 

*' But, my dear Louisa/' exciaimed 
«he, ' ^* you must not merition it for 
worlds ! Miss Frceman, who is in her 
ladyship's confidence^ told it m& this 
morning, under the seal of secrecy; but 
as I told her that I had no secrets wrth 
you, she agreed tö my telling you/' 

'^ She is iafinitely obligiiig/' returned 
Louim; '' büt it is a secret that I would 
mücli rather not have known, for^ by 
communieiting it» she ha9 forfeited. lier 
Word to Lady Adelina : indeed, I shünfld 
be inclined to donbt the Insertion of a 
person who was guilty of such a breacb 
of trust/' 

'' And so should I/' replied .Mis» 
Stanley, ^' in any otber instance ; but in 
tha present I believe she is rights as I 
made the same Observation myself befoJre 
I had seen her half an hour with my 
brother/* 
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^^ She appears very amiable/' said 
Louisa. 

'' Oh ycs ! *' replied Miss Stanley^ '* ex- 
ceediDgly so ; and she is immensely rieh : 
it would give me great pleasure to see 
her united to Walter: he thkiks her 
amiable^ but he does not admire her 
more than he does the Countess, her 
mother, who is so likewise : therefore 
there is not much chance of her lady- 
ship's prepossession in his favourbeing 
returned. I know it would give Sir 
Walter and my mother much pleasure/' 
she added^ '' if he was to marry her." 

. Louisa fluppressed a sigh she feit risfng 
at this declaratipn, and endeavoured to 
say^ she hoped he would gratify their 
wisfaes ; but the words died awäy in un- 
intelligible accents. 

Miss Stanley^ observing her abstracted 
air and dejected countenance, imagined 
that she really was iU^ and began to 
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blame herseif for persuading h^ to come 
with them to the hall. 

Lotiisa^ h^ppj thst her friend did not 
saspect the cause of her dejectioD^ al^- 
leged the Indisposition she had com« 
plained of in the morning to be tho 
caase of it, but said that she hopod to 
be better in a few minutes, as it Mras oaly 
a pain that attacked her head at intor-^ 
vals. 

When Louisa descended tö the draw« 
ing-room^ Lady Stanley introduced her 
to the Gountess of Delville^ as the vmtd 
of Mr. Howard« The Countess re^ 
cetved her very gracipusly^ aiid appoaml 
much pteased with her appearanee: she 
Tory objigingly entered iato conversaitiea 
withher in the most affable raannor. Tho 
s weef ness of her voice, and a certain en^ 
dearing modulation of it, while spealting 
to her^ reminded Louisa stronglp of her 
lamented fviead', she &lt naturally im^ 
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peUed iowards her^ aod seeretly wislied 
that flbe. could obtain th6 friendihip of 
suchabeing. '' Howhappj/^ thougfat 
she^ '* is Lady Adelina> in betng. blessed 
with the affectioa of such a mother ; and 
how stränge that the conversatnm and 
majuaef s of Lord Belmour shoukt differ 
so widely from them both !'^ 

^^ You reraind ine Tery iiiuch>'' md 
the Countess^ addregsing Louisa» whose 
featureä she had been attentively regard- 
ing ; '^ you remind me yery much of a 
daar friend of my youth^ who haa long 
been dead; you resemble her both in 
fefttures and voke : you are rather taller, 
b«t in every other respect you are 8o 
much like her^ that I could. almost fancy 
the-graye hadgivei^up itsdead^ ^ithout 
haying impaired the beauty of its yietitn. 
As I now g^ze on you^ I could forgel 
the lapse of time> and belieye I was 
seated by the earliest companion and 
frimd I ever had : yöur name too is the 
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sume; but she neyer bad a child, or I 
sboiild be tempted to think you were her 
daughter/' 

The eyes of the Countess bore testi-* 
mony to the strength bf her affection for 
the deceased, and of the duration of her 
regret for her death> i^hich she informed 
Louisa was sudden : but she had never 
been abl§ to learn in what manner or 
where her life had terminated. 

The tears of Louisa accompanied those 
of the Countess : '' Amiable child •! '' said 
she^ pressing Louisa's hand^ '^may you 
neTer have cause to shed more bitter tciars 
than those which nöw flow in sympathy 
for the woes of others ! Your mind now 
is pure and unsophisticated : carefully 
aroid eyery thought and action that may 
cast a stain on it^ and never have any 
concealments with those who are entitled 
by nature and affection to your confi- 
dence. So shall yoü avoid the reproaches 
of your own heart, and the bitter tears 



of remorse. The con^ciousaess of actiiig 
rigbt will Support you in affliction^ in 
pain^ and in every trying rnom^nt of 
life. But once forfeit that peace of 
mind> by an action your reasto condemns, 
and yotir life will be passed in misery : 
you cännot receive consolation from jour 
heart> when misfortime assails you^ for 
tbat teils ypu that you faaTe incurred it, 
by: not foUowing the dictates of con* 
science^ which never errs; and if you 
cannöt find it in your own breast^ it will 
be in vain to k>ok for it any where eise/' 

Louisa^ ktssing the band she held, 
ihanked her kind monitress for the lessoa 
which she had condescended to give her^ 
whifthu she energetically added, should 
be tniprinted on* her heart in indelible 
characters. 

'^ I trust it wilU'^ Said the Countess : 
^ our conversation has turned on a grave 
subject; but youth ought to be sericiii) 
som^tjmes : a few niinutes spent in that 
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way ig of more service than whole days 
pas^ed in carelessness or folly. But go 
DOW/' she addedj ^^ andjoin the young 
people. Adelina teils me that she already 
loves'you ; she is also a very good girl ; I 
should re^oice to seeyou friends/"- 

The affectionate heart of Louisa 
bouaded with pleasure at the kindness of 
the Gountess: she seemed to tread in 
air : the conversation in which she had 
been engaged had calmed the disq.uietude 
of her agitated spirits^ and soothed her 
mittd to perfeet peace and cornposure. 

In this happy frame of mind she met 
Walter Stanley, who congratulated her 
on her perfeet restoration to health^-r^ 

" Your, countenance now teils me/v said 

• 

he^ -' that you are better than you ^eie 
some hours back ; that is evidence I miist 
believe : but could I have had the same 
satisfaction when I last parted from you> 
£^would ha?e saved memuch anxiety/' 
^ Youaretoo good/^ replied Louisa, 
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^' io give yourself so much cofieera 
about me ; but I am graiefül fof it, apd 
faope I shali üot a^ia gtye ihjr frieiid» 
uneasine&s^ by exposiog myself so im^ 
prudentiy to the heat of tbe sun.'^ 

The remaiader of the day was passed 
by her in the most perfect tranquiUity : 
the tender assMuities of Mr. Stanley 
were grateful to her heart ; though she 
Miras uoconscious that bis idea occupied 
her mind ia the slightest degree. Sha 
«aw him converse with Lady Adelina» 
but it did not give her pain : his sAten^ 
tions to that lady were dictated by polite*- 
ness only : she plainly perceived i^ and 
this coniriction was consolatory to her. 

In the course of the evening, Miss 
Freemdn made several atAempts towar4 
familiär conversution with Louisa; but 
the ill opinion she had conceiyed of that 
lady, induced her to meet tho$e adrAnees 
with coldness. '^ A person^*' tfaougbi 
&he, '' who can wantonly betray the con- 
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fidence of her frieiid^ is one I by no 
means wisli to have aiiy ihtercourse with, 
farther th'an the common forms öf po- 
liteness render indispensable/" ' 

By fcilldwing the dictates of her in- 
genuous nätüre^ thät revolted from every 
thing which bore the seinblancc of per- 
fidy and ingratitude, Louisa innocently 
made an enemy of Miss Freeman; whose 
nature ^as mälignant and revengeful^ 
thoügh she had the art to eonceal those 
detestable qualities under an appearance 
of candoür' and simplicity. 
' To those whom Providence had placed 
in ä subordinate Situation, Miss Freeman 
was haughty and ovcrbearing ; but to 
her superiors she was pliable, gentle« 
and submissiTp. She was the daughter 
öf a eountry gentleman, whom the Coun- 
tess had long known and esteeraed: by 
unavoidable misfortuhes^ he had been re- 
duced from affluence to almost total want^ 
ugainst i^rhich he had long struggled with 



A TAUE. 77 

manly fortitude^ but in the end had suiik 
under it. Anxiety for tliis bis opiy cbild 
preyed on bis mind^ and deprived bim of 
bis senses. The bumanity of tbe Cpuntess 
of Delville supported bim tili be was re- 
leased from tbe woes of mortality ; but 
ber kindness did not cease wben tbe ob- 
ject of it was no more ; sbe still extended 
it to bis orpban daugbter (tben about 
sixteen year^ of age)^ wbom sbe took 
bome to ber bous^^ and made tbe c#mpaf- 
niou of her only daugbter, wbo waa 
nearly of tbe same age. IV^ss Freeman 
bad received tbe rudiments of a genteei< 
education at a boarding-scbool, but tbe 
misfortunes of ber fatber bad prevented 
ber from obtaining more tban a superficial 
knowledge of any brancb of Jeaming. 
Her mind was wbolly uncultirated : no 
pains bad been taken to suppress tbe 
seeds of envy, malice, and ill-nature^ 
to wbicb sbe was naturally prone; nor 
bad sbe been so fortunate as to obtain a 

E 3 
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friend wlio \¥OuId warn her of the dan- 
ger of giying the reins to those destrue- 
tiye pas^ions^ or describe to her the 
beauty of virtue, and the peace of mind 
which it bestows on its possessot. 

She was endowed by nature with great 
quickness of comprehension^ and an un- 
derstanding capable of the most extended 
improyement; but> from taking a wrong 
bias^ what might have produced the 
most exalted virtues^ dispiayed onljr 
meanness^ duplicity^ and cunning: to 
promote her own interest^ she could as*- 
sume the garb of meekness^ tendemess, 
and eyerj yirtue that was actually a 
stranger to her bosom. Lady Adelina, 
whose soul was the &3at of yirtue and 
goodness^ had not the remotest idea of 
the real character of Miss Freeman ; 
-she saw her an orphan^ and friendless^ 
deserted byeveryone except the Coun* 
tess and herseif: her assumed yirtues 
passed current with her ; she took pains 
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to improve her in ever j thiE^ iisefiil and 
ornamental ; she rtudied to render the 
fetters of dependance light and easy; 
and both the Countess and herseif treated 
her in every respect as a friend and com» 
panion. 

Yet, for all these benefits she feit no 
^ratitude, though she continually pro-* 
fessed it : to advance h^r interest, or 
gratify her xesentment^ she would have 
made no scruple to sacrifice both tbose 
amiable women^ ^irho had rescned her 
from want. 

This being the disposition of the lady 
whomLouisa had offended by treatingher 
-with iodifference^ it is natural to sappose 
tfaat she would not suffer it io pass with 
impunity. In the bitterness of offended 
pride^ she wished for revenge, and se- 
cretly hoped that she should have an op- 
portunity of gratifying it at some future 
time« 

e4 
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The day after thcir retum from the 
balf^ Mr. Howard was seized with an 
Indisposition that assumed a very serious 
app^arance. Louisa^ much alarmed, 
would not be again persuaded to quit 
him ; but in the utmost anjciety awaited 
the crisis of bis complaint^ wbicb^ to her 
inexpressible satisfaction^ was favour- 
able. In about a weck be was able to 

leave the bouse^ and walk some distance : 

• 

bis convalescence was no sooner an- 
nounced^ than sbe was entreated to-joia 
tbe party at tbe ball^ as every arrange- 
ment was completed for tbe marriäge of 
Lord Belmour with Armida Stanley; 
and it was tbe wisb of tbe wbole family 
that sbe sböuld be present on the occa- 
sion. By tbe desire of Sir Walter, Mr. 
Howard was to perform tbe ceremony^ 
whicb accocdingly took place in a few 
days. 

The new-married couple sat off, at* 
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teodfd by Miss Stanley^ to a süperb 
house» that had been presented to hi» 
lordship^ on bis marriage^ by tbe Earl of 
Delville, wbo was muck gratified with 
bis son'^s cboice. 

The satisfaction of all partfes seemed 
complete : Lady Stanley was elated with 
tbe splendour of her daugbter^s nup«-^ 
tials ; and Sir Walter^ satisfied tbat na 
autbority bad been exerted te compel 
her to accept bis lordsbip as a busband, 
was rejoiced tbat it bad contributed to» 
form tbe bappiuess of her ladysbipr 
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CHAP. V. 



Btttvho tbe melodici of mom caii teil?. 

TbQ wild brook bubblini^ down tbe mpaiit§in'8 ride ; 
Tbe lowing berd; tbe sheepfold's simple bell; 

The.pipe of earlj «hepherd dim descried 

In tbe lowvalle^r; ecbotog far and wide, 
Tbe clamoroQs hom lilong tbe cliffs äbove ; 

Tbe^oUow mpnmir of tbe ocefm tide; 
The bum of bees ; tbe lianet^s lä^r of love; 
And tbe fiill cboir tbat wakta tbe uniTersal grote.' 

Bbatxib» 



The departure of the Earl of Del- 
yille's family shortly succeeded tbat of 
Lord Belmour and bis bride. Louisa^ 
extremely regretted tbe Company of Lady 
Adelina^ for wbom sbe feit tbe sincerest 
attacbment. During tbe illness of Mr. 
Howard^ sbe bad several times^ accom- 
panied by Miss Stanley^ paid ber a visit 
at tbß Manor House : ber conversation 
was so mild and endearing^ so free from 
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every vestige of ill-nature^ or närrow- . 
minded pride, that she stole irresistibly 
oa the affections. Louisa fdt her esteem 
every day increasing: '^ Walter Stan- 
ley/' thought shc, '' must löve so mueh 
goodness and virtue ; he would not^ I am 
coavioced, sacrifice his affectiona fof the 
mere adventitious circumstance of riehes 
and title: Üxe noble independence of his 
character foPbid« me to entertain an idea. 
so injurious to him. But when those 
advanta^es are lendered truly valuable 
by the possessor being blessed with every 
amiable quality thai adorns human na«^ 
türe^ and gives additional splendour to 
the lustre of .a noble name^ he cannot 
surely avoid returning the affectiöd of 
sucha woman !" 

Miss Stanley had confirmed Hie iiitel- 
ligenee öbtained from Miss Freeman^ re^ 
specting the affection of Lady Ad^lina 
fibr her btother : but at the same time she 
had inibrmed Louisa^ that she mucb 
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feared the attachment was not recipro- 
cal ; indeed her brother had declared io 
Sir Walter (who ^ad recommended bis 
cultiyating her ladj^ship's goöd opinioa)/ 
that he was convinced he co.uld never 
entertain a warmer sentimeiot for Lady 
Adelina than he did at present : he said^ 
he respected her many amiable qualities, 
and esteemed the goodiiess of her heart; 
but he could never consider her in any 
other light tbati as a friend^ or feel for 
her any other s^itiment than that which 
the relationship now existing between the 
two families warranted. 

" This de^ermiiiation of Walter*8>** 
continued Miss Staäley^ when informmg 
I^puisa of it^ ^' häs giyen Sir Walter 
great uneasiness^ as^ I am sorry to say> 
the expensiye manner in which the family 
have lived has müch decrei^sed the opu-^ 
lence of it. . Sir Walter informed my 
brother of this circumßtimce^ to induce 
him to avail faims^lf of the predilection 
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of Lady Adelina, who, to great riches, 
adds 80 many estimable qualities^ which 
vould no doubt insure him permanent 
happiness/' 

The Countess of Delville had conti- 
nued to treat Louisa with the same de- 
gtee of kindness and attention that she 
had at first honoured her with. When 
takiiig leäve of her, the day before they 
quitted the l|all> sbe expressed the regret 
she feit at being so soon separated^ in 
termis that impressed Louisa with the 
liyeliest gratitude. 

'^ My dear Miss Fitzormbnd/' said 
the Countess, ^' if you should ever need 
the : advice or assistance of a friend> 
make no scruple of applying to nie. I 
. feel much interested for you, more even 
than circumstances at present Warrant: 
you are now, it is true, protected by the 
most beneyolent and affectionate of men; 
but as vevery thing> my dear Jjouisa, is 
. mutp^ble and vncertaiti, you miiy stand 
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in need of the direction of a person more 
capable of affording it than jou may pos- 
»ibly have in such an emergency. Forget 
not the invitatiön I now give you/' 

Louisa wept the thanks she was unable 
to utter: the tenour of the Coüntess's 
speech, she in^agined^ föteboded «bme 
eyil to her^ though of what nattire she 
could not cöoiprehend. '' No evi\/* 
thought she^ '^ can assail m^, to render 
it necessary that I should aVail myself of 
her gen^rous ofifer, büt the death of my 
revered, beloved Mr. Howard; and he is 
so much reeoi^ered^ that I may reason- 
ably hope t^ be long blessed wiih hls 
psotecting eare and fatherly advice : but 
should mi^föttune reacb me^ where only 
I think I cöiild not sustaiü it with fofrti- 
tude^ I dhotild indeed need the advice 
and Support of a flriend so capabte öf 
bestowing it/' 

The Countess wad B^iCted vfith the 
sileüt elöquence ef h^ tears> v^hibh 
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spoke more forcibly the gratitude sbe 
Mt, than words could have done. 

Teoderlj embracing ber^ sbe led her 
tbougbts to a more cbeerful subject. 
Sbe spoke of tbe attacbmerft of Lady 
Adelina for her> and of tbe pleasure it 
would afford tbem ta meet at some future 
time. 

*' Lady Stanley/' continued tbe Coun- 
tess, '^ teils me tbat sbe pnrposes asking 
Mr. Howard to permit you to accom- 
pany ber to town wbeii sbe quits Stanley 
Hall : if be does^ ' I sball no doubt bave 
the pleasure of meeting yon^ but if 
iiot> some other event will perbajis afford 
HS tbat pleasure. On eyery occasion^ 
my dear girlj be guided by tbe counsel 
of your respected friend^ and hold' fast 
the integrity you are so much indebted 
to bim for baying instructed you, by 
bis example, to support; it bas made 
me loye you^ and it will always gain you 
tbe esteem öf tbe wise and good, '^ " 
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Louisa promised obedience to ber ad* 
vice^ wbicb sbe said sbe would implif- 
citly follow on all occasions, and not 
without tears did tbe Gountess take leaye 
of her. 

The solitude of tbe ball^ after tbe 
departure of lier visitors^ and tbe loss €^ 
ber daugbter's society^ soon became irk- 
. some tp Lady Stanley ; accu|tomed fvom 
tbe time of ber marriage to live always 
in a crovi^d> retirement and quiet i^ece 
insupportably tedious to ber. 

Sbe tberefore süiDn bad her bouse 
again tbe scene of festivity end pleasure. 
Louisa^ now Miss Stanley was gone, . sei- 
dorn made more than a transient visat: 
tBose ladies sbe mat there were too mucb 
like Lady Stanley to afford her mucb 
pleasure in tbeijr society ; and ber beanty 
and simplicity of manners were consi- 
. dered.by them as subjects^ tbe one of 
envy, tbe otber of contempt. 

Mr. Stanley^ wbo still continued ai 
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the hall^ for the ostensible purpose of 
shooting^ was the onlj person^ except 
Sil: Walter, who paid her any attention : 
the latter, Mr. Howard had observ^d, 
as well as herseif, was generally engaged 
at billiards, or sk)me other game. 

The adyice of the Countess, and the 
Communications of Miss Stanley, rela* 
tii^e to the wishes of her family, had 
enabled Louisa to perceiye the real state 
of her feelings towards Walter Stanley ; 
and she was soon eonvinced, on animpar** 
tial scrutiny, that her mind was too 
much impressed with his merits to allöw 
her to see him united to another, with- 
out giviflg her pain. ^^ If I only loved 
him with the affection of ä sister,'' she 
would say, ^' should I not rejoice to see 
him married to so amiable a persoh as 
«Lady Adelina? But I cadnot think of 

it withput sickening at the very idea. 

Ycs — it is in vain to conceal it from 



90 THE soldier's orpban : 

inyself that I love Irim : but I am cer» 
tain it is with that purity which would 
induce me to prefer his happiness to mj 

" He does not love Lady Adelina J 
How unfortunate is she ! Neither have I 
any reason to suppose that lie loves me : 
let me then, wbile I baye power to do it^ 
erase this passion from my too susceptible 
heart. Indeed^ what baye I to expect 
by encouraging it ? Must I not ineyi- 
tably heap up misfortunes on myself ? 
Sball I not also cloud tbe latter days of 
my dearest friend witb unayailing sorrow 
aüd regret ? For^ eyen snpposing that I 
was beloyed by Walter Stanley, what 
have I to bring to his arms but poverty ? 
Ah ! let me conquei: this weakness, and 
not inyolye in misery those who ai'e so 
dear to me/* 

In this heroic resolution she had the 
courage to perseyere : she carefully 
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avoided the society of bim who had ex- 

cited those tender emotious which had 

giyen her so much uneasiness^ and which^ 

she feared, would occasion her so many 

more, if not timely suppressed. When 

he visitedv- at the Manor House^ she 

would only see him when in the presence 

of Mr, Howard^ and eyen then avoided 

eyery discussion likely to excite her ad- 

miration^ by calling forth the noble sen- • 

timents of Mr. Stanley, whose tongile 

possessed the magic pow^er of conyiction, 

and whose eloquence^ she feared^ would 

lead her to forget- her resolution^ and 

compel her to yield her heart up entirely 

to the fascinating witcheries of a first 

love. 

This resolution^ it is true, cost her a 
severe struggle ; but sh^ called in the aid 
of virtue and religion to support herj^ 
and she soon found the comfort arising 
from a virtuous resolution firmly adhered 
to in the peaceful ser^nity of her bosom* 
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which had been before torn with conflict- 
ing paseions. 

The behaviour of Mr. Stanley to- 
wards Louisa was tender and respect- 
ful; 'but bis looks frequently seemed to 
reproach her for so studiously avoiding 
him. His impatient manner, whenever 
she quitted him, evidently betrayed the 
Situation of his heärt, which was not 
less agitated than her own; yet, as he 
had never, in direct terms, given her 
reason to suppose that he feit for her 
more than the common affection whieh 
their acquaintance from childhood na- 
turally authorised, she would not allow 
herseif to think that he entertained any 
warmer sentiments for her : but a trifling 
inctdent discovered to Louisa the real state 
of his heart, and the fervency of the pas- 
sion with which she had ins.pired him. 

One morning Mr. Stanley havirig call- 
ed at the parsonage, on his return from 
shooting, Mr, Howard inquired wbat 
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sport he had had? '' Wby/' return^d 
he^ '^ what I suppose a true sportsinan 
would call verj little; but I don't go 
out so much to make war with the birds^ 
and fright thetn frotn their peaceful re- 
treats, as I do to enjoy the beauties of a 
mild autumnal morning; to see the newly- 
/isen sün enliTening with hls cheeriog 
infiueiK^e all animated nature; to listen 
to the lowing of the cattle in the pas- 
tures^ and the cheerful voice of the pea- 
sant, whistling or singing; as he goes to 
his daily labour to gain a sustenance for 
hi« family, who look to him for Sup- 
port. This imparts a pleasure to my 
heart superior to any that I have eyer feit 
in partaking the most fashionable amuse« 
ments« or mixiag in the most brilliant 
flocieties ; where nature is generally sa«« 
crificed to art^ and where scandal, ^Qvy^ 
and detraction^ assume the name of wit 
and elegance. 



94 THE soldier's orphan : 

. '' This moroing was particularly adaf^t*^ 

ed to call forth tbe admjration af a lover 

of the sublime and beautiful works of 

iiature l the rieh scenery^ over a great 

extent of cauntry^ was, in some parts> 

gilded with the brilliant rays of the 

isun> which rose in majestic splendour^ 

and in others cast into a rieh mel-, 

low shade, the beauty of which was 

increased by the cootrasted colours of 

the trees and shrubs^ some shining like 

burnished gold, others tinged with a 

blushing red, or sober brown, and some 

still flourishing in the blooming liyery of 

spring. 

'^ Though unable to copy the liveljr 
tints of 'Nature's pencil, yet I attempted 
to sketcli the picturesque landscape on 
one side of me. As you/' continued 
he, turning to Louisa, ^' are a proficient 
in the mimic art, you will perhaps think 
my attempt to copy nature bat meanl/ 
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executed: the scene 'vvhich I have en« 
deavoured to Imitate was worthy of your 
superior band/' 

Searchiog among several loose papers 
which he took from his pocket^ he pre- 
stnted the drawing to Louisa^ who spoke 
of it, as did Mr. Howard^ with the ad- 
niration it justly merited. 

Their coaversation turning on draw- 
ing and painting^ at the desire of Mr. 
Howard^ Louisa produced her portfolio 
for the inspection of Mr. Stanley, who, 
mach delighted with^ some of her per^ 
formancesj amused himself by lopking 
over them, fpr a considerable time. 

When he took his leave, and Louisa 
was retui^ning her drawings to their 
place, she perceived a paper which she 
imagined did not belong to her> with 
several of her own that had fallen on the 
floor. 
Taking it up to examine it^ she found 



96 THE SOLBIER'« ORPUAM T 

it contained verses ^ritten with a penciL 
in Mr. Stanley 's hand-writing. 

" Oh! Oh!'^ exclaimed she, " then 
Stanley has more resources than one to 
make bis mornings pass pleasantly; I 
sliould like to know if his poetry is 
as elegant ad his drawing. But with 
such a genius as he possesses/' added 
sbe^ with a sigh, '^ no doubt it is« The 
muse that inspires him miist excuse mj 
gratifying the curiosity I feel to know 
how he employs it." Aftet a momen- 
tary hesitalion^ during which slie was 
-debating wliether she should return 
the paper unread or not, curiositj 
got the better of this prudent sug^s- 
tion. 

To Louisa, 

m 

O iovpiy niaid ! thy look is cold ; 

Cold are the glances of thine eye : 
Is it Louisa I behold 

My sorrows slight^ my prefedce fly ?* 
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Vet'cottkl my wärmest pray^rs aVaiU 

£vVy blies on earth were thine : 
To bid no griefs thy heart a5sail> 

Would be the pride, the joy ofmine. 

Then Only breathe one pray'r for me> 

That wheresoe'er remote I go, 
The heart that would have died for thee^ 

May meet thrö' Itfe iiö<s^'Üier woe ! 
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liouisa^ extremely-agitsied» folded np 
the paper iTvith a deep sigh. '* Then he 
teaUj loves me/' wfaispered ahe-^;'' tram- 
porting thought ! But fai$ eyes htTe 
toid me 80 a thousMid times ; how then 
could he be so blind ag not to seeby 
mine that he is equally beloved ^ Alas ! 
did he know the struggles that hearti, 
whiich he aeeuses of coldness and in» 
sensibiiity; has sustained^ he wonld 
cease to call it cruel : but dear as he is 
to me^ he must never know it. It ü for 
th j benefit^ dearest friend, that I must 
afflict myself and thee/* 

TOL. I. F • 
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Louisa^ on first finding the paper, 
'which had convinced her beyond a doubt 
that she was warmly beloTed> imagined 
it migbt contain an address to the raorn- 
ing, or some such poetical effusion as 
would allow of her returning it again to 
him; but nowt she could not po^siblj 
think pf doing it : ' she resolved^ there- 
fbre;, to codciJtal it^ or perhaps destroy 
ü. But this last resolution she coüld 
not prevail on herseif to put in prac-^ 
Ute: and \vhere is the female^ who^ lov- 
ing* tenderly m she dtd^ and only just 
assured that the object of her afiection 
feit 'an equal^return of passion, could 
kave had the prudence to act difier- 
chfly? 

* It is true^ that by ; treasuring xip 
this proof of his^ regard whom she 
loved> she M^as cherishing the passion 
she had before been trying to subdue : 
but the sophistry of love wöuld not 
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sufier herto s€e it in th»t light. ' *' Therc 
can be no härm," Said slie^ '^ in retaining 
this paper> if it is not inquired for : I 
surelj deserve this little indulgence^ for 
the pain I have voluntarilj endured^ to 
conceal the affection 1 bear to the writer, 
Duty> and the d^ßire I feel \xi adranee 
his welfare in preference to my own pre* 
sent happiness, still demand that I should 
continue to conceal it ; but neither duty 
nor gener osity demands more. " |(*rom thM 
time^ this precious paper ^as carefully 
deposited were she could readilj have 
access to it: frequently^ when lamenting 
the neccssity there was for her to tear 
his image from her heart^ or only think 
of him as in the days^ of childfaood^ she 
would find her seif bathing it with her 
tears^ and though every letter was en- 
graven on her heart^ still tracing the 
characters with the most minute atten*- 

tion. 

In the tnean time Walter Stanley^ hay- 

f2 
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ing missed the paper^ i^as most anxiously 
solicitous to regain it : he could not bear 
to think that the declaratioQ. it contained 
of Ipve for Löuisa^ should be prophaned 
by vulgär, or careless ejes« But vain 
were all his endeavoürs to find it, askd ii 
nev^r once occurred to him that she had 
got it. Could he haye known how highlj 
it was prized by her^ it wou)d haye . so* 
laced him for all the sufferings he was 
daily condemned to feel^ Iromher apparent 
coldness^ as he imagined^ towards him» 
Indeed^ the discoYerywhichit oiade of 
the real state of his heart^ thus gratifying 
to Louisa> did not make her relax any of 
the reserye she had iuiposed ob her seif 
to maintain ; but rather teaded to render 
her more than usnally so ; as her dellcacy 
was aiftrmedj, lest he should suspect that 
she was in possession. of his secret^ and 
willing to make the first advances* 

Not long after this event^ as she was 
jitting; with Mr. Howard^ the latter re- 
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ceived a note #roin Sir Walter^ requesting' 
his immediate presence at the hall. It ap- 
peared written in haste^ and agitation. 
Mr. Howard presehted it to Louisa^ to 
let her see the reason o£ his leavin^ her^ 
and ordering his h9rse>. prepared imme- 
diately to attend the sumtnons. 

Louisa,much surprised^wearied herseif 
With Gonjectures äs to the cause : her 
mindj constantly dwellihg on the idea of 
her lover^ could'su^est noother reason, 
buttfaat s'omething had happened io him. 
The loBger she thought of it> the more 
strongly was she impressed witlx the cer- 
tainty^ tfaat some fatal accident had taken 

« 

place^ of which she, perhaps, was the 
cause. « 

" Oh!" why/' cricd she, *^ was I not 
permitted to ga with Mr. Howard ? Lady 
Stanl$y> tinaccustomed to scenes of dis- 
tress, will never have fortitude to sustain 
the sightof her beloved son sufTering 
nnder misfortune; she will sink under it;, 
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and Walter, ^hom I would wilUoglj 
die to save^ Mrill be left to the care of 
hirelings^ unspothed hy the Yoice of affec«- 
tion, and unregarded by the teoder eje 
of pity ; in bis last nioments^ tcK>, perhaps^ 
he will accuse me of indifference to his 
fate, and crueltj, to which mj heart is a 
atranger." 

Sbe continued in this state of pain« 
ful suspeDse tili the return of Mr, How- 
ard, M^hich was not for several houirs. 
The instant she sawhim approacb^ sheflew 
tovrards him in breaihlees expectatioa pf 
having' her fears confirnied. *' Teil mc, 
mydear Sir j " shehastilyexclaimed/Vhat 
has happened !*' *' Js Walter Stanley/* 
she wouldhave said^ but shame prevented 
her giving her thought utterance^ '^ is 
Lady Stanley, and all the family safe ?" 

" They are all perfectly safe, my dear 
child»'* saidMr. Howard. ''An unpleasani 
circumstance compelled Sir Walter to 
send for me, that I might assist him with 
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my advice; but evcry thing is now 
settled^ and Sif Walter and bis son re^ 
store^ in some measure to tbat tran- 
quiUityj^\)rbicb tbe event lalludeto so 
rudely interrupted. Lady Stanley kno\irs 
. nothing of M^bat bas bappened ; tberefore^ 
let me entreat you^ my dear Louisa^ not to 
notice it^ if you sbould see ber Lady- 
ship. 

'^ I am not able ta ent^r ifite a detail 
of tfae business at present ; . .when | feel 
myaelf more equal to tbe task>. I M^ill in- 
form you of sometbiag it is necessary^ .1 
think^ you sbould know/' 

Mr. Howard now wibbed- Louisa^ a* 
good nigbt^ and dismif^ ber to |>€r 
cbamber witb more tban bU usual.^en- 
derness. Lotiisa fanoied sbe.gawa teftr 
trembling in bis eye as be parted from 
ber^ and thi« idea made ber owa fl<^w 
profusely. 

Thecbamber sbe occupiedwastbesame 
tbat bad been allotted to.ber fatb^r« the 

f 4 
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onlynightthfith^pässedat Mr. Howard^'s; 
it was tberefore endeated to her from that 
circumstance. Frequently^ \)rhen she re* 

riireA to xeü, she found plaasura in Walking 
carefuUj over every part of it, '' Here, ' ' 
iihewouldsay/'mjfatheroncestood I Here 
he shedbitter tearsof anguish^ atthehour 
of my fairth ; tears^ no succeedlng^ events 
ever tended to wipe away, From that fatal 
nigbt^ miafortüne marked him for her 

^ewn; he saW the wife he adored snatched 
ftom him by the haüd of death ; and the 

^chiI3i so tenderiy bequeathed to bim by 
her^ destined never afterto re'ceivehispa- 
rental embrace^ or to hear himself hailed 
by the endearii^ nanie of ifather. In a 
foi^eign land, - far Iremoved from eyery 

' objeet dear to bis heart; amid the tumults 
of war^ bis days were closfed» and per-^ 

'hap» bis cold remains deiiied the rites 
of burial« or at best, only— 

** By strangers bOQOÜrM, and by strangert moorn'4^** 
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Yet amidst all his afflictiofts^ he Iiad the 
consolation of knowing that his child 
vrms protected by betagt so good and 
amiable, thatthey would aopj^ly his place 
to her : tbis mOrt have been a soothing 
recollection ; and his spirit> wfaieh I de- 
light to believe hovers over me^ no doubt. 
blessesthem tM it: in.this room» I feel 
he 19 near me; that he nightly watehes my 
repose^ and guards me from e viL If I re« 
tire here oppressed with griejf^ and think 
6f him^ my mind is calmed^ and sootlied . 
lo peace ; and if elated by the giddy 
dreams of youthilPul vanity^ . it is cor- 
reeted^ and subdufd to pensiVe reflection^ 
or cheefful gratitude. Yet this little 
. space cotitaiDs the only spoi in the wide 
.extent of creatibn, in whieh I cantrace^ 
^veii fHk imagtnation« the footsteps of a 
«nngle retative/' 

On qüittiiig Mri Howard tW eVening^ 
fhe . feit a presentiment of approaching 
•vil : the soliiü^e of her Chamber did not 
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\ impaxt th^ B^reoityi t^ Mr ä^italed breast 
whiph it h94<}n .otbef occasioQS beea. woot 
to . do. AeMl^. apd .i^ieu^y« ^«faiSj paeed 

Tto and fro <^;jrpoi|^, loftgmg.fiir, yet 
dreafling, l^^ qippfpftcji pf ^iWMriiing, ^hei^ 
she^bapedlrtq, haye:J)0r fearsrelbved hy 
tbe proinised.^]i^planation. , ' 

' Tbe nigbt was i^nc^pfi^.f nly b^autifu}^ 
büt it did notsootb; tbi^ tuiDuU of ber 
mmd. Sbe bad c^tiijiguished. ber ligbt« 

^ ■ 

aüd throwii^ppea^ tbe i Window^ to admit 
tbe air,' as ske ^ feit oppressf d with be^it« 
Suddenly sl^ß imagii^ed sbe beard a.foot«^ 
Step on tbe grabet beneatb ; ber beart 
palpitated witb terror*— it was late, and tbe 
domestics bad long retired to.rest-^wbo 
could it be? Robbers had nc^er dared 
to invade tbe respected mansion of Mr. 
Howard. Yet tbey migbt be teibpted 
to commit sucb an outrage. And if so^ 
'.' HeaTen/' said sbe^ '^ bas appointed hie 
to frustrate tbeir wicked intentions by 
timely alarming tbe familj/' 
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^fae listbned attöntlverjv tahtat t&e tiaf% 
repeated, foui na soufidimet Iier eir, ea:- 
cep t tbe «iuftiirt tinkiia^ * <>f e^he folds; «m1 
the h'dll'o w voiec of tbe soHtary bird of 
night. : ' . 

Supposing idie faaxl been^deceiued^ i&s 
was retiring from thß.window^ wheg she 
plainlj disco.vered thc £gUTä öf.'a tasa 
Crossing the la^. Terror • uovr gaye way 
to sarprisey for the petsönj whoever Ke 
^as> bore^'na hörtiie appear9^ee;. his^ 
arois were crossed üo bis breast, and bis 
head bent fowards the'ground. Louua 
was fixedy as b v endmntiheiit, to the wip- 
do^, with her eyes sirained to <^tch 
aaöther ' ghmce of hit person> whieKshe 
fanbied' Wfcs familiär to her» but w'bkh 
the shade (of some large trees ccmc^ied 
from he^'anxiöiis Tiew. However^ ^he 
was not long kept in ^uilpieiise, '- for the 
figure, aidvancing again towards the 
hoiise^ d^twtA hdr dklitißtlj thß,J«m 
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106 THE leiiMljR'S ORrBAur 

1 

^ $BtimM af Wiltef SlMlay: f«r a 
■omnt lie rtitediiift eyn ta Jier :wuidaw^ 
aod softly proooiMidng a teo4er adieu^ 
in «"vriiiGh ibe distingiuthed her owu 
aiune, he turned quickly away, and was 
loftt to her in the surroünding gloom. 

By an' almort inyoluBtary impulse Ae 
ot^ided her arou towardff him> bul 
before she €<mld articulate his naiiie, 
he waabeyond tilie;reacfa of her voice. 

Sh® was conyi&Ged , he hftd not seen 
her, for ihat part of the house where she 
fttood was cast into shade, by tiie moon 
gradually unking on the other side. 

For some thne she continued at Uie 
wjndöwj fimdly hoping he wonid retiim> 
%ttt all continuing sadly silent, she cloied 
Hy and retired, to endeatotir to dbtain that 
repose whtch her irearied spmts so much 
teeded. But she had now a fresh tob- 
|ect for eM\jecibiTe; why Walter Stanley 
shottld at that hour be wwdering about 
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tfae abode wbich contained her i For that 
she was the occasion of his noetuntai 
Tiait^ sfae had no doubt. 
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tli€ nccessity there is for you rto persenre- 
in such generous intentiGns, you will mostt 
readily continue to do so^ ftiid thereby 
obtain the siipprobatioo of your own heart, . 
änd retain thß affißction of all your friends. . 

^ It is not, belieye me^ my d^ar cbild^ tbe 
gratification of our wi^bes^ .howeyer rea- 

;soDable and j;u§t they .ipttyiappeär^ that 
always c.OQstitutes our b^ppioefifs; yery 
far froqa it ; that .whicbf we ofiü^a iinagin»^^ 
in th^ warmth «of youthi would completo^ 

<t>ur eart^ly felicity^ not unfjreque&tly^ if: 
obtainad^^ cause» our greatest mi«erjr for 
tbe remainder of our liyes, SeHnjisnial^ 
ig a virtue weare commajaMied to practisty 
and it seldom fail^r jto bring that p^ce 
to tbe heart^ which a. contrary: conduct 
would not bestow/* 

Louisa^ wbo had believed her «ecret. 
anxiety was unobserved by eyery oile, 
föund herseif confttsed and dismayed that 
Mr. Howard 3houM be iso well acquiiin^ 

,ed with ih% »ature of hsr feelings : sbt 
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as it had not been expected for some 
weeks. 

*' It was not/* Said Mr. Howard; 
'^but 8ome family conceims of importance 
have taken^ liim to London, and I think 
it probable he will nbt return hither at 
least for some months. ** 

Louisa feit her colour vary : she tried 
to speak with indifference on the subject^ 
but found herseif not equal to the effört. 

Mr. Howard, who obseryed her emotion, 
tenderly tookherhand : "Mydcar Louisa/* 
Said he, in a tone of sympathy, ** I haye 
not been an inattentire observer of your 
eonduct for some- time past: I applaud 
the noble effbrts yon have made to conquer 
an attachment^ which themerit of itsobject 
reasonably justifies you in havinj^ con- 
ceived ; but which circumstances no longer 
allow yqu to continue. 

'^Acting as you have done, solely impell- 
ed by the dictates of your own mind, I 
need not fear but that^ when you know 
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ous confessioD^ and recommended ber to 
adhere to the determination she had form- 
ed^ as the most iikely method for her to 
regain her entire peace of mind* \ 

*' When I went ye$terday to the hall^" 
contioued Mr. H#wArii " I foUnd Sir 
Walter and bis son ip tbe.utmost coii- 
steroation^ ia consequei^ce of the former 
having be^n arrett^d for i. mucblarger 
«um tbaa he could at present possibly 
commtod/ 

. '' His iBLaxid;j lest Lady Stanley should 
be made acquainted with the circum- 
\staiaice, suxd occasiohber paio> was greater 
than what hQ feit bQ bis own account. 

^^ He informed me his estateis were so 
deeply mortgaged^ that it was almost 
impossible to raise any more money on 
.theoi. Her Ladyship'.sjointure was «tili 
untouched, and^ not . for M^orlds would he 
.suffer it to be injured : he relied^'he satd, 
entirely on the aflection of his son to 
relieve htm from inevitable destruction. 
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which it wad in.hia power to do^ by 
availing himself of the partiality of Lietdy 
Adelina Belmour. 

^'' I had liopedi" continued Sir Walter, 

^' I «hoid4i bave been spared thi^ painftü 

task. Bui since I last spoke to liim on 

the subject^ I haveiiiToIyed.fiiyself in a 

dehi wliltli. muft^t be paid^ ak it is a debt 

af honour.' I plajed and lost: hopii^ 

to ratrieTe my good fortune/ I staked 

douMcr: the same ill lack purstied me ; 

nof did. it cease tili the debt first incur- 

ced \¥ai idcreased to an immenae amount : 

I dare not saj. to how.muchj or my brain 

will madden. ; Bat no matter^ it must 

be paid. There is only onc way left to . 

save the father*s honoui'^ (nay, even Jiis 

life, for I cannot surviye the loss of 

the fonncr ) and ihe mother*'s happiness. 

This, my son/' said he^ turningto WaK 

ter, ^^ you can do ; the immense förtune 

of Lady Adelina will rescue your family 

froiu ruiö ; it will restore your fkther to 
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happiness^ and it will not injur^ the gc* 
nerous^womanj wlio will enable you to 
preserve the honour of a.house that never 
yet knew sliame^ as/ by pfiying off the 
mortgage> and acting Vith piore pru- 
dence in future^ I, shouid in a fevr yeara 
be able to repay you.*' 
. " Bvt I have wandered frpm thedifect 
point/' Said Mr. Howard* ** Sir Wal- 
ter's priBcipal reason for seiidiii|f forme^^ 
was to adjust matters with tbepersons 
seot to take him into custody^ fbr the 4ie« 
cHrity of a debt whicfa ought to Imte 
been paid some time back. This I was 
fortunäte eaougfa to efffeet ; my l>ail was 
accepted^ and Sir Walter *s person Icft 
at iiberty; but, .1 fear, only to a tem- 
porary state of Iiberty ; bis ittiprudence 
having made it probable that he will 
again very iShortJy be exposed to the 
same inconrvefuence, unless some plan it 
iormed to extricate him from bis embar.^ 
rasiSmentis. 
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" Could Walter Stanley consent <o 
cubmit bis inclinations tq his father's 
directions, this might be done ; as Lady 
Adelina has a fortune independant^of 
tbe Karl her father : but, highly as he 
estimates th^ bonour of his family^ and 
loves bis father, I can hardly be brought 
to think he will. 

'^ Indeed^ the thoughtless extrava- 
gaiice of I^idy Stanley, and the no' less 
culpable indulgence of Sir Walter lo per* 
mitting it, makeg me afraid to add my 
persuasioQS to his, to prevail on his soa 
to do it, as I much fear their impru* 
dence will not cease with their present 
diffieulties; for Sir Walter, from. habit 
as well as from affection, can refpse his 
Udy nothing. Neither do I think sho 
would have strength of mind to give up 
the idle dissipalions of the world^ or 
meet the contumelious n^lect of the sor 
ciety to which she bat been accustomed. 
'' Intbat case, tbe aisistance they would 
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receive from Lady Adelina's fortüne 
would not afford permanent relief/ and 
their son would have the mortification 
of knowing he had sacrificed his h^ppi* 
ness to little purpose^ 

''Sir Walter 's appeal to bis son^ and 
the firm reliance he seemed tö have on 
his filial affection^ most sensibly aflfected 
him. But it did not succeed in obtäin- 
ing his consent : he assured his father 
•that he would with cheerfulness give up 
his title to theestates^ and consent tu anj 
arrangeme^ts he thougbt proper to make, 
to afford him present ease ; but that he 
abhorred the idea of offering his band, 
where his heart could not accompany it, 
more particularly^ as the declared pur- 
pose was to get possession of tfais lady-s 
fprtune. 

^' He allowed tbe merits of Lady Ade- 
lina^ which his father urged as an in- 
ducement for his compliance ; but declar- 
ed that it rendered him still less inclined to 
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oiTer her so poor an equivalent as his 
persoa would be, without either ai^ adä- 
quate fort une^ or wßat^ to a M^oman of 
delicacy, was bf infiijitely grcater value— * 
a heart devoted only to her. It was ia 
yain that bis fathör repeatedly assurcd 
him Lady Adel ina 's happiness dejiended 
on him ; that she would be satisfied with 
bis esteem and friendship alone ; and 
that her many amiable qualities would 
in time create an mterest in bis heart, 
and nrnke her dear to him : he remained 
inexorably fixed in bis first determina- 
tioQ. At langes wben he found no ob- 
jections he could make would satisfy 
Ms fatber^ he declared that bis affeotions 
v^ere bestowed on an object so estimable^ 
that notbiqg but a knowledge of her un* 
worthiness could baye power to make- 
him ever think of uniting bis fate to any 
other woman. That bis affection for 
this amiable being had grown with him 
from cbildhood; that it bad been bis 
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heart's conjitant employ to attach his fu-» 
ture happiaess to an unloa with her^ and 
that it >v^as easier for him to resign hU 
life than the hope of oue day obtaining 
her havid. He confessed that he had not 
declared his affection to the beloved ob<» 
ject^ as he hadbeen withheld partly by fear 
that she feit not the same sentiment^ for 
him, and partly from a dread of not ob- 
taining bis father 's approbation. 

" Sir Walter> who really loves hi» lon^ 
and^but for tbederangementof hisaffairsj 

woiildi I am convitteedt gladly contri« 
bäte every thing in bis ]Mwer to promote 
his vrishesj was inexpressibly grieyed at 
thts obataele, which» from the atability of 
the young man's daqiositioii^ he begaa 
to feai , WM imuperable. In bitter terms 
he iamented Jiis own foUy, which had 
made it necet lary for him to inflict pain 
#n a persoll so dear as an only son so de- 
ierving must be to him. 
''Mr. Stanley, nnable f o endure bis fa^ 



UHjm. Sht Walter tibm caytreoted me txt 
Ilse the influencß I peasessed oVer fai»«oiir 
ia prevuil Mi liiki to consent to hin pio*» 
po8«ls. ^ I will deal r&ry candidlf wil& 
you/ Said he> ^ and expeoi tfae same fcom 
you towafds tue im returo, Front 
what my «oa bas said^ I suspect thät 
Misft Fit^rmond is the feiaale wbo haa 
made bo itidetible an impiiessiiMar Oü fair 
beaft. I am not surprised at tise circoor* 
stanee> imd bad not my estales beeil ao 
near ruin^ I would bare gii^en my eon« 
sait to tbeir union, aad witb pride bave 
ackhowledged her for iu daugfater. Bot 
«s it iS) justice to ail parties reqnirea 
tiiat I should withUold ftj and adbere 
to my first tesolution; wbiefa will be at^ 
tended with such incaleuiabie advanta^es 
to btnteelf and bis wiioleüuBily^ Itisnow 
abftoUiltely necessary that be sbouldmarry 
tr worna« ^t £wtüae to «upport iti; re^ 
Yod. f^ o 
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^pectability. . I am convinced your affec- 
tion for the child of your adoption is too 
great to allow you to think of uniting 
ber to a man of ruined fortune ; I there«- 
fore the more readily hope tliat yoü 
will join me in endeavouring to con- 
vince them of the necessity there is that 
they should no langer encourage hopes 
that cannot be realised. And should my 
son be r^'sh enough now to declare his 
passion, and solicit a' return> I intrea^ 
you to represent to Louisa the impru- 
dence she would be guilty oFin doing 
fio^ as jit would expose him infallibly to 
my resentment and just displeasure. Teil 
her also that I have sobigh anopinion 
of her feelings and good sense, that -I 
expect it from her generosity. ' \ 

*' I acknowledged to Sir Walter that 
my opinion coincided with his, and that 
I would State every circumstance to you 
that had occurred^ and doubted not but 
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that you wcafd act so as to justifjr the 
fayourable opiaion he had done you 
the honour to entertain^ botb to obli^ 
hiin> and support the dignity that yru 
consistent with your birth and cha- 
racter. 

'^ Sir Walter was satisfied^ and his soa 
Coming in, he again implored him to 
think seriously of the siate of his affairtf» 
and not let a romantic attachment make 
him blind, to his own inierest and his 
family's welfare. He begged that at all 
erents he would take time to c<msider of 
it, if he did not wish to ^ive a fioither, 
whö tenderly loved him, to despera- 
tion. 

'' The agony of both father and son 
may be more easily conceived than de- 
scribed : I never witnessed a. more dis- 

4 

tressing. scene. The father grieved to 
urge what he considered of such import* 
ance, and the son no less distressed that 
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he couM BÖt acqtiiesce vrith hin fkther^s 
IKrJ^ek; jei firm in bis resohiflon not to 
j^miise iMrBat he feft assured heemild hoi 

.^ It Avas ät fest scttled that Mr. SNähIc^ 
should attend bis father ta London^ for 
ihe purpose of making arrangements to 
Uquidate the debts of tbe latter, ydho 
tvill retorn bere again tery shortly/' 
continued Mr. Howard^ '^ but wiH not 
pei^mit bis son to return with him^ bop« 
ing, as I imagine^ tbat absence will 
iiffe^ken bis attachment^ and render bim 
less aTersc to grtitify bis -wishes.*' 

Mr. Ho Vard^ baving conclnded^ aro8e> 
and tenderly embracing Louisa^ recom^ 
iiiended her to pnrsue her nsnal emplöy* 
in^ts aiid amusements with diligence ; 
and^ aboTe'all;, to implöre tbe asststance 
of God to: endne her mind vrith strengtb 
€o conquer an attachment wbicfa^ if en- 
cauraged nnder nucfa circumstanct« ai 
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he had related^ wöuld ultimately be 
attended with misery. Without ne- 
ticin^ her emotion^ he theo hastily re« 
tired^ to conct alhi» 01^. 
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CHAP. VII. 



O jpartner of ny iofant grleSk and jojs I 

fdß irith the »oenes now past, mj heart oVflowi; 
Bids each endearment, fair as once, to rise» 

And dwelli luxnrioai on her meltiog woef • 

Oft with the riting sm, ^heo liie was new, 
' AIod; the woodlasd have I roam'd.with thee$ 
Oft hf the mooD hare brosh'd the ev'mng dew, 
^ hen all was fcarless inoocence aod i^Iee. 

MlCKIL. 



Wh£n Louisa foiind her seif alone^ 
ehe freely yielded io the sori'ow that op- 
pressed her heart^ which the presence of 
Mr. Howard had restrained her from 
iadulgin^ before. Having "wept for 
some time, she feit the weight that had 
pressed on her breast, so as nearly io oc- 
casion suffocation^ considerably relieved. 
'^ Then our fate is ineyitably decided/' 
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Said she ; ^' Sir Walter 's imprudence 

has ruiaed his family, and his amiable 

son must be sacrificed to atone for his 

folly. He loyes me too, with a passion 

pure and disinterested as my own for 

him; jet 1 must, by bis cruel father's 

command, resign bim : I must not even 

let bim knöw that be bas not bestowed 

tbe valui^ble treasure of sucb a beart as 

bis cm a being insensible of its value: 

yet, were he to koow it^ his distress 

«^ould only be augmented ; for now we 

can neter be any thing more to each 

othet than strangers. Oh ! that I was 

still ignorant of his loye ! bow much 

easier I ahould find it to regaia my lost 

peace of mind !" 

. She^ however^ somewhat consoled hef*- 
self that she bad not been heard by her 
lo^er, wben h^ visited her window thc 
night before. *^ It was surety Provi- 
dence/' said she^ ^^ that restrained my 
tongue tili it was too late for him. to hear 
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Wfig ipc he woold liave hud the additional 
pflin o{ knpwiag we "were mutually un« 
l^ppy^ JSnabte me^ Oh mj God i'' aaid 
sbe, irai»Qg ber hund» and eyes to hea- 
?^> ^^ «xiable me to beu thit trial 'with 
fprtttudct; isuppiNTf; mjr «eailiness, and 

Thiis dfd paar Louim ifa^^lor« divki^ 
hA» m DCdßr i^ ätre^gthen hef mind vnHh 
f9fö$i^ig:re9Qlu<äb»o(oi(rven:oiiie a passiMi 
iiikjifib^b^ lia^i imfN^reeptibly su&re4 t^ 
f liair im im,: 9i a tkie whm die Mttl« 
fliQMigbt iH^ai ifvmAld be its fatal oanaa^ 

Mr. Hpwatrd'^ g:itef %»& not Im aeuto 
Ibaft JjiOvisa'a ; it blkd bew tlie fitst wiib 
of bis beart, froip the time Walter Stan^ 
l^y']^ opüBiuBg vijrtues eoAVtnced. bim of 
ihß goodm»$ iOf bis heart^ ta see hin 
ymted t0 bis tn:^h«fi cbarge. Both him^ 
s/ßl( ar^d bis }ate si$ter bad early diseo«^ 
ver ed a strong similaritj m theic disposi«*- 
ii^ns : ib^it ^tudies^ tbeir pleaaures, and 



Ibeir intipatlue«, if«;ere tb^ lapp^. Loui^ 
thougb unfprtmiately dejKrived of tbe 
protectiw of her reliutiv^ wais li^nowa 
hy those kiiid frie«49 tolf^w well bom 
M W^ter Stmley: tht «ufeciority ff 
iier und^r«ti|iidii;^i the be^uty af her 
perspn^ ai^d mMj 9uni(U>le qualitjei pf 
Jier beart, tbey very j^uitly thought would 
fßtapem^ii/^ tot ^ vrwt ^pf fortuoe equal 
to: her l^irtb ; ^nd ai tbe twe Ih^y ßr^t 
j^Q^wteA tiie miiofli of Hieiir two ^vour^ 
lles^ lliey dM not tibiinl^ tbat ^p wou)d be* 
^<»% llest^tule eC that. Sir Walter 
$toliley^ t^y kww^ wai 9 is(aii of «uph 
?ib^i^ pri^eiples, a^di «o fand of hi» 
f^3, ihal be uroMld not object to a pro* 
|M>«|1 MPiiii^ waa 90 esi^Btial to biü h^p^ 

Bwi thpv^h it vas ^o wi^h of Mr. 
Slo^l^artf ajp4 bis sisp^er £p ^ee tbew «finaiWo 
ff aach othar'9 ineritaj f^d irreypGably 
imled^ tboy did»Aotattomptto inAilani^e 
Ibfir tbftleoj or in tbf» fli|^st mawea 
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iutimate to Loulsa, that such a lÜougHt 
had eyer been ehtertained by tbem. 

The loss of Mrs. Martba's whole for- 
tune considerablj depressed her cxpecta- 
tions^ but not those of her brother;; 
he had cherished the idea with fondness^ 
and could pot so teadily resign it. 

When Walter returned from College, 
all that the fondest parent eould desire* 
for the husband of a beloyed daughter^ 
Mr. Howard became more thaii ever so- 
licitous that he and Louisa ^ould form 
an attachment for each other : but the na- 
ture of hissolieitude was changed^ whea 
helearned from Miss Stanley, shortly after 
the arrival of Lady Adelina Belinour at 
the hall, that Sir Waltejr wished bis soa 
to make choice of that lady for a wi&v 
Mt. Howard then began to tremblefor 
the peace of Louisa: he had too h^h 
ft sense of honour to eonniye «t an^ 
iDtima<5y that would he repugnant to Sir 
Waiter^; and whioh. he might be sup^ 
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iro8ed capable of promoting from int<B^ 
i«8ted Tiews! 

It wa» not- long beföre bis fear» were 
Terified : be discover^d the state bf the 
young people's hearts^ and that tbey 
were fbndly devoted to eacb otber> tbough 
eacb was ignorant of the otber's attach- 
ment : but he at the same tiifie aho learn- 
ed that Sir Walter was resolved bis sdn 
should marry another; He tben^lament- 
ed the foHy of ever forming schemes of 
happmess> and was confirmed in the 
opinion be frequently maintained^ that 
tiie completion of our wishes^^ is often' 
ouD greatest ibisfortune. 

Qf the ruin of Sir Walter'^ fortunc^ 
he bad not the remotest idea> and whem 
informed of it, was eqüally.shockedand 
surprised. ^ Mr. Howard bad a- great 
friendship for Sir Walter ; be admired: 
the open, ingenuaus, unauspecting cba<*' 
sacter of the Bar9net>. and esteemed bimi 
&£. many other good qualities ; \\f^ v/ofi 

G. 6. 
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charitable wd hnmme, £uid lioq>itaVl€r 
eten to profusion^ but negtjgiml of bui 
affaira, «od nsäy iüipMed o» by d^sign- 
iog persoos. Mr. Howard had boen oft» 
Kiiich gri^Ted at bis BQiaiiiifir of liviog> 
"^hicbj hefearedi exceeded bis incomew 
but not 89 much as r^ally to mjurQ h» 
fprtmie ferioudy : nw radeed would ü;. 
but for tbe pernicious babit be had lately 
acquired of gamimg; a babit to ie-^ 
«truetive^ so subversive of aU domeßtie 
^mfort^ tbat tbe tr^ap wbo alloMr» bim^ 
«elf to be cmee infatuated by ii> seaU bis« 
Qwn misery^ aud tbe ruiu ^f all tbat are 
dear to bim. Of al) aieutement«^ it i» 
tbe most irrational aad cruel ; it destfoys^ 
tbe bealth^ lours tbe iempef, bardenf 
ihe beart, aud wrecks tbe peace of mind : 
like the poi«oa of ^e Bohaa-Up^ ^> 

* There is a poison-tree in the idand of Java^ 
which is Said, by its efflovia* to ha^e depopulated 
llie country for tw^lv« or foant«D milMi roand iiie 

fbcf of its gnvrth : it i$ calM iu Ibe M^layao 
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itt f^tftl €^Sbetf 9X1^ feit by all that eome 
?pHtjbuui iUi^ iF^r(ex> eithec i|i a greater ?or 
le9s 4i^fe#> fipd no ose ^h|i.t veatures to 
approach k eaa assure himself Ihat he 
tomg the n^imy iviio fall victuofi to it 
^ikll he ^e fortunate pcFson io ^cape»^ 

fengaa^e Bohaa-Üpas ; wUh Hs juice the «aost poi ^ 
flonous arrows are p^epared ; and« to procura tbls^ 
Ae pondemnad criminals are sent to the tree with: 
proper directioas both to get tbe juice^^ and to se- 
cure themsclves from the malignant exhalations o£ 
Ihe tree ; and a«e pardoned^ if they bsing back m- 
C«rtaiii (juaotity »f the poison. Bot, by the regis«- 
terv tbere kept, not one io fbar are said to returo. 
Not only animals of all kiads, both quadrupeds^ 
fish^ and birds, bat all kinds of yegetables also^ are 
destroyed by the effluria of ihe noxtous tree; sd- 
that, in a di8tri«t of tweJve or fourteen miles round 
it« the face 0C the eartb i» quite harren and rocky, 
iotermixe^ ooly with the fikeletons of men and ani- 
mals ; affording a scene of melancholy bcyond 
what poets have described^ or painters delin^ated« 
Two yonnger trees of its own species are said to 
gvow uear it.r-rSee note in Dr. Darwin's Loves c^ 
the Planta« Canto tU. line 23«. 
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Kappy would it be for thou8and9> if^. 
Hke that fatal tr ee^ tbere was room to 
doubt of . its existence^ or it» banefuL 
cffects!' ' 

In about a week Sir Walter returned 
from London^ and informed Mr. Howard 
vrbp waited en bim as soon after his> 
return* as possible^ tbat he had^ wiäi hiä 
son's assistance^ been^able to satisfy^ for 
six months at Teast^ tbe most clamorous of 
bis creditors;. and that he hadhopeshis. 
son would be prevailed on in time to offei^- 
bis hand to Lady Adelina; as he had 
partlv consented^ at the earnest entreat^ 
les of bis fatber, tö pay a visit to Del^ 
•«ille Castle in the eourse of the winter, 

Mr; Howard thougbt it more than 
probable that Sic Walter had suffered 
fiimself to believe wbat he so earnestly 
wished^ without having very strpng rea- 
soa for bis belief;, but he forebore to 
mention bis surmises^ being unwilling tQ> 
disturb bis present serenity. 
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^ Sir Walter inquired very tenderlj after 
Louisa; and vrhen informed by Mr. 
Howard fhaf she had consented to act 
agreeably to hrs^ wishesr^ he expressed his 
sense of her goodness in the wärmest 
terms. " She.is a dear^ generous girl,'' 
Said he, '^ and merits every happiness 
ttiis World can affbrd. Would to God 
I could reward ber as sbe deserves V 
My boy and ' she are worthy pf eact 
other. Mj folly has prevented my 
having the happiness^ of unking them r^ 
but if I can äor any thing eise tö serve- 
her/most wilHngly may she command 
me/" . 

Mr. Howard thanked hfm witB energy 
for bis kind offer, which gave hiira, he: 
Said, great pleasure, as he- was eon- 
vinced of the smcerity with which it 
waö made; ^ I rejoice,'* added he, ''to 
find that you bave the justice neither to 
dislike or blame her, for what may oc- 
easion yoü- disappointment, for I wish 
herto retaiif your friendship^ and that o£ 
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Tour faiDily ; a8> ^rithout iU if i «bwld 
Jbe takep f rom her^ she ViU hav^ Qp^ 
friend to direct and eonsole her ; the se- 
eluded life I have Uä, haviiig prevented 
me from ia^oducin^ her to any «ooietf 
hut thiit of your family/' 

Sir Walter a^ain assüured Mr. Howard 
that he icrould always coasider luoiself 
botiud to he her frieüd, for thet rea4iii^ 
witb which she ha,d eonsented to ^mbf t 
her owa iqclipation^ in ordpr to 9h%^ 
him- 

^^ I s|iQAild he tl^ ma8tmij.uM^ cff la^ei^,*' 
Said he» with warmthj '' if I £^ t^ 
least resentment towards her^ for hay^ 
.^isigaf cd mj soo^« affecti09;. 91 for Imng 
sensible of bis w:orth> whic^ l u^ 9o^J^ 
övi her Qs^n ac^ptint» to &nd U the casf f 
and I sincerely ho|ie. abe vfill not syfier 
her mind to dwell on the disappoiatfq^r 
so as to injme her beaith* Lady Spm^ 
ley t^llis/'^ co^inued 1^?^ " of C'W 
shortly to ^ath; what sfiy you toIi9^)S$> 
nccomjianyii]!^ her^ K^hv^ ^ ^oßf^p 
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will probably be of great t^e^vice, hy 
diyertii^ her mind from tlioughts that 
will of necewity oecupy it^ in the quiet 
cetir-emeot she is accustomed to« My 
soa will not be with us,'* inter rupted he^, 
fioeifig Mr. Howard about to objecto 
*' and if he should think of joining us^ 
we cao easily find an opportunity of re- 
nM»t«og her." 

Jät. Htoward'said^ he doubtod ^hether 

Louisa would« consent to go i bat if iho 

i^id, be woiiU readifly agree to i^ ai he wag 

of jBtr WidtOf 'ftopmion, tiuit it wonld tenA 

ikofireYeftttbeeffecli of tob much rdAee^ 

iip^, whiohj, im ber preseat firmne of mind, 

woiH4^ be f^ed^ be iojnriouai ta heor» 

l^iA at be had m eoafidence kaparte^ 

to Sir WMter the «täte of her heart^ he 

f equested that the knowledge of it might 

be copfined tp bis own breast^ ias Lonisa'a 

ddi{cacy would be sensibly wounded^ tf 

«he had an idea that it was knawn}^ 

Tim the Baroaet promised to obserTO. 

Tl^e Hext day Lädy Stanley hetaelf 
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made the same proposal^ that Louisa 
should accompany her to Bath. She said 
she was lost withoüt thd society of her 
daughters^ (as Miss Stanley had ^one 

, with her sister^ Lcidy Belmour^ ) there- 
fore^ the Company of'Louisa would be 
a great acquisitiou. 

When Mr. Howard first mentioned to 
Louisa the invitation he had receiyed 
for her^ she positiyely declined its ac- 
ceptance. > •> 

'' No, my dear Sir/' Said she, "I 
will neyer with my own consent leaye 
yau ; I cannot be happier any where tban 
bere : I do not wish for the pleasures pf 
JBath, or any other place. My only wish 
ja to continue with you in this happy 
retireoieöt, where every spoi brings to 
my mind soine pleasing^ remembraoee^ 

\jiome endearment conferred^ or some be^ 
uefit receiyed from you, and my dear kind 
l^nstractress« In contributing to your ease 
or amüsement^ believe me, I shall taste 
of p'urec happiness than I po^sibly ewld 
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find in crowded ball-rooms^ or those 
splendid circles of fashionable societj^ 
in which Ladjr Stanley so mach deligfats, 
'I feel that I am not formed^ either bj na- 
ture or habit^ to enjoy such a life." 

Mr. Howard knew that the affection 
Louisa expressed for him was sincere, 
but faealsosaw> in her objectionsto leaVe 
bim^ powerful reasons tliatshe should for a 
time be removed from scenes calculated 
to cherish^ even in spite of her seif, recol- 
' leetions it was indispensably requisite she 
should banish: he therefore inwardly re- 
joiced that so favourable an opportunity 
presented itself to detach her from them. 

Most earnestly then did he recommend 
.her to comply with the desire of Lady 
Stanley. *' We ought^ my dear child/* 
Said he^ '^ to acicustom ourselves to oblige 
each other, and give up our wishes to 
^ratify. the incliqations oi our friends^ 
when it can be dQne with propriety. It 
softens the asperities of our natures^ and 
makes us more amiable« and better able 
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to bear tiie various disappomtmeiltcf 
texatiom tw« are subject to i» Ufe,*' 
. ^' Lady Stanley thinks, too> she is doiog 
you a favour by procuriog you pleasure^ 
in her opinion« of a s^uperior kmd : she 
Wai therefore consider you lingrateful^ 
^ %i yoü do. not ^tccept her invitatioiu But^ 
hy tccompianyiDg her, yow will ^tMiy 
h&ti and^ I hope^ receive banefit and |ilea^ 
,%\kx^ yftuoself. No part of her family ürill 
J^ y»iik hßt, or I would not ad^iae yoitr 
sg^ing : yfih&ß^ tjiey te^m». her^ I wjsih y^ki 
^^\ m^tm to retum to. me; foui aflbd 
iWBoty banri «wilL you knew^ bri%you 
te mei, iDr me io you, tf necesakury/^ 

liouim» who saw^ by the eameitaef^ of 
JM r. Hovaxd^ that he winhed her to jgb, 
AO loQ^r objjected. Lady Stanley vas 
maie ajcqoaioted with her ddaenoatnatioii, 
«and LiMiisa prepared to leave^ for tiie iBrst 
«tiBie, ttie abode ef her happy childhoo^i 
^d .thice matiurer a|^ with asentimeBt 
iof rcjgret borderiag on agony, vhich sfao 
vwily «deävoured to subdue. 
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H^r cte[^arture vraa Ax&i to iake place: 
tbe emuing week. The inttiriin abe 
effiployed in plrq>M*aitioas for her journej, 
im Yi«itii|g every spot endeared to her by 
iMg habii> and in taking leave of her 
p<K)r peMiöners^ and providing jfbr their 
cmretdeace during her absence. 

The idea of quitting tiiem för even a 
Short time^ drew tears of unfeigned sor'-' 
row ftom the eye» of sereral^ wfao h^d 
long teen accustomed to receive from her 
bands the little comfort« their age and . 
iüfirmities had left them capable ofcn—^ 
joyihg. She thanked them for tibis pröof 
of their gratitude and regard^ änd soothn^ 
^ th^n -slnih an assuranee th^t her ^b'-^ 
sence would not be of long e^htinuäiH^dj^ 
assuring them ai the same time that ßhe 
would not be unmindful of their wel- 
fare, though at a distance» 

The visit to her mother 's grave, and 
that of her dear friend Mrs. Martha^ she 
found the most afflticting : she deferred it 
tili the last^ that the Impression on her 
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»iai might „.t be .ffi«ed b, «.y ..t- 
sequent event. . As she knelt by tbeir 
tomb^ and implored a blessing from the 
Ppwer in whose more immediate presence 
8he always considered herseif wben there, 
she kissed the ring worn as a memorial ojf 
her friend^ and pressing it to her bosom, 
^'This^'' Said she, ''will be as a talisman 
to preserve me from evil and folfy, whea 
I am far removed from objects so de- 
Beryedly dear. When I» look on it, I shall 
remember the misfortunes of the one> 
and the wise instructions of the other; 
and that shall strengthen my virtue, and 
enable me cheerfully to perform my 
duty in whatever Situation i may chance 
to be placed« 



* « 
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CHAP. VIH. 



Yet faard the task to heal the bleedlng heart, 
To hid the still recurrlDg thought depart i 
Tarne the ^erce i^rief and stem the xmng ilgfa, 
And cnrb rehellious passion irith replj ; 
Calmly to dwell on all that pleasM before, 
Jüid jret tp know that all shall please no more. 

Crabb. 



WHENthetime of her cteparture ar- 
rivcd, Louisa found herseif ioo much 
Agitated to give utterance to thie adieu 
which trembled on her lips^ but sinking 
on the Shoulder of Mr. Howard, sh? 
sobbed in agony. Not much less affected 
than her seif;» Mr. Howard pressed her 
to his heart with energetic tenderness; 
but wishing his example should fortify 
her against the grief of a £rst Separation^ 
he with assumed cheerfulness spoke of 
the Short time she would be absent^ and 
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öf the pleasure he hoped she woUld expe« 
rience in returning again to him^ and to 
thofie scenes that were so dear to her. ^^ B^ 
carefül of your hea)!^) my dear child/* 
«aid he;, '' and in every difficulty^ t* 
which your inexpörience may expoae you^ 
apply to me. The güod sense you possess 
'will^ if you areguided by it, pmerve you 
fromyieldingto unavailing regrets. And 
I trust that when we meet again, I shall 
haVe no reason to lament having trusted 
you from me. Fare^wel! And may the 
jDivine Protector of Ute fiathesrlesi rertore 
you to me fttill innocent and happy ! " 

Her tears spoke tbe natuM of her 
feelings^ and the stroigth of bor affeetka 
for the benevolent protector ef her yoU^> 
but wordfr were denied her; ittid whei 
«eated iti ^he e^rriage thait wad tO e^vejf 
her from lüm, she feit as if she shouU 
never again beh^ld him^ i^nd ardently 
wislied she bud not c^nsim^^d to leafe I 
bim. ' ■ . 
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As long as she could see bim shc 
leaned on the carriage window, waving 
her hand with affectionate tenderness^ 
and when a turn in the road hid him from 
her sight, she sunk back overcome with 
emotion. Sir Walter and Lady Stanlgj 
both kindlj soothed her^ and hadsoonthe 
satisfaction of geeing her regain a certain 
degree of composure ; but this she did 
not effect without an effort to suppress 
those feelings whicfh she conceived 
woiild be distressing to her friends.. 
Lady Stanley received her apologies with 
complacency, but could not help won- 
dering that she should be so violently. 
affected at leaTing a retirement, which 
to her Ladyship would have been insup* 
portably irksome. Sir Walter, who 
kncw better the state of her feelings than 
bis lady, was not surprised^ but most 
kindly exerted himself to conipöse her 
i»pirits. 

yoi. I, H 
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She feit his kindness^ and resolyed not 
to appear ungrateful. 

By ^egrees the whol^ party beaime 
abfitracted: Lady Stanley closed her 
eyeSj and reclined in a corner of tbe 
carriage,' Sir Walter sunk into a deep 
reverie; and Louisa found herseif per- 
fectly at ease^ because she was un- 
observed. 

A pensiye sadness, not unpleasing io a 
mind of sensibility^ stole over her sonl. 
The morning was in unison with her 
feelings; every thing was calm and se- 
xene ; no sound was heard but the plain- 
tive bleating of the lambs in the distant 
folds> and the chirping of the domestic 
robin in the hedges of the cotti^ 
gardens. It was now the beginning of 
November : the sun^ as if unwilling to 
behold the deeay of vegetable naiure^ had 
veiled his refulgent face in a thick cloud^ 
which cast a sombre hue on all around. 
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Some raia had fallea during the nightj 
and it still hung like tears on the wi-* 
thered leaves and the last «flaunting ]9eild 
flowersj that skirted the >8id^s of thft 
read; their beaüty now soiled^ andtfaeit 
beads bent^ as if in quiet Submission to 
the will ofthat Being^ who woüld renew 
their vernal bloom when the dreary season 
of winter was^ past. 

A gentle breeze^ that for a few momentf 
sprang up^ scattered tiie last leaves of 
the lofty elm to the dust. They seämed^ 
as they feil, to conyey a lesson to the re- 
^flecting mind» of the instabüityof human 
greatness; which, like them, the breath of 
adversity might in a moment level wHh 
the meanest of the sons and daugfa(tert 
of mortality . 

Louisa sighed as she thought of tlie 
mutability of human happiness. To-day» 
thought she,: we are rieh in the posses- 
»ion of \?hat we think permanent feit« 
cjty ; and to-worrow> a sadden blast of 

Ä 8 
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misfortüne^ which no buman foresight 
could have prevented, comes^ and dis- 
perses öUT waking dreams of lasting bliss ! 
Like the leaves so lately green and flou- 
rishing^ they are shaken from the roof 
that nourished them^ and are found agaiB 
no more/' 



€€ 



Starting we wake, and find ourselves undone.*^ 



»As they proceeded on their journey, 
every step presented some hewbeauty in 
tfae landscape to caill forth the adtniration 
öt Louisa^ who had never before been so 
far distant frdm hörne. She devoured 
with' riLpture the passing scene^ rendered 
ddubly intere»ting by the never- failing 
charm of novelty. 

Sir Walter was delighted with the 
ju$tness and elegance of her remarks : he 
pointed out to her every thing worthy of 
her notice^ and told her who were the 
proprietors of the severäl e^tates thej 
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pussed^ g^viiig her at the same time^a' 
brief sketch of the history of those who 
were any way remarkable fqr the bril- 
.liaricy of their ta!ents„ or the spleadour 
of their fortunes . 

It was not tili the second day that they 
arrived at the far-fumed city of Bath^ 
alike the resort of the gay and happy^ 
the sick and the unfortunate. 

The objects that every place presentÄ 
herey and which^ one would imagine^ 
ought |to convey a striking lesson on the 
folly of dissipatioq^ and a life devpted 
to pleasure^;appear pnly to act as a Sti- 
mulus to fresh enjoyment; pleasure is 
liere pursued with ayidity^ as if to banish 
the reflection of what human nature may 
be redueed to> without (considering that 
the very means they take to avoid the mi- 
series to which human nature is liable^ 
basten their approach. 

Louisa ftlt impatient to take a survey 
of a city she had heard so much spoken 

h3 



150 tB£ SOIDIER'S ORPBAK: 

of^ but her curiosity vfss obliged to yield 
to the fatigue of a long journey : sfae 
therefore retired earlyto tber apartments 
&ppropriated to her use; and in the lap 
of sleep^ " nature's soft nurse/* soon 
forgot her curiosity, and the novelty of 
her Situation. 

The next day Lady Stanley took her to 
•ee every thing she deemed worthy of oh- 
iservation : and haying^ with the assistaoce 
of her own milliner^ giyen rather more an 
air of fashioa to the simplkity of Louisa's 
dress^ she> took her in the eTening to th^ 
fooin9> v^here the beauty ofher petsoo» 
and the ele^nce and modesty of her hp- 
pearance^ attracted universal admiration. 
Louisa^ ^ith the natural gaiety of 
youth, was delighted 'with all she saw 
and heard^ and no longer wondered at 
Lady Stänley's taste for pleasur^s so fas-« 
cinating : she wrote a particular aecount. 
of every thing to Mr. Howard, wbo was 
rejoiced to find she had reeover^d her 
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ttheerfulness^ and hoped tbis excursion 
\¥ould be attended with effects the most 
beneficial. 

Sir Walter too was delighted tq ob- 

serve her enter into the amusements of 

the place with so much satisfaction: he 

drew conclusions from it the most fa-** 

Yourable to his own views^ and took 

eyerj opportunity of promoting schemes 

of pleasure^ a» likelj to further his 

wishes ; which were^ thaf she should b« 

led to detach her thoughts from his 

8on^ and fix her affectioa on one pf the 

many who evidently admired her : he- 

had no doubt in his owa mind but 

that she might marry very adyao^tage- 

ously if 3he chose^ and a short time con* 

firmed his opinion of the power of her 

attractions^ as he had proposals made 

to him for her by more than one; but 

when spoken to on the subject^ she lis<* 

tened with indifference oi' disgust^ which 

gaye him room to^ fear that she had not 

a4 
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yet conquered her first attachment. But 
as he observed her with an attentive eye, 
he saw plainly that she was struggling 
to do so. 

She ccntinued to partake of every 
amuseiiient Vvhich offered with unabated 
satisfaction/ for several weeks; but 
not forgetting the love and duty she 
owed Mr. Howard^, she regularly trans- 
mitted him an aecount of every occur- 
rence as it happened: her letters were 
always expressive of the tenderest aflec- 
tion for him ; and though she acknow- 
ledged the pleasure she received from 
her present manner of living, yet she 
deelared to him that it wbuld not be 
lessened by her retum to the rational en- 
joyments to be obtained in his society. 

Mr. Howard, unwilling to throw a 
damp on that gäiety he expccted would 
havie so salutary an effect, and relying 
on her prudent and virtuous principles, 
only recommended her in bis answers 
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to be careful of her health, and not to 
let the seductipns of pleasure make ber 
negligent of either that, or the more im- 
portant duty of relieving the distresses of 
her fellow-creatures, as far as her abi- 
lities would allow. ^' In swich a large 
and populous citj as that in which you 
now reside/' said he, in one of bis, 
letters, '' you will continually meet with . 
objects to excite your compassion, and 
call forth the sympathy of your nature.,, 
That! you may not. have the pain of re- 
fusing assistance of a peeuniary natura 
to. a deserving object, I enclose you a 
bank-bill for twenty pounds> . and leave 
you to discriminate. the proper mode of ^ 
disposing of it." 

This, aflfectionate attention of Mr,\ 
Howard conveyed.a reproof tothesheart 
of Louisa. '' I do not merit so much 
tenderness and confidence/' said she, as 
she placed the present of her benevolent 
friend in her purse. '^ But I will en-^- 

H 5. . 
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deavour to regain my cfwn good opinion^ 
by takin^ care to dispose of tliis sum ia 
ft waj that shall be more pleasing to the 
donw fhaoL Ihe ImA sum I reeeiired front 
him^ which^ with shame I ackncrwledge^, 
was all sp^dt in uselefö trifles. Not one 
good action haye I performed sitice I 
came to this place ; and though I can- 
not accusie inygelf of having eommitted 
mj thing absolutely ill^ yet that is but 
a negative virtue^ yery unworthy the 
conduct I haye been taught to pursue^ 
Oh ! let me no longer be infätuated with 
pleasure^ or seek a relief from disap- 
pointed love in that which will not bear 
the test of reflection." 

With a determination to be more pru- 
dent^ Louisa accompanied Lady Stanley ta 
a party in the evening ; and thou^ she 
was pressed by her ladyship and seve- 
ral others to play, she resolutely refus* 
ed; and had the satisfaction to reflect^ 
OB her return home^ that she had tri- 



iiii4>hed over a temptation she had s6k 
veral.times bcifoce yieMed to. fcom a 
fake abame^ which had prei^aited her 
refusing^ tp join in an amuseinent . Uer 
Teason coBdemned» Tbi^ last objection 
Lady Stanley denominated msticity, en-^ 
tirely the effects of a country education^ 
proper, enongh^ perbaps^ to be observed 
in tbe Society of Mr. Howard;, bnt quite 
ineompatible witb tbat wbicb sbe waa. 
introduced to. And whicb^ ff persisted 
in^ woirld infallibly expose ber .to tbe 
ridicule of ber acquamtance.. 

Tbe fear of being made the sul>ject 
of ridicule iar certainly one of tbe great- 
est stumbling-blocks in tbe patb of . inex*^ 
perienced yöntb. Few bave fortitude 
io brave ita terrors; it bas done more 
miscbief than it can ever rqiair^ For> 
instead of being only used as an iastrn- 
ment to suppress and ezpose viee;: it isr 
^nerally levelled against religion^ and 
Yenoiinced by tiiose wbo poBsess neitbec^ 
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And much have they to ansver for, who 
accustom themselves to it^ and thus in* 
timidate young people from the practice 
of virtuCj by holding up any particular 
form they may have been taught to be- 
lieve rights as formal and unfashionable. 
A person possessed of a good heart will 
never ridicule any thing but vice.^ But 
a young girl, just entering on the world, 
does not consider this. Influ^ced by 
the example of persons much older than 
herself^ v^ho move in a superior circk 
to those who have taught her to ayoid 
what ig wrou^ or hurtful> she thinks it 
must be prejudice and ignorance 'Of the 
world in them^ which made them give 
such advice. And even should her judg- 
ment condemch. her vanity^ and. the fear of 
being jiaughed at^ compel her to submit. 
And thus^ the foundation tieing sapped^ the. 
structur6 gradually falls to the ground^ 
unless thje mind is so well stored^ . aad 
Üie jttdgment $o sound^ as ig c^eck th^ 
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appjoach of a second error, by timelj 
repairing the breach made by the first.. 

I{appily fox Louka^ the good sense 
she possessed, and the excellent educa- 
tion she had received, made her despis^ 
the sophistry that would condemn what 
she knew to be right. When reasoa 
came t%her aid^ ahe was shocked at her 
want q£ resolution to refuse compliance^, 
merely from the fear of incurring the 
laugh ei the inconsiderate, 

One morning, a3 she was sittmg in 
Lady Stanley 's dressing*room^ some neatr. 
ly embroidered muslin was; broughl tar 
shew to her ladyship,, wbo: alightly ex- 
amining it> teturned it to the servant^, 
saying^. she did notwish to purchase it.^ 
The maid seemed unwilling to give up. 
ber embassy^r wUhout having made an. 
eflfort'for Sruccess;.. she,,thereforej began. 
to extol it for tlie neatness of the work, 
and the elegance of the design^ and 
thinking to recommend. it fujther^ said 
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it was the work of a lädy^ whom mis^ 
fortune bad reduced to tbis exjpedieat ta 
obtaan support. Lady Stanrej/ wbose 
temper was rather irritable^ commanded 
tbe servant^ in a haugbtj tone^ to take it 
away^ and not trouble ber again with 
any thiüg of tbe sort ; and added^ ^' It is 
ter.y probable the muslin hsa been Stolen^ 
instead of baving been wotked by the 
persoa wbo brought it to you. What 
with subscriptions for novels by idecayed 
gentlewoinen^" conti-jued ker ladyship,. 
^' wbicb^ after all^ are neyer publisbed^. 
and fancy-works of Kttle use, if a per- 
8on was as rieh as Crcesus^ it wouM be 
all drawn from tbeoi in a place where 
there are so many demands on one's über- 
ality/" 

The servant withdrew, evidently much 
hurt at the anger of her lady^ and the ill* 
«uecess sbe bad faad in endeayouring to 
dispose of the work. Louisa could not 
help observing the cautious prudence 
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wbich Lady Stanley had drsplay^d oa 
the present occasion^ and the reasons 
'which she had so readily giTen^ to evade 
partin^ from a sum of möney "whick 
would have been a mere trifle^ com- 
pared with what she had seen her throw 
away upon the most frivoloua things, to 
gratify her vanity. She was shocked at 
the want of feeling discovered by her 
ladyship^ and determined to take an op- 
portunity of inquiring into the nature 
of the lady's distress, who had met with 
so little compassion^ and whose indastry 
had been so hardly treated ; and if it wa» 
in her power^ she resolved te assist her. 

A few hours after^ as I^msa was read^- 
ing in her own apaftment^ a gentle tap at 
her door drew her attention^ and to her 
request that they would come in, Lady 
Stanley's woman presented herseif with 
the same piece of muslin in her band. 
Courtesying, and apologi^ing for the li- 
berty she had taken^ she proceeded to 
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State that she had been employed to effer. 
the muslin to her ladyto purchase^ hj 
Mrs. M ason^ the person who owned the 
house they were in ; that it was the pro- 
perty of a young lady who was in great . 
distress^ and now lay too ill in bed either. 
to work any more> or to dispose of whal. 
fthe had already done. 

'^ Finding I had such ill sii£oess witbi 
my lady/' continued Martin^/' Ithaught 
I would ask you,. Miss^ to buy it^ as I 
know you ate always so kind and gene- 
rous to every body in distress ; for I can-* 
not bear to return it^ having . said that I 
knew my lady wöuld buy. it^ as it was so . 
very pretty;. and now it will be such a 
disappointment to the poor lady^ who 
has worked at it night and day.. I am, 
sure it made niy heart ache^ when Mrs. . 
Masontold me how she cried.while she 
i?rorked^ and.howvshe^blamedfaerself for. 
having^ by her own faült^ brought her- ^ 
seif to such, distress^ But I belicYe^ . 
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from ^hat I can learo, that it is mare 
owing to the false-heartednes» af her 
lover than hersclf. But if it is not, 
the poor thing is sorry for it, and is now 
in distress; therefore we ought to forgive 
her; for, as Mr. Howard said one 
Sunday, in his sermon, how can we 
expect mercy from God, if we do not 
bestow it on aur fel-low-creatures ? and 
that their having done amiss was no plei» 
for uß to despise them, or refuse to help 
them ; for that Jesus forgave Mary Mag- 
daleo^ who was a greät sinner, and 
fiurely we ought not to be ashamed of 
foUowirig such an example/' 

*' You are very good/' saidLouisa^ 
'' to remember the excellent pr^cepts of 
Mr. Howard, and to endeavour to pracr 
tise them also : many who havo had the 
advantage of his instructions have not 
profited equally by them, though it 
might have been raore expected. To 
convince you of the satisfaction that I 
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feel at this proof of the goodness of 
your heart^ I will purchase the muslin, 
and you shall be gratified with my per- 
missioa to inquire more particularly into 
the Situation of the young person yoii* 
mention^ and likewise to offer her exetj 
assistance that it is in my power to be- 
•tow," 

Loüisatben gave her a little present, 
ag a foken of her esteem^ and dismissed 
her^ after having desired her to make 
inquiries after the young perSon, and 
inform her of the reiult the nexi mom« 
ing. 

" That I wilt with pleasure, Miss/' 
Said the good-natured Abigail, '^ if I 
bad no other reason for it but to show 
my gratitude for the kindness of Mr. 
Howard to my poor father and mother 
at M 1' ^ to whom he lias been so good : 
I knpw he would be as much pleased 
that I shoüld äo any thing to oblige you, 
as if I did it to hiniself. He is so good« 
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tbat exery body must lovc liim^ and 
every one tliat belongs to him.*^ 

'^ Ah^I" Said Louisa^ a virtuous 
glow of satisfactioQ kindling in her heart 
as the servant retired, *' tliis is the happy 
effects of benevolence ! with what grate- 
ful feryour does this poar girl speak of 
the kindnegs of Mr. Howard^ and bum-- 
bly try to Imitate bis noble bumanityto. 
tbe distressed ! The goodnes$ of such a: 
man is a «hield to bis bouse : every part 
of his family experiencea tbe benefit of 
bis virtues. Ja such reyerence are tbe 
good held^ even by tbe wicked and pro* 
fligate, tbat not only are tbey respected> 
but the meanest of their dependents^ as 
thougb tbey were supposed to possess a 
portion of the same benign spirit/' 

From these reflections, Lo.uisa was 
summoned to attend Lady Stanley Jn tbe 
drawing-room^ and to her surprise^. tbe 
moment sheentered^ was clasped in tlio 
arnis of her Uvelyfriend Miss Stanley^ 
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who, with Lord and Lady Belmour, had 
just arrived at Bath. After a few mo- 
meiits devoted to miitual congratulatioiisj 
Louisa received those of Lady Belmour 
and her lord. The latter was profuse in 
his compliments, and declared, unawed, 
by the presence pf his lady, that he had 
not seen so much beauly and loveliness 
since he left Stanley Hall. 

^' Your lordship is disposed to flatter 
me at the expense of youi^ sincerity, I 
believe/* ,said Louisa; *' for I caj[inot, 
possibly deserve half the fine things that 
you havesaid." 

^' Oh no, by Heaven !" exclaimed hi» 
lordship ; '' the highest eulogium that I 
could make would fall short of the ad- 
miration vvhich I feel for you/' 

" i^ou see/' said Miss Stanley, ^^ the 
honoairable title of Benedict has not rob- 
bed his lordship of his gallantry ; he still 
has eyes to distinguish beauty in others 
besides his own wife/' 
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'' Yes," rejoined Lady Belmour, *' he 
certainly has, and what is a happier cir- 
cumstance^ his fertile Imagination can 
create them where they do not exist.'* 

*' No, faith, Armida/' replied his 
lordship, '* I do not create them in Miss 
Fitzormond ; you certainly over-rate my 
abilities now ; I only admire what is ob- 
vious to every oxve." 

" But I may with justice, I hope 
youil allow, call your politeness in ques- 
tion/' returned she. 

" By no means/' answered his lord- 
ship; " for you know, my beautiful 
Armida/ when praising the beaüty of 
any of your sex, I always except you." 

To the great relief of Louisa, Lady 
Stanley changed the subject, by inquiring 
after the family they had just left at 
Dflville Castle, more particularly than 
she had done before. 

'* You may expect to see them here 
söon/' replied Lord Belmour. " My 



166 THE SOLDIEE^S ORPUkH t 

faiher has had a severe attack of his cid 
complaint^ the gaut ; and as ht always 
finds the Bath waters effieacious in re- 
storing him to health> he wilL no doubt, 
try them again." 

" As for your son/' continued his 
lordship^ '' I do not know what waters 
would restore him^ except the waters of 
Lethe ; some such obliTious draught he 
certainly WantSj, to make him forget the 
charms of some cruel fair-one : but who 
«he is, I will not say." 

As he spoke, his eyes turned upon 
Louisa^ who^ trembling and blushin^^ 
let hers fall beneath the meaning glances 
of his lordship. 

'^ Your lordship now surely jcsts," 
said Lady Stanley : '^ in the letter we re- 
ceived about a week since^ infonnin^ 
US of his haying at last paid his yisitto 
DeWille Castle, I observed no Symptoms 
of this violent nature, to endanger either 
his health or peace,'* 
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^ "Do not be alarmed/^ exclaimed Miss 
Stanley ; ^' Lord Belmour ooly supposes 
Walter has beea vrounded by Dan 
Cupid^ that regent of loye-rhymes^ lord 
of folded arms : but he is in no danger^ 
I assure you. The same bright eyes that 
directed the shaft of the little god^ will 
also convey a healing bälm^ to counter- 
act its baneful effects/' 

This conversation was particularly 

painful to Louisa^ as it convinced her 

that she had not yet triumphed oyer her 

passion for the öbject of their discourse. 

The expressive Ipoks of Lord Belmour^ 

whieh were difected towards her during 

Miss Stanley's speech^ plainly proyed^ 

she feared that his lordsliip suspected 

the nature of her feelings. 

*' If,'' Said she^ whoi she found her- 
seif in the privacy of her own apart* 
ment, '* Mr. Stanley should accompany 
the Earl's family to Bath> I must imme«- 
diately quit it. The scrutihizing ^yes öf 
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Lord Belmour will discover the secret I 
woüld hide from all eyes, but more espe- 
cially from bis. I will write to Mr. How- 
ard, and request him to send for me.'* 

She wept as she thought of the neces- 
sity tliere was for her to avoid meeting a 
man whose society had always afforded 
her so much satisfaction. 

" Happy days of innocence and peace," 
sighied she, *' when in the dear shades of 
the Manor House we wandered hand in 
hand together, careless as thebirdsthat 
warbied around us, ot bounded with 
frolic feet over the wide*extended lawns, 
playful as the lambs, and, like them^ as 
ünconscious of future evil ! Had we 
known that the incidents of a few years 
would make it almost a crime to think 
of eacb other, how it would haye em- 
bittered cur youthful happiness ! but 
happily that pang was spared us. Then 
it was that t tasted happiness unalloyed, 
but never, never sfaall I again. With 
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what pleasure do I remember eyery oe- 
curreoce ! How ddightful was it^ when 
seated on a summer's evening beneath the 
old mulberry-tree on the lawn^ (that 
fayourite seat of my lost friend^) to 
watch the declining rays of the setting 
tun ! With what rapture have we beheld ' 
the rieh pur ple and gold gradually gtr-- 
ing way to the mild and sober grey^ tili 
meek twilight^ with all her sweet sooth- 
ing charms, has rivalled in our estima^ 
tion the resplendeiit god of day ! But 
even then the perfufne of the flowers> 
the song of the nightingale» and the 
beauty of the heayenly bodies^ g^ye ine 
less pleasure> if Walter Stanley was 
away: bis presence added charms to 
^yery seene. That time> alas ! is past : 
bi^t I cannot help rememberiiig such: 
things were, and were most plea8^lg." 

The good sense she possessed preyented 
her indulging those reilections long ; she 

VOL. I. I / 
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kDew how injurious they wefe; she, 
therefore^ sou^lit for consolation in books 
that would ameod the heart as well as 
ftmuse . the faiicy ; and when her mind 
was compo^ed^ she had recourse to 
poetry^ which afforded her the highest 
.gra;ti0caiiQn. Impressed with the recol- 
I^ction of past sceoes^ she composed the 
.foilowing monody : 

'9 

--WImq ivith my.heart's first friend I lovM to stray, 
His Iook> his voice» lyhich now is heard nomore^ 
Kemembrance treasur'd, as her proudest störe, 

Apd Said, " Bless'd hours, wheo ye afe roll'd away, 

' " These images of bliss my heart shali keep ;** 

Avd then with niingling joy I turH^d to weep. 

And thought the mem'ry of each happy hour 
In afler days might as delightfu] prove, 

As when, in pure affection's humble bow'r, 
Young friendship seem'd to ripen into love : 

Ah ! day« for ever göne ! how 1 but woo 
The f*bade of those endearments, and recal 
The hill, the meadj the tree, t^e waterfall, 

Where once lyp^^^ray'd. Back ou the loyely Ticw, 
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Alas ! I turn my longing eyes in vain« 
Whose sad remembrance but augments my paia. 
Yet not unpleasing is the pensive hour 

When, far remövM from fashion's idle train» 
I feelher poor allaremen», ah^! how vainl 
And find that virtue only l^as the pow'r. 
In sunshine» or beneath cold fortuiie's akovr^r, 
The self-approyiug cons^ience to sustain:. 




td 
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CHAP. IX. 



Cuut thovBOt rnnmiu to a niad diicaiM ? 
Pluek from tbc memorT a rootcd forrow? 
Rase ottt (be written troobi«* of tke bnia^ 
jlad, witb lome iweet obtIvkMN antidole, 
Clcanie Ibe foul botom of tbat pcfiloos i toff» 
Whieb weli^bi «pon tbe beart? 



■üpi 



I do fcpeat aiey at it ig ao evil» 
Aad take tbe' gbaaie with. joj« 



The next day Lady Stanley's woman 
waited on Louisa, to acquaint her with 
the result of the inquiries whicb she had 
been directed to make conceming tbe 
young embroiderer : but the on\j infor- 
mation to be obtained was from Mri. 
Mason, her landlady^ who appeared un- 
willing to communicate more to Mrs. 
Martin than that the young lady was un^ 
fortunate. '' If/' said she^ '* Miss Fitz- 



Ormond will condescend to pay her a 
Visits I have no doubt but that she will 
confide her sorrows to her. I am not 
unacquainted with the particulars of her 
Hfe^ or present Situation ; but what I do 
knpw was told me in confidence ; there- 
fore I cannot impart them to any one 
without her permission: but it would 
be doing an act of the truest benevolence 
to procura her the countenance and symr 
pathy of so good a lady as Miss Fitzor"> 
mond/* 

'' I ventured to assnre the kii^d land- 
lady," said Martin^ '^ tbat you would 
come and see the poor young lady^ and 
administer all the comfort in your power» 
for I. said that neitber Mr. Howard» 
Mrs. Martha» his worthy sister» or Miss 
Fitzormond» had ever been used to turp 
a deaf ear io the cries of distress» or 
the misforiunes of any one/:' 

'' I should be uoworthy the lore of 
the amiable being you haye notentioned. 
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if I did/* int^rrupted Louisa; '' for he, 
and the dear departed monitress of my 
youth» always took pains to impress on 
my mind the sacred duty of doiDg* good 
to my suflering fellow-creaturas a« the 
first pf Yirtues ; and while I have the 
power, I will never neglect any op- 
portunity that offers of performiug that 
duty/' 

The warm heart of Louisa, whieh 
glowed to impart consolation to the af- 
flicted, could not think of delaying the 
comfort she boped to bestow ; she there- 
fore, as it was but a short distance from 
the Crescent, aceompanied by Martin^ set 
off to do the work of mercy and com- 
passion. 

On her arrival at Mrs. Mason's, she 
left her companion with the children of 
üe former, who conducted heip t^ a 
small room in the attic story ; where on 
a, bed, which, tliough perfectly clean and 
^eat^ was far remoyed from every idea of 
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Ixi^ury, lay a female^ whose delicate hands 
and elegant contour of countenanee ' 
eridenily proved she had not been used' 
to hardsliip or sorrow. Her eyes' were 
closed^ andtlie long darklashesthatshaded 
them were moistened with tears, the 
traces of wliich were visible on her pale 
cheeks. 

Mrs. Mason advanced before Louisa, 
and drawing back the curtain at the head 
of the bed, which was the önly part that 
was so defended; '*Miss Conway/' said 
she^ '' the young lady who so tenderly 
inquired after you^ and offered to affbrd 
you any assistance in her power, 'has . 
kindly taken the trouble to come and see 
you." 

^^ She is too good to interest herself so 
much in the fate of an unförtunate bein^ 
whose sorro WS ure drawing to a close/' 
said the person addressed, as sheunclosed' 
hfer eyfes, and stretched out her emaciated 
hand to welcome and thank Louisa for 

I. 4. 
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her attention to her. A tifansient blush 
for amoment illuminedher paleinteresting 
face^ as she glanced on the elegant ap- 
pearance of Louisa^ contrasted with the 
mean and humble apartment she had to 
receive her in. It was a. blush that 
seemed to say, the kind being who 
would^ amid the pleasure and splendours 
of this fashionable place, seek out the 
ehild of misfortune, has a Söul which 
rises superior to stich paltry considera- 
tions. I will not detract from her virtue 
by appearing for a moment to think she 
r^ards them. Oh ! that the fault which 
has reduced me to such an abject state 
could be beheld with as compassionate 
an eye, or borne with as much fortitude 
by mjrself. The rapidity of her thoughts, 
as well as the natiire of them^ were not 
misunderstood by Louisa. The implor- 
ing look. and ingenuous blush was an 
appeal that touched the tender heart of 
her to whom it was made. 
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Taking the hand that was stretched out 
towards her, she pressed it between her 
own, and in the soft Toice of pity and 
eonsolatioß, endeavoured te rescue the 
sinking. spirits of the fair invalid -; a tear 
feil from her eye on the delicate band that 
feebly returned an involuntary pressure. 

'^ Soothing as is the sigbtTof such ten- 
derness to my lacerated heart!" ex- 
claimed the poor forlorn being, ^' I 
must entreat you to forbear bestowing 
it on a wretch^ who is conscioui» of not 
deserving those marks of kindness the 
yirtuous only merit. Ah ! . when you 
know the extent of my crimes^ you ^^^ ili 
fly from me with abhorrence^ and con- 
sider me too viie to bestow another 
thoHght upon: but the dread of that 
shall not deter me from making you ac- 
quainted with my woeful story^ if you will 
condescendto listen to it. It may be the 
means of saying one innocent being from 
the destriietion that has overwhelmeAme; 

I 5 



whö witö once alao aä itinoceDt. No rank 
is «xcepied ffom the insidious treacherj 
df xnan^ formed by nature for our pro* 
tector^ our friend^ and adviser ; but by 
ibe doiBinaBriqg iofluence of the passioaS^ 
l^hich asre suffered to gain an aficeadancy 
öyerJiim^ tWYeftei ivAo our iaveterate 
foe a^ eetrtaia destroyer. Merciful 
JFatht»* ! (criad she, tears gvshiag 
through her fiogers^ which were spread 
OYer her face ) to ^hat has the cruelty of 
mau coBStgned lae, who> confidingr in bis 
honour^ Tvas basely betrayed^ where I had 
treasur'ed up my everybope of happioeaa I 
V^t the Femembrance of what I havf 
qndured is not ao paiuful as the coiivif tinR 
thajt he vhom I loved eould h^ ao bns^ 
0fld oruej . Thia is ike stkig that wof^Biifr 
4erepest ; aU elae I oquld have bMne müi^ 
fortitude^ and submisaive rasigm^tioj»/' 

I^uisa, t^rified at tbe ef^ct haF grief 
k^A ou h<r y9i§»k fraipe» «^4 ft^rful it 
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apprehended was fast approa^biilg; en-- 
treated her to. be composed^ and avoid 
thioking of wbat coutd not be* remedied : 
^*^ Accuse not yourself, or the apparent 
cause of jour distrcs»/' said she^ ' 'witji 
your misfortune. The Almigbty idispo* 
ser of happiness andmieery deals wtth us^. 
pocHT frail mortals/ as it seem» b^t to hir 
ifi&nite wisdon: b'ut' we should'' süb- 
mit to bis decrees witb pa^tience and' hu*- 
i&ilJAy; convinced it is witb" me»cy be 
yfiü chastise m. But if the remem^ 
bJaB€e of tbn past is so painfnl to you^, 
ti?yto aYoid dwelHog oiiMt, asthe pnly 
iB«an8 of preserving^ your- lilfo; and be 
assnrred no,effort shull be 'wanting'on my 
part to nmke your f uiupe life more com-^ 
fortable than it has latterly been: I will 
now'insure yoQthe protection of the first 
of.hwnaa beings» aod häye no doubt but 
LishaU be able to intercsi the beneyo^- 
IcOAceof Lady Stanley lalso' in your favöur, 
vibkk will bemore beteficialtoyouthani 

i6 
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I can possibly be, except the friend i 
alluded to M^as with me, who^ I am 
sure> were he here^ would immediately 
befriend you/' 

. The agitation of Miss Conway in- 
creased on hearing the name of Lady 
Stanley. She mildly intreated Louisa 
not to mention her Situation to that Lady» 
'^ I have insuperable reasons that she, 
of all others/ should not Know of my vi- 
cinity to her abode and that of her family : 
the knowledge of my sad fate would 
not interest her in my favour^ but would 
probably, indeed certainly^ deprive me 
of the protection and tenderness I fee) 
assured you are inclined to bestow on a 
forlorn outcast, whose days are drawing 
to a close." 

Louisa feit a degree of alarm at the 
dread betrayed by the object of her so- 
licitude of Lady Stanley. If, thought 
she^ fam ledby my desire to succoür 
an unfortunate into an action that may 
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prove disagreeable to any pari of that 
family^ how much shall I regret haying^ 
yielded to the suggestions of my heart, 
without having first maturely considered 
whether the object was deserving or not. 
If she is unworthy, Lady Stanley will 
have a juster plea than she sometimes 
has to condemn what she calls my ro- 
mantic generosity; but even if she is 
not, concealment is repughant to my 
nature : and if the honour or welfare of 
äny part of the family is concerned^ I 
will decline the confidence this poor 
creature seems disposed to place in me. 

After some hesitation^ Louisa declared 
this to be her determination ; but at the 
same time repeated her former promise 
of contributing to. the present^ comfort 
of the unknown invalid; and also of 
making Mr. Howard acquainted with 
her Situation, and procuring his protec- 
tion for her. 

'' J certainly have no right to dictate 
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io you faow io proceed^" replied Miss- 
CoBway with a deep-drawa sigh : ^' Y^ 
I had veatured to hope you would d^igti 
to Ustea to my story. I feel an unac- 
eountable desire to impart it to yot^ 
and. more particularly now I find you 
fof m pait of the family of Sir Walter 
Stanley. If^ whea you have heard it^ 
yoUr thiok it right to inform Lady Staor- 
ley of iti. you> fibail not ba. opposed b^ 

Biouiftay tfaougbi endowed with more^^ 
flensa than Gominonly; falb- ta th& lol(^ of 
fashionabla fanxalej&> wiuh not^ witbout an 
cectata poritiaA of cinuoMty^tOfJcao^wiiat 
(^Quld. ba«'e ceduced. ao'lavdyaod iah- 
tejcesting a^. wooian- to^ the eonditioa.ii;^ 
vbicb sha £Qund her. E^ery, wor^d andi 
actioDi plainLy coni^inced.her slne.hadbeeoi 
bffed 8. stmo^. to tbß, nieaaiiws ojT; he^ 
pjcesent sitqatioiu 

As she was revolving these HumQ^it&iik^ 
kwmw^, W i^e^&itj^wkfbef^^ttot Walter 



SfiaBlej might perfaap» be coacerned ia 
ihe misfortuaes af Miss Conway, 

The unwillingness whicb tbe lattes badr 
expressed that Lady Stanley sbould be: 
laade acquainted witb ber »itaaiioa^ ra- 
tber corroborated ber momeirtary conjec- 
ture^ and made ber tba more anxious to 
kear tbebistory of tbis unfortuaate wo- 
maOä tbat sbe migbt be enabled eitber to 
c<Hifirm her painful su&picioos, Qvsmt once 
destroy tbem. 

Witb aa acbing beart, botb ibr tbe^ 
nisery of tbe poor uofortuRate being* 
before ber, and at tbe same üme witb 
sufpiciona of unwortbiness in tbe ma» oa 
"Wbom sbe bad bestowed ber teaden^st 
«ffectioms^ did Louisa 9M>tb4. witb th^^ 
aecents of cpi^olenc^, tbe: agitated spiriti|. 
of ber wbo h^ad es^vly. fallea a victixa to* 
|he airts w4 eapriciotu treacbery o£ man.^ 

Before ber departure front be^ce^ gl^ 
pi«fi(u<$^ Ift W^«. i\» fitHflwine d«y^ 



184 TH£ SOLDIER'S pRPHANr 

and hcar the storj which was either tct 
confirm or put an end to her fears^ that 

. Walter ^ Stanley might haye been an 
artful seducer. 

A sleepless night sncceeded that day 
which had first given her an ill opinion 
of her heart's secret favourite. 

Lpuisa arose^ fiUed with anxiety^ and 
availed herseif of the first opportunity to 
Ti«it Miss Conway, unknawn to Lady 
Stanley. She found her more composed^. 
and apparently better than she could 
have hoped^ from the weak state in which 
she had left her. 

After a short time passed in kind in- 
quiries on one side^ and expressions of 
gratitude on the other, Miss Conway 

'addressed Louisa^ in a solemn and im-* 
pressiye manner^ as foUows : 

'^ As 1 feel but too certainly that I 
have but a short time ta live^.I am anxious 
to make you^ Miss Fit2ormond^ acquaint- 
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cd with my sad story, and tö iuterest your 
pity in behalf of an innocent being who 
will shortly be introduced into this world 
of sorrow." As Louisa h^rc betrayed 
marks of surprise and alarm, — Miss Cori- 
way continued-— '^ You are alarmed ! you 
did not imagine there was another to share 
ray misery artd disgrace ; but, miserable 
that I am, it is toö truc. The just con- 
sequence of my crime is that I shall not 
be suffered to live to watch over its wel- 
fare ; but I am not so debased as to be 
indifferent regarding it. I would fain 
procure for my unborn infant a protec- 
tor, virtuous and good ; one who^ not 
having deviated from the patb of recti- 
tude, can bebold, with an eye of charity 
and compassion, the frail being, wbo, 
from vanity, and a too great reliance. on 
her own strength, yielded to the artifices 
of man^ and the seduetions of passion. 
Fatal consequences must ever ensue, if 
the latter are not kept in constänt subjec*- 



*> 
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tion to rea$oD^ wliich I, alas ! was never 
taught to tonsider at all necessary; iii- 
clinationr and caprice solely influencing" 
all tny actions during childhood — that 
precious time, so often neglected by the 
fond parentj but of so great impbrtance 
to the future happiness of the child. 
Tod great severity has no doubt ruined 
thousands; but aiistaken fondness has 
destroyed tens of thousands^ and I^ alas ! 
am an instance of the latter. 

*' My fia^ther was aa officer of high rank 
in the army ; he had spent the greater 
part of his life in active Service, and had 
been retvarded with promotion, and the 
thanks of bis sovereign, to wbith were 
^dded the love of all under his command^ 
and the nominal friemUhip of a large 
circle of acquaintances. Tr^e reasonable- 
ness of his commands, and the suavily of 
his manuers, insuring him the first, and 
his hospitality aud urbanity the latter. 
Hiß vfit aiKlgood humour were unboiuid- 
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ed^ and an inexhaustible fund of anecdotes 
rendered bis Company and conversation 
irresistibly pleasing to the young and 
the gay. Our house was the resort of 
all the military men stationed in and 
near the to.wn where \ve resided; ray father 
having the principal command. 

" I was an only cliild, and at a very 
early period had the misfortune to lose 
my mother, of whom, I liavfe been told^ 
my father was dotingly fond, so mucb 
so, that he would ncvet think of marrying 
again, though several ladies were known 
t& haye been solicitou? to obtain that 
honour. When quite a chüd, he de* 
Ughted to introduce me to his gay ac* 
quaintance: rtiy wit and beauty were 
extolled as prodigies, and I was the 
little divinity of the mansion, imd the 
plaything and solace of my dear, tender, 
but inistaken father, who^ protesting he 
di^covered in n^e the genuine marks of a 
good disposition» declared it should not 
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be spoiled by discipline or restraint;, 
which, he said^ only tended to make girls 
deceit f ul aiid affected . Too much learning 
al8o^ he maintained^ rendered them less 
amiable^. as it invariably made them 
either pedantic or romantic. All useful 
reading or study he termed superfluous^ 
and never wished me to teara any thing 
but the ornamental part of education: 
music and dancing hei considered as 
indispensably necessary in the education 
of a young woman of fashion ; as^ without 
that, she must^ he thought^ be a mere 
cypher in society, As those were ac- 
complishments I was Tery fond of^ I soon 
acquired theniy to the utmost extent of 
myfather^swishes; and as I hada sensible 
woman for a governess^ she took oppor- 
tunities to instruct me in. something 
more than mere superficial accomplish- 
ments. 

'^ When I was about sixteen^ I had a 
Tery advantageous proposal of marriage 
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made me by & gentleman, nearly as old 
US my father^ 'tis true, but of an amiable 
disposition^ and good fortune. He offer* 
ed the most liberal Settlements; but I 
bad never thought of nlarriage : I had 
no prepossession in favour of him or any 
otfaer man^ and thereföre carelessly^ but 
good-humouredly^ declined his proposals. 
But he was not to be so easily dismissed : 
he renewed his suit^ and said I should 
dispose of his fortune in any way I chose ; 
the whole of it was at my service: I 
shQuld dictate what settlement I wished» 
and he would glädly acquiesce. He en*- 
treated my father to use bis influence 
-with me^ which he promi^d^ though at 
the same time saying he would by no 
ixieans influence my decision. 

*' He accordingly spoke to me very se- 
riously onthe subject. ' Emily/ said be^ 
with more solemnity than I had eyer seen 
him assume^ ' if you think you can love 
Colonel Malcolm^ do not trifte with him*: 



190 THE S0l4&I£E's ORPHAN : 

he is n man of honour in the strictest 
sense of the word : he has conceived a 
üeal affection for you^ and will^ I am c<m- 
Yineed^ make a good huaband : his offers 
are most noble^ and his professions sio- 
cere : if mj dear girl can overlook the 
disparity of years between him and her- 
self^ I thitik I may venture to pronounce 
few marriages will be more auspicious. 
It affiicts me to say, the gaiety of my dis- 
Position^ and my expensive establishment^ 
have preventßd my making wy provisiou 
ibr you: but I h9'ye no doubt bqt your 
IfßBM^ty, wit and accopiplishments will 
pxocure you a hu^bai^d ^t any time — I 
inesan ome of rank and fortupe. There- 
fore I by DP means wish you to accept 
of the Colon,<$l from interested motiveg: 
JE only recpiftm9i|4 it as an ^igible thing^ 
if yqur ineÜBfttion poiats that way. Sui» 
if yqu 9.1^ ftt all averse to it^ I w;U I$| 
tb^ CoJowl \m^ ^U ancl requ^ßt hjiv t^ 
dettSt fitQjaci bU furjthey ifflpo^t^niti^Ji/ 
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'^ I assured my father it would be much 
more agreeable to me to decline the of^ 
fered band of Colonel Malcolm^ not feel-- 
iog the slightest predilection in bis fa* 
Your; and tbat^ as I was so young; I 
fibould prefer continuing under bis pro* 
tection for some years to come^ before the 
mpst advantageous union that could pos- 
gibly be proposed. 

*' My fatber (whö, I believe, secretly 
wi&tied me to decline the band of Colonel 
Malcolm from an unwillingness be feit 
to deprive bimself of my society^ whicb, 
be frequently declared^ constituted his 
principal happiness ) readily consented to 
iny vrisb^ and ündertook to apprise the 
worthy man of my resolution, which so 
mucb grieved bim^ that be very sbortly 
resigned bis commiision, and det^rmined 
by travel to wear out the Impression my 
cbarms ( as be was pleased to term them ) 
had made on bis heart; Before bis de* 
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parture^ be requested to take leave of me^ 
and told me with many sighs, and eveii 
tears^ I was the only woman who bad 
ever been able to make bim wisb to enter 
tbe State of matrimony. Tbat as he 
vrell knew our affections were not at our 
owtt disposal^ he .feit no resentment to- 
wards me for not bestowing mine in re- 
turn for his; tbat be sbould erer re^ 
tain tbe wärmest friendsbip for me ; and 
if ever I sbould stand in need of a friend^ 
not to^ besitate in applying to bim both 
for advice or assistance in any emergency^ 
as be sbould consider tbat tbe bappiest 
moment of bis life» wbicb was devoted 
to my Service. Tbe generosity of this 
excellent man excited for a moment my 
wärmest gratitude and esteem^ and made 
me almost then repent of not baving ac- 
ceded to bis offer. How many times since 
have I regretted my hasty rejection of his 
bonoürable suit 1 We parted^ and I have 
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never secn him since. I was told thai he 
weot to Russia, where he had abrother 
resident, but I never knew fof certain. 

'^ I hare dwelt longer onthis subject 
than jou will probably think necessary ; 
but it is a duty that I owe to worth lika 

« 

his, that I should lose no opportünitj of 
«extolling this generous^ disinterested con- 
duct: indeed I feel satisfaction almost 
amounting io pride, in reflecting that 
one man kt least, of unsullied honour, 
of splendid fortune, and personal en«- 
dowments, did not think it beneath him 
to isolicit mj band in marriage. Crüelly 
and treacherously as J have been used, I 
am compelled to acknpwMge that I have 
met witH one truly liberal*minded man ; 
therefore 1 may believe there are othef« : 
with such another, however> it was ttoi 
my lot to meet. Düring the space of 
two years after this event, I was con« 
stantly told of the power of my charms» 
and implored to compassionate the woes 

TOI*. I. s. 
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they occasioned : but it was no longer in 
my power to do so^ . for I ha,d feit the all- 
powerful force of Jlove .myself for one 
object.(äs' I thea tbougfat) Iruly.eÄti- 
inable%* every öther caadidate for my.fa- 
Tour.was.theä dhmissed with'firmheas: 
*. '* He önly w^ho had inspircä. ihy^ybuth- 
ful heart'.with the deligfatfu]'sen»ations 
of a first affection, forbore;io,isplicit my 
consent tbät he sbould apply to my fa- 
iber for bis approbation of his.addresses : 
be «evea appeared to wish to copceal bis 
admiration of xne particularly fröm. bim^ 
and so mucb was my dreäd of losing 
bini, tliat I assisted to deceive my-father 
respecting our miitual sentiments. -, - 7 ♦. 
; 1* Lörd Belihour (for tbat istbernärae 
of.tbe perfidious man wborba^'^flesfroyed 
me)^V .. ■ ■■'.' :- " -:' .-: . 

Louisa^ • at tbese wordöj :: startediwitb 
surprise/ biit.it was minglied witb satis- 
faction; ber fears were h©^, removed: 
lY alter Stanley, was not ihdguiUyibein^ 
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iiie flow blamed herseif for ooee süp«* 
posing him : * she hpwever concealed 
her real feelingsonthe pre9e^t occasioil 
from Miss ^ Conway/ and repeätipg^ in 
an ejaculating tone^ ^' Lord BelmöMr t 
•he atla^ed her to procecd. . - 

. " Alas ! " continued Miss- Cön^n 

• « «» , 

" it was indeed— -the same^ho, when in 

.... - -v 

priTale, /^ evineed . the tende^est affectioil 
for ^jne'/: repeatediv declaring that lift 
would be a biirthen tp * him if he had 
not my permission to eherish the fond 

- hope bf one ' day calllng'' nie bis: ' But, 
my dear Emily/ he woüld add, ' parti* 

. culär circumstäaces forbid a reasonabU 
hope that our Union can take place im« 
mediately : unfortunately, my father has 
imbibed certain prejudiecs respecting 

• birth, which I fear not all your beauty 
land merit would have the power to cori« 
qu^i' ; yet time, and the affection he beafi 
raci may perform Sonders in our-favbülr, 
But should I not obtain his convent 4# 
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-Dur tmion> 9^ few jears will make me my 
«wn master: with wbat rapture theo 
sliall I present my Emily to an admiring 
vorld^ adorned with rank as well as su- 
per ior beauty i ' 

*' I feit my clieeks glow during this 
4r8Courfie> for tbe dignity of my family 
had neyer before been called in question^ 
Bor had I ever once gupposed that I was 
not entitled by birth to enter any famiiy 
ijithe kingdom: but these objecttons of 
his loxdßhip Struck me forcibly; I feit 
iiumiliated and indignanl^ though I 
could not refute them^ for I knew that 
my father had acquired his present rank 
by his senrices : but though I knew he 
tould not boast of a long line of illus- 
trious ancestors^ yet was his famiiy by no 
means obscure, his father being a countr j 
gentleman of good landed property» but 
which had not enriched my father^ as he 
was a youDger son. 

^' Howeyer mortified I feit» I forbore 
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to expressmyresentmeiit, and consented, 
at the eamest entreaties of his lordship» 
to conceal our present.intimacy from mj 
father^ who^ his lordship kaew, was par 
ticularly tenacious of every thing that 
iended to throw the least slight on me> 
-whom he considered equal in merit and 
attainments to the first women in the 
circle of our acquaintance/ which were 
not coafined to the middle order of so^ 
ciety^ many being öf equal or superior 
rank to Lord Belmour's family. 

" The idea being once impressed oa 
my mind that I was considered by iny 
lover as his inferior in point of birth> 
was not easily to be eradicated. I fre- 
quently struggled to subduethe passion. 
with which he had inspired roe, and to 
bring my mind to bear with fortitude the 
loss of him, and accept one of the nu- 
merous offevs which were made me by 
man who could not boast the superiority 
of his lordship. 
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'' IMit . loVej and the latent sparks of 
yantty ioherent in mj nature, conqucred^ 
my möre prudent resolves : I not onljr 
forgot the duty that I owed my father, 
but the hqpour he prized more than life^ 
and the dignity of my own character.^ 
Duty, hoaour,.peace of mind^ were all 
conquered^ all sacrificed, at the shrine 
of libertinism. With the sophistry of a 
man practised iniibi^'^art^ of s^duction, did 
Jjord Beimour endeaTour to recpiicile ma 
to myself and to the guilty pleasures o^f 
illicit love. My own treacherous beari 
but töo well scconding his arguments^^ 
I soQn lost sigblTöf thät just abhorrencc 
I had at first entertained for my de« 
reliction from the paths. of honour and 
Tirtue : yet was I not so far debased but 
that I frequently, with bitter tears^de* 
plored the crime I had comraitted. On 
these occasions, Lord Belmour would 
knee), and entreat me to spare him the 
anguish of thinking that I had ceased 
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to love hira. ^ ' If you had not, 'my 

^Emily/ he' wöuld say; ' you wöuld not 
rep'ent having pläCed coofidence in ,my 
honbur : you have bound me.to you by a 
debt of gVatiCude, the retura of which no. 

.thing shall'tenipt.me to forego/ Baiiish 
those väin regrets, then. Are you not 
my\beloT.ed;'atflBiättcedCwife? 'the wife o£ 
myheiact'Übest', wärmest affections, whom 
I sfaall evcr love with the most fervent 
tenderness, andLioake. it the happiness o£ 
my life to contribute io yours/ 

" Thi«, soothing, , consolatory tendec- 
ness never failed of its de'sired effect/ I 

.^studiously conceaied from my fatber our ' 
mutual affection. In public, the beha^- 
Tiour.of my lover was not more particu- 

. lac than that;of any other man^büt our pri- 
vate interviews were more frequent, whcn 
Mre made up for the restraint which we 
had compelied ourselves to sufibr. 

^' Bat this imprudent indulgence of a: 
guilty passiou was not long permitted to 

K 4 
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pass with impunity : our secret was dis- 
covered by the trcachery of my maid, 
who was the confidant of our atnour. 

" The recolleetion of my dear fa- 
ther's Indignation and grief, on tbe know- 
ledge of my dishonoür^ even now wrings 
my heart with anguish : in the bitter ness 
of oflbnded honour, of outraged confi-' 
dence^ did he upbraid me with the mag- 
nitude of my crime, and denounce ves-^ 
geance on my vile seducer, whom &• 
ioaded with every opprobrious epithat 
his anger and pride couid suggest. 
, *' ' The viliain ! ' cried he, * to rob ma 
of tny honour^ the proud^ the highly che« 
rished honour of a soldier ! But he shall 
repent it ; I wül wash out this stain in 
his blood^ or mine shall cease to flow, in 
resenting this daring affront !' 

^^ I wept — I impiored, on my knees» 
that he would allay his anger^ and not 
take vengeance on him I loved so ten- 
derly. I told him it was Lord Bei- 
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mour's intention to marry mt, as sooa 
as he could obtaia bis &ther*B ooMent, 
and declared tbat I \r<m)d no* gurvive 
the loss af either ef tke two besDgs m 
deatiotne. , 

'^ 'Wretched, iafetiialed giri f' cried 
m j f atfaer^ tears stc^ammg Arnnt bis fsee^ 
*" he bas completely made fhee his^ dupey. 
and rendered me the most mkera^ble of 
parents! Have I lived to see thee, «^ 
amiable apparently^ yet so vile;^ to tM; 
the child I so fendly doted on the prey 
of a desptcable seducer ; to eadure the 
anguisb of seeing her pointed at, and 
despised ^ Oh! it distracts me !--^ 
miserable father that I am f — But I 
will exterminate the Tilhun from the 
eartb !— *How can I teH you^ anfortu^^ 
nate girl« that tbis mas, Cor whom you 
have sacrificed father^ bonour^ bappi-- 
ness^ will in a few d^ys be the husband 
of another ^ I have beard it from se^ 
yeralv and beard it with iadifferenee too^, 
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little suspectiBg Low much^ how fatally, 
I was concerned in it.' 

^ Pale, motiooless^ almost stiffened 
vtith horror, I heard not the last words 
of my "distracted fatber ; but repeating 
bis wörds;*^ tbe hv^sband af anotber/ I 
sunk senseless oiir^tb^/flo^r^ and in that 
#tate Was conveyed to my cfiamJblier^ tb 
wbidi I was confined for several . dajsi^ 
insensible to all tbat was passing 
mround/' ^ 
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^ Mj tean are for the dead; mjjr yoiee för thoae Ihaf ligT&: 
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Narrow is thj dwellins now ! , davk the. pjaoe of tbiaer 
abodes with th'ree steps I'cdmpass'^tb^r grave. 

Tboa art- low iadeed. * Fallen» is tbe dan^hfer of .' 

Morglaaf . » r. . .. 

> » • ' * * OsiiAir«." 






Wh AN I recoveredv iny-senses, it* 
^as to exp^rience^aeverer wöe. A coh— 
fused idea of what had.passed presented' 
itself to my raind. ü^y for some time- 
silenti- as if to recollect the events tfaat 
had brougbime extended on a bed of sick* 
II6SS :: by degrees the whole rushed onmj 
terrified: brain;. X hastily started up^;* 
and' inquired for my fatfaer; . But'*wai.> 
only answeredrby the* attendant ^ith ani 
exclamation of surprise-aDdpleäESure; at:: 
hearing^m^ speäk . rationally; aod conr^> 

k6^ 
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jured by her to be composed, as my life 
depended on it. If you wish, cried I, 
to preserve my senses^ teil me of my fa- 
ther, Oh I teil me in pity, what has 
faappened since I have^ been in this state ! 

" Alarmed by the agony my features 
expressed^ and fearing I shoiild relapse 
into a State of delirium; the terrified 
nurse told me my father was ill^ and con- 
fined to his }>eA ; but if I would try to 
eompose myself^ I should soon be well 
enougfa to aee him« ^ 

'^Oh! crijed I, shuddering, (and in- 
terpreting a peculiar look of horror I 
iBiagined was impiinted on het coun- 
tenance into a reproach tipon me^ ) my 
father has been woünded^ perhaps mur* 
dered ! Wretch that I am^ I bave kill^ 
him \ I have destroyed the most indulg« 
ent^ best of pareni» ! 

^' It was in vain for the hurte tt> asBure 
me I was not so guilty; that the illnesflr 
of my father was the yisitation of Gt>d ; 
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I could not believe her, and was re-» 
solved to know the extent of iny misery : 
— -for thal purpose^ I watched an oppor«- 
tunky^ when she quitted the room for a 
c^liort time^. to steai to my fatfaer's Cham- 
ber. What a siglit presented itself to 
my agonised view ! stretched on the bed> 
lay tfae body of my only parent, mur^ 
dered hy- me. With a band nerved by 
despair^ I drew the covering from liis 
f«ce^ and gazed with fixed immoveable 
eyes on tfaosa features^ now bo pale and 
inexpüessive of the grief which had pre- 
cipitated bim to the graye. Tlnose eyes^ 
tbat bad ever beamed affection on me^ 
were now closed^ neter again tobless me 
with a look of pity and forgiveness. 
. iTbe r'eniembraij»ce of our Iftrt interview 
rtished in terrific array before me. I re- 
ealled bis last loo.k of anger, yet min- 
gled with compassKonj and sunk sense 
less on the cold inaniiBate body, 

The ^rites of buri^il were bestowed 



it 



l 
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en bis honoured corse bj strangers. > Z 
was incapable of attending to any^thiog :. 
I remained almost in a state of imunify^ ' 
tili aröused by the clainours of tbe cre— * 
ditors of my dear fatber.. He bad diedi 
ins61vent:.tbe bouse and üumiture were 
seized^ and eyery tbing sold^ except 
wbat immediately belonged. to myself; [ 
.y Some family dispute carly in life 
bad separated my father from all , bis re- 
lations. My motber's ,were des^d^- or 
dispecsed in different parts/ far distant 
fromrme>*and tbose I bad been in,tjie 
habit o£ cälling friends now stood aloof^ 
OB only a few of tbose, who wisbed, to 
pass for'persons of . more sensibility tban 
otbers. ' vistted me to coudole witb and 
give advice. ' :Tbc.„mea to«^. wbo fiad' 
been my i mosi ' acdent ' adinirers^ . now< 
looked at me. tbrough ,tbeir glasses with^ 
a^ kind of.doubting acknoiviedgnieirt^. 
as if they would sa^^/I tbink I bayc. 
met you before— -Lbeg your pardon^. youi 
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are SO altered, I scarcely knewyou!'-- 
Some there were, who condesceqded to 

* make me an ofier of their fortune and 
protection, on condition that I would 
honour their villa with my presence» 
But not one bf tbose who had, during 
the life-time of my father, when I was 
supposed to have a good fortune, and 
he had rank in the army, and interest to 
advance them, made nie.an offer of 
their hand^ how came forward with the 

- «anie generous intentions. , ^ 

. '^ Indeed, > if they had, I would not. 

,"••»* ■ > • .-. , 

haVe accepted them ; but I only mentioa 
it to show how very rare it is to find' 
men who are disinterested in t&eir at- 

tentix)ns to wome|i;-r-self too often influ- 

« < 

ences all their actions . 

'* My disgrace,, the cause of my sub- 
sequent misfortüneSi w^s not known^. 
therefore, it could not be imputed to^ 
that eyent» So cautiously had Lord BeW> 
mour conducted himself^, that few ereo^ 
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suspected our attachment. My father's 
death (which had not been occasioned 
by the means I so much feared, though 
it rendered me no less culpable^ I having^ 
still been the cause) was imputed to an 
hereditary gout^ to whieh he was often 
'subject. This indeed was the fact : the 
violence of his passion^ on discovering 
my guilt, having brought on a severe 
attack^ my illness farther irritating bis 
mind^ already too much agit^ted^ tfarew 
the disorder into his stomaefa^ which ter«^ 
ibinated his sorrow for my diähonour 
.and his disgrace with his life oa the 
second day» 

'' I soon learÄed the whole cf my mis* 
fortune, Hamely^ Lord Belmoür^s deser- 
tion and marriage. At the tnne our in-» 
timacy was made küöwn tö my fathec^ 
Lord Belmourliad left the iieighbotiT« 
hpod of our residence for a few weeks, 
( as he infqrmed me bfeföre bis departure^ ) 
to pay a Visit to a friend in a distant 
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couaty with his fainily^ Ah ! little thett 

did I think what I was so soon to expe- 

rienee : yet I deserved it all, by my im- 

prudence^ by my shameful duplicity, 

audviolation of the first duty of woman. 

'^ I dare not complain of the hardnest 

of my fate-— it w,a.s incurred by my own 

folly, yanity^ and creduHty ! What caa 

te too great a punishment for her who 

by her vices destroyed the parent who 

fondly loved, and placed his whole hap - 

piness in her keeping ; who kn^w no joy« 

if »he was not a partaker in it^ and no 

misery^ if sbe was but prevented from 

sharing it ? 

'^ I now also eould no longer de- 
ceive myself with regard to the state I 
was in: with horror and agony inexpres-- 
sible, I found I sbould ere long add one 
more to the list of those unfortunate, de- 
fenceless beings^ who have no legal 
Claim on the father who gave them life. 
*' The idea of ever writing to, or ity 
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.an^r. means! soucitmg4he . compaiSliion* and ^ 
protection >of the man hvtS^lTaä^elilJer- 



5'.T'\ 



:-^<i 



rately.ruined nie/ was abhörrent: to*" myi" 
ßoul. ' Had he continued unmarried/'I 
shouldl i^Qthave thought myself jqstified 
in neglectingtto • do'' itr s But; thfät Vverit. " 
ihmi for ever obliteratedhimvfromVp^^^ 
heatt;: and to seekto hold £on4yer^.3;i^iti^ 
.hitti after'that, even to do an act of- juj^ 
iipeix äy^Ä' imposing a greater degradaticfti^ 
öa mys^tf rtbÄHvapy qt&er I^hari>yet.si3»i> 
tiaiiifed." * 

t *^^My. «ituätion, which I was sensible 
would soon be apprarrat> made me desir» 
ous of quitting the place where I was 
known^ and the few acquaintances which 
circumstances so disastrous had left me. 
I accordingly imparted my intentions to 
a servantj who I believed was attached 
to me: I was compelled to makeher.tbe 
confidant of my secret, and entreat her 
ad vice and assistance, in removing-my- 
self aad baggage to a'isecuyeiand.retirei 



» * 
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^lace, ;where I migbt be concealed, tili 
I had criven birth to my Infant. ^ 

*' After some consideration, she fixed 
uppn Batb^ as the only place she could 
th'ink of where I could remain concealed» 
Tbis I strongly objected to on. account 
of its Publicity ; but my objections were 
over-ruled by her.telliflfi: me she knew a 
"WortUy womäa who rss^fjd. .thcrije,, #ifll-^. T 

wbom I coiild: lodge,. andy^ would be 
of .^eat :9er>ice to i9§ i^xB^^proacbing^-. 
confii>ement. ^ As you^^wilL live in per-r 
fect retirement,* continued she^ ' yoi^ 
need net-'beitppreirensive rff meeting any 
person you know.' 

^^ I was convinced by her reasons^ and to 
Bath we came in themost private manner 
possible. But my confidence was again 
abused by her on whom I implicitly rte- 
lied; she left me a few weeks after my 
arrival here, taking with ,her every 
article of value I possessed, and everjp^ 
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guinea I had in tbe world, except a few 
which were in my purse^ and thereforc 
cscaped her rapacity. 

'^ In thisafSicting Situation I applied to 
my landlady^ and had the satisfaction 
to find I had not been deceived ivhai 
she was represenfed to me as a worthy 
woman : she tenderly compassionated my 
youih and forlorn condition^ andexerted 
every power she possessed to sooth and 
console me : her benevolent attentions Mrer e 
productive of good effect; I resolved to 
subdue the grief occaslöned by this last 
misfortune^ and make an effort to sup-* 
port myself by the labour of pniy hands. 

•' I had occupied very neat apartments 
^ on the first floor ; those I gave up, and 
took possession of this room. Mrs, 
Mason very kindly procuring me ma- 
terials for needle-work, . I applied mjself 
aftsiduously to it, and by the sale of it 
bave been able to support myself, tiH 
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illness^ bf ought on by uneasiness of mind^ 

and a mode of life so different to what I 

have been accustomed^ have reduced me 

to the State you see^ and thrown me en- 

tirely on the bounty of stf angers. One 

unexpected blessing has been procured 

by my labour, as^ but for tbat^ I pro- 

bably should not have been made known 

toyou^ who have so nobly and generously 

sought me out^ and have alleviated my 

sorrows by listening to them^ and tenderly 

sympathizing with me." 

Louisa; had been very much affected 
during the recital of Miss Conway^ 
mrhich had not been all made at one 
time. She saw much in it to condemn^ 
but moreto pity; the humiiity and con« 
trition of the poor unfortunate victim 
af the gay Lord Belmour beiog evident 
in every word and action. Much K3ight4 
she thought^ be said in extenuation of 
her faulte from the uncontrouled liberty 
she had been suffered to enjoy^ and the 
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,, superficial education that had been be<- 

stowed on her.' Had she been so for- 

tunate as to have bad such judicious in- 

itructors äs I bave had,' thought Lbuisä^ 

4he woiild not thus in the bloom of life 

be sinking into the grave, a prey to re- 

morse and disappointed love. The de- 

testation with which she regards herseif 

for her faults, evinces a mind riatürallj 

virtuour; with proper caltivation, she 

might have been an honour to her sex, 

and a cömfort to her parent. Instead of 

havingprecipitated her father to the.grave 

byher vices, hervirtues mi^hthave strewn 

his' dowrihiü path of life with flowers, 

and surrounded with a numerous pro- 

gcny, the öffsprmg of honourable wedded 

love, he would again have tästed the 

delight he experienced in märking-her 

opiniing graces when at their «ge — a 

pleasure he appreciated so highl jV - * - * 

\ After debating with herseif söme timt 

on her arrival at home, Loifisä^etermia- 



«d TK>t to impart Miss Convi'aj's history 

4o any of the Stanleys, tili she bad con- 

»ulted IV^r. HoXvard. The deoided aver- 

sion which ihatlady had e^i^pressed totfaeir 

being niade acquäinted witb it was her 

princxpal teasoh c'yet she' feared she shoüld 

find her vis^its . attended with ' dii^culty ; 

for ' how :could she aecount for her ab- 

sence if questiohed ? and she^ could not 

think bf * woundiBg^ the already nearly 

broken-hearted girrs feelings, by abstain- 

ing frotti^seeing her after whathad pasied. 

She .had promised to see her often, and 

could she f^ fail/ and play the wbrthless 

trifler'spart."^ Oh ! no— every feelingof 

humanity 'revolted against it.. She resolv- 

. '^ • » "' ' . - 

ed • then to per form her p rpm ise« a8\ often 
as circumstances admitted, and lo take (he, 
earliest oppbrtunity of lettingMr. Howard 
know the particulars of the sad story. ' 
On meeting the/aWly, she could with 
^ifiiGulty conceal the\disgusi she fek för 
Lord Belmour. He^ gay and volatäe as 



* 
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ever^ appeared deteraiined to p^rsecute 
her with his attentions : he placed him- 
self next her at dinner, and stroye bjr 
erery means ia his power to tngratiate 
himself into her favour^ but withoüt ef* 
fett. With the Image of Miw Conwaj 
in her mind^ pale^ emaciated^ dying of a 
broken heart; she could onlj view him 
Mfith horror. 

Louisa did not con^ider that she saw 
him through a very different medium 
from that in which Miss Conway had be-r 
heldhim. She had notbeen prejudiced 
against him by the knowledge of anj 
unworthy action. He had presented him- 
telf to her youthful/ sanguine imagina- 
tion^ as a being \^orthy her wärmest af- 
fection: bis Lordship's person was eer- 
tainly superior in manly beauty to that of 
moftt young men : he was AffMe, gay> and 
gocd tempered^ and could, when he chose^ 
assume the most engaging manners. She 
loved him> and therefore could not sut- 
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pect that so fair and specioüfli M exferiAir 
concealed a heart capable «of ihe blad^«- 
est perfidj^ ingratitude, and crueltj. And 
had any friend attempted to draw tte 
veil from her eyes^ and shown him to her 
in his true colours> it is probable »he 
^would have considered him as her great* 
«st eüj^my. How many are there like h^r, 
yitho, dazzled with the outward appear* 
ance^ forbear to look within ! their aelf* 
love firequently assisting the deception^ 
they dislike to think they canbedeceived, 
tliongii others may, Tbus they rush head* 
lonrto destruction^ and not tili too lale» 
tike hers see theii^ error. The Almighiy 
Being who has formed us^ and has gi:^ea 
"tii^ a free will to cliuBe or reject the godd 
and evil .set before us,:has placeS-^a moni^» 
tor in ihe hieart of every one^ which neirer 
£ails to. point to the «ide' of virtue^ and 
tosling wiäi remorae every deviatioa 
IjrcAn it: büt the counsel öf that «ure 
«merring guid« is too oftol rejeeted by 

tOL. I. I» 
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the impetüosity of youth. Were it not 
§0, the sophistry of the seducer would 
not so often«pr€Yail, and so many lovely 
accomplished women would not be cut 
off from Society^ pitied by one sex, and 
scorned in almost eyery instance by ihm 
other. 

Lady Belmour beheld with evident 

chagrin the attention her Lord^paid to 

Louisa : her teniper^ haughty and vindic* 

tiYe> could not brook such an indignity* : 

the had always disliked liouisa both for 

her beauty^ and sweetaess of disposition ; 

but that she' should be put in eompe* 

tition with her iii the eitimatioii of her 

Xord^ was an insult too.glaring to be 

endured : — It signified little to her Iady> 

ship that the perfect innocence of Loaisa 

rendered her incapable of such a design : 

«he thought only of the effect; and had 

Louisa by the inost studied eoquetry tried 

to attract the assiduities of Lord .Be|r 

9iiour^ bis lady could not have beta 
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more irritated. The most contemptuou^ 
^lances and sarcastic insinuations were 
levelled against the unconscious object 
of her anger ; on whom they feil power- 
lessj from her perfect ignorance of 
haviag done any tbing tu occasion them» 

It was not so, however, with Lord Bei- 
mour ; he saw and feit their force, but that 
did not deter him from pursuing a 
conduct which he knew gave great paia 
and disquietude to bis wife : on the con- 
tcarj^ it rather stimulated him to pro-^ 
ceed. He had mafFied for no other mo- 
tive than to get poftsession of a beauti^ 
ful woman, whom he had no hopes of 
ever succeeding with on any other terms. 
Had her teniper b^en complying» she 
might have attached him to her for a 
length of time ; but as it was^ thoügb 
she really loYed him better than any other 
being on earth except herself^ yet she 
would not take the trouble to subdue 
ike TLolence of her temper^ or employ 

l3 
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an;^ of those eonciliating attentions, sa 
necessary to render the married life 
happy. Her jealoüsy of every pretty 
womaa that Lord Belmour chanced to 
be in Company with^ rendered her life 
miserable to herself^ and her Company 
irksome io him. The novelty of his Si- 
tuation was worn off; the beanty of his 
wife, now become familiär to him, no 
longer possessed that fascination it ^t 
first had done ; he almost feit disgust 
at the idea of being united for Ufe to a 
woman whose sole merit was her per*» 
sonal beauty. So true it is, that beauty 
in u fem^Ie is a poor Substitute för the 
>v4nt of a good temper, Good sense, 
and a sweet disposition, will make even 
a very piain face pleasing; while the 
want of those agreeable qualificationa 
will destroy the effects which the most 
beautiful set of features would otherwise 
produce. 
No doubt^ something like remorse wa« 
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feit at times hy bis lordship^ for the cru-' 
elty of bis conduct to Miss Copway ; but 

as it was too late to Jjfe remediedj he stifled 

» * 

those emotioDS as they arose. Indeed, 
he was unacquainted with tbe füll extent 
6£ tbe ruin be bad occasumed. Sooa 
after bis marriage^ he bad seen> in *tbe 
newspapers, the death of General Con^ 
way ; but tbe particulars of ilj and tbe 
share he bad bad in it, remained un«*^ 
knowa to him : fearfui of encountering 
tbe reproacbes he so j,ustly merited 
from tbe injured daugbter of the deceased, 
be bad aroided writing: to or inquiring 
after her; yet still purposing to do it 
at somefuture time^ when the beight of 
bei^ resentment should have subsided. 

But: the tim^ never €ame^ that he 
eouldibope to. obtain forgiveness for the- 
wide spreading misery bis duplicity bad 
occasioned. 

Very shortly after Miss Conway bad? 
knparted her melancholy story to Louisa^ 

l3 
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she died in giving birth to a femal« in- 
fant. As the only friend interested in 
her fate, Mrs. Mason, her kiod land- 
lad j^ sent to Miss Fitzormond to in- 
form her of what had taken place^ and to 
receive Instructions relative to the dis- 
posal of the infant, and the interment 
of tbe unfortunate mother. 

Louisa^ shoeked beyond measure at 
a catastrophe^ though not entirely^ un- 
looked for, jet so sudden, v^as greatly 
distressedy not knowing how to proceed. 
She had been confined to the honse two 
dajs with a slight fever, which had pre- 
Tented her attending Lady Stanley and 
her family, M^ho were gone on a yisit 
to Wells. 

With great relnotatfce Mis» Stanley 
had accompanied her mother^s party; 
as she \f isbed to haye staid with Louisa ; 
but the latter had prevailed on her t^ 
go^ assuring her she should Tery soos 
be quite well, if left to berself. 
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Thut persuaded^ Miss Stanley left 

iier> and though their yisit was to the 

house of a gentleoian te whom she se« 

cretly hoped to be united^ yet she feit 

a pang of reinorse for teaving her alone^. 

and ilL The ill-humoured sarcasms of 

her sister^ Lady Belmour^ had not beea 

unobserTcd by her; but she had cau- 

tiously ayoided mentionuig tbem io 

Louisa^ whose delieaey she had beea 

fearful of alarming. To Lady Belmour 

she had not been so reserred ; she had 

reasoned and argued with her ladyship^ 

on the yery little grounds the latter had 

for jealousy ; pointing out the well« 

knowngoodprinciplesof Louisa^ and her 

ntter detestation of e^ry action inimica) 

to the strictest honour and delicacy^ iik 

the most fercible manner. But all her 

rhetoric was lost on her sistei^ who, from 

having conceived an opinion^. was de<^ 

termined pertinaciously to maintain it. 

Louisa was not sorry to be tlius left 



for a sfaort time; she had beefi pre- 
Tented from visiting her protegS for some 
days^ and though she had regularly.sent 
to inquire after her, yet she amxiouslji 
wished to see her ; wa, from the accounts 
Ibrought^.she feared she weuld not long 
survive. « 

Whea the melancholj intelligence was 
brought her» though 'still yery poorly^ 
( for her indisposition had be^n of more 
consequenee than she had at first appre- 
headed>^) she wrapped herseif in a pe* 
lisse and close bonnet^ and sei out for 
Mrs. Mason's, accompanied by a female 
servant, 

Slie had pcoceeded but a few steps, 
when her attention iva^ arrested by the 
loud voiee of a person pronouneing her 
name:. she hastily turned, and to her 
surprise, recogüised in the Speaker Lord 
Belmour, who gaily advancing» began 
to congratulate her on her recovery. 

'' I was so Y.ery anxious to know how 
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you were/' continued bis lordship, 
*' tfaaf: I could not resist the temptation 
I feit to steal a march upon them all> 
and ride over this morning^ to make 
personal inquiries respecting your 
health/' 

He was proceeding to rally Louisa 
on her being abroad almost disguised^ 
when she interrupted him with a serious 
and dignified countenance :-— 

*^ Circumstänces^ in which you, my 
lord, are deeply concerned, have called 
me abroad ; and, but that Providence 
seems to have directed you bere at a 
time when I stand in need of advice and 
assistance, I sbould^ instead of thanking 
you for your apparent polite attention^, 
regret tbat you should have given your- 
self so much trouble : but if your lord- 
ship will accompany me,.the motive for 
iny being out will be explained.*' 

Lord Belmour, much surprised by the 
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solemnity of her manner^ and the per- 
turbation of her looks/ walked s^lentlj 
by her side tili they arrived at Mrs. 
Masen's house. 
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